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PREFACR 



It has become so much the custom to comiect 
every character introduced into a work of fie* 
tion with some living original, that the writer 
of Pin Monet feels it necessary to declare its 
incidents and personages to be wholly ims^- 
nary. Exhibiting an attempt to transfer the 
familiar narrative of Miss Austin to a higher 
sphere of society, it is, in fact, a Novel of the 
simplest kind, addressed by a woman to readers 
of her own sex ; — ^by whom, as well as by the 
professional critics, its predecessor, *' The 
Manners of the Day," was received with 
too much indulgence not to encourage a further 
appeal to their favour 
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CHAPTER J. 

When a couple are to be married, if their goods and chattels 
can be brought to unite, their sympathetic souls are eyer ready 
to guarantee the treaty. The gentleman's mortgaged lawn 
becomes enamoured of the lady's marriageable grove; the 
match is struck up, and both parties are piously in love-^- 
according to Act of Parliament. 

GOLDSMITH. 

" A MOST unexceptionable proposal, my 
dear sister!" said Lady Olivia Tadcaster to 
Lady Launceston/ in the secrecy and private 
audience of her dressing-room. " Frederica is 
a lucky ^rl ; and I recommend her to accept 
Sir Brooke Rawleigh with as little fuss or 
delay as possible. Let me see! — ^we are in 
the first week of June; Maradan^ Kitching^ 
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and the Irish solicitors will manage to keep 
the matter drawling on for eight or ten weeks; 
and I shall not get off to Carlsbad before the 
end of August, unless my niece can make up 
her mind without further difficulty." 

'^ You are always in such a hurry, Olivia ! 
Sir Brooke only made his proposal last nighty 
while we were waiting for the carriage to draw 
up at Almack's; and as I had no notion of 
what was going on, I kept begging Frederica 
to tie her boa closer, and keep her mouth shut, 
for fear of the east wind ; — so that a definitive 
answer was out of the question." 

'^Well! and as soon as she reached home 
and informed you of what had passed, you 
wrote to Sir Brooke for an explanation of his 
intentions ;—«h ! my dear!" 

<' No, indeed ; I am not so fond of business 
and explanations as you are." 

'^ But you desired Frederica to take up her 
pen and * * 

'^ On the contrary, I b^ged she would take 
some arraroot and go to bed ; for I assure you 
the wind was frightfully keen as we crossed the 



PIN MONEY. 3 

pavement in King^street. Since the new open* 
ing into St. James's^-street, there have been 
more colds caught at Almack's than I can bear 
to think of. Well, — ^please God ! I hope she 
will be happy. Frederica is a very amiable 
creature, — an excellent disposition, — only I 
never can prevail upon her to take proper care 
of herself 

*^ And Sir Brooke Rawleigh has a very pretty 
little estate in Warwickshire, of which I under-^ 
stand he takes very good care, tt is just the 
sort of property a man likes to come into ; — ^he 
succeeds two old bachelor uncles, who never 
allowed an axe or a surveyor to come within 
reach of the premises. Old Sir Brooke con- 
sidered the family timber as inviolable as the 
family diamonds.*' 

''The young man is very well spoken of. 
His aunt, Mrs. Martha Derenzy, was saying 
the other day that there is not a finer young 
man in town; — 50 steady, and so unlike the idle 
dashers of the day! He will spend a quiet 
evening playing dummy whist with her, and 
then go home with his umbrella in the rain, 
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vnth as much good-nature as if he had beeu 
.doing the thing he liked best in the world/' 
. '^ Umph !— rather creepmousy for a young 
man of eight-and-twenty ; I would sooner hear 
of him in the House, or making himself useful 
in his county. However, Frederica is not with- 
out spirit; and I trust she will inspire him 
with a little more energy, or I shall disown 
her as my godchild. But now, my dear, 
about settlements. I conclude your errand 
with me is to consult about your terms with 
Sir Brooke?'' 

" Terms? — surely I told you before, that 
Frederica acknowledges having always felt a 
preference for Rawleigh over the rest of her 
admirers; and that I entertain no doiibt she 
will accept him at once." * 

" Yes — ^yes ! I understand ! — She will ask 
^ time to become better acquainted with him ;'-^ 
eat half-a-dozen dinners iti his e^inp^ny ;-^s|Jdfl 
a row or two of netting while he sits whisper- 
ing nonsense and pulling her workbox <o pieces; 
— ^and finally vouchsrfe to giv*' thftt'codsiefnt 
at the end of a fortnight, *hiMi ^rtieiriiglit 

f m 





1)e3tpw,M{ithfq^te as ^ood a grace this ^r^ 
day.. All those young-lady etiquettes are per- 
fectly understood. But what do you me^i\.to 
ask for her?" 

*\Ask for her?'' said the mystified La4y 
Launceston. 

"Yes! — what does your man of business 
think you have a right to expect ? " 
, " Thank heayen^ I have no man of business; 
for yoursi my dear sister, appears the plague 
qf your life." 

*' Well then — yourself; what provision shall 
you require for your daughter ? " 

" Why you say Sir Brpoke has a very pretty 
e^late; so Frederica will be tolerably well off." 

• " Bnt I api speaking of her jointure— her 
pin money." 

. " Qh ! I 43uppose Sir Brooke's, lawyers will 
Sigttle fdl that, while the carriage is building 
^d the wedding clothes in hand." 

" Sir Brooke's Is^wyers ! " cried Lady Olivia, 
r^i^ipg her. eyes and hands in contemptuous 
CQoapassio&rof/ her sister's ignorance of the 
l^ojcld;— rftf ,at least of such of its legal and 
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financial di^partm^nts 9^ formed the delight of 
ll0v Qvm oxistenc^^ ''My dear Sophia J upon 
A& .occasion. Uke this, you really musf exert 
yourself. Recollect you are the sole guaMiaa 
of your daughter's^ interests. She has ten thou- 
sand pounds, which may prove extremely con- 
i^enient to pay off mortgages, besides very tear 
expectations ; and altogether you have a right 
to look for liberal overtures." 
' '' Welly I wiil look for them, since you iosiftt 
upon it," said Lady Launceston, gathering up 
lier shawl for departure, and smiling at the 
solemn earnestness of her sister. '^ You know 
I have no head for business. Launceston always 
used > to settle every thing of that kind ; and 
Uie utmost extent of my domestic management 
is limited to stretching my jointure so as just 
to cover our expenses; which, thank Qod, I 
ImvB always been enabled t^ do." 

*^ That is exactly the point to which I wished 
to bring yon. What would you have done with 
your expenses, if if our father and mother had 
ihoi^ght ^»4 talked with as much lerity on the 
. fnbj ^t pf settlements, as ypu do ? " 





^Oh ! I 'suppose lord iianvcedtoik ttiieide the 
tfecessary arrangements for me. f recollect we 
all signed something on a sheet of parcliment 
the day before my maniage; bnt Orfty was 
waiting in the other room with my jewel-fo^x, 
which occupied my attention far more agreeably. 
Then^ when I lost my poor husband, I was ib 
too much affliction to inquire about settlements ; 
—my son was very considerate in letting* mle 
know that I was to have two thousaafid ia-year, 
and Frederica ten thousand' pounds'-^n ar- 
rangement which, I conclude, was mSide in the 
will. Poor dear Launceston could not endure 
to see a woman worldly-wise ; he never suffered 
me to talk to him about his pecunia!ry cbncems ; 
and used to say that a managing woman de- 
Served to wear a beard by Way of penance.''' 
' ** Ay ?— I have not forgotten his polite ani- 
madversions upon my chancery-suit with my 
ftithef's executors; I know he hated to see me 
under Ws ro6f, because he saw / was not a 
person to be hoo^nked like some of my 
ftmily. But eVto Lotd Launcestdn, with all 
his arbitrary notions " of female delicacy and 
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feminine nonentity, would not h^ve wished to 
see his daughter defrauded of her just preten- 
sions/' 

** t tell you what we will do," said Lady 
li., penetrated with a bright thought of es- 
caping all the vexatious arithmetical combina- 
tions she saw impending over her. " Come 
back with me to Charles-street, and talk the 
matter over with Frederica ; — ^you have a much 
better head for this sort of thing than I have^ 
Do now — there's a good creature ! It was 
sprinkling when I came in ; but the pavement 
must be dry by this time, and with your clogs 
and a good warm shawl — or shall- 1 send back 
the chair for you ? " 

** With the thermometer at 68°, I have very" 
little apprehension of catching cold ! But I 
expect a man with silks from Harding'^ at one ; 
— at half-past, Mawe's people are coming to 
clean my alabaster vases ; — at two, Ridgway's 
clerk will be here to see how many of the pam- 
phlets I keep; — and from that time till three,, 
I have appointments with my Worcestershire 
agent,— ^Professor Muddlewell, about the mining^ 
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business in Flintshire, — General Popplestone. 
to whom I wish to refer for Frederick's com* 
mission^ — Lady Ulster, about getting young 
Shakes into the Academy of Music; — besides 
two notes, which I must positively answer, rela- 
tive to a negotiation for an introduction between 
Lady Barbara Dynley and the Duke of D ■ ■; 
— she is expiring to get to his parties." 

*' And yoUf I should imagine, my dear Olivia, 
of your labours ! — Goodness ! how will you get 
through all these perplexities?" 

'* You shall judge if you please ; for at four I 
have ordered the carriage to go to Knight's, at 
Chelsea, with a beautiful new annual I have 
just received from my nephew Tadcaster, whom 
I fitted out last year for Swan River." 

'^ I thought Knight, the bookseller, lived in 
Pall Mall ? '' 

*' And at five," resumed Lady Olivia, who 
seldom troubled herself to enlighten the cre^ 
puscular mind of her sister, " I will look in. at 
Charles-street^ and hear what arrangements 
have been talked of between Sir Brooke and 
Frederica." 
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At five, accordingly, Lady Olivia Tadcaster 
drove to the do6r ; and during the ten minutes 
devoted oil the hall-steps by this notable econo- 
mist of time and space, to directing her foot- 
man by what short cuts and obliquities he must 
eontrive to deliver seven cards, two notes, a 
parcel and a message, to turn to account the 
lapse of her family consultation, — Miss Rawdon 
was explaining to her lover the necessity for 
admitting and conciliating this fussiest of aunts ; 
who would otherwise beset their union with a 
thousand well-meant impediments. She con- 
cluded her preliminary counsels in time to re- 
ceive Lady Olivia and her congratulations, 
with just the flushed, fluttering, hysterical 
tremour of perfect felicity, with which young 
ladies listen to the assurance that they are 
angels ; and contemplate, for the first time, the 
career of human happiness and worldly pros- 
perity arising from matronly importance. 

In truth, poor Frederica's prospects, although 
irradiated at the age of twenty-one by the 
auspicious sunshine of '' measureless content," 
had not been without their clouds and passing 
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ikoy^trsi It was now neady a year since a 
ymt to the county of Warwick introduced Sir 
Brooke Rawleigh to her notice, as the most 
charming of mankind; for a man is naturally 
twice as highly valued in his own county as in 
any other^ or in London, He had passed a gay 
Christmas with her at her brother's seat at 
Marston Park; — ^had taken a daily ride with 
her — read with her — ^talked to her — smiled upon 
her — sighed for her, — done every thing, in 
short, but tender himself and Rawleighford to 
her acceptance. After his departure, her 
brother incessantly rallied her upon his attach- 
ment; while her female cousins expressed their 
indignation at his desertion, in terms which 
frequently brought tears into Frederica*s hazel 
eyes; — for, alas ! it was known that Sir Brooke 
had quitted Marston only to venture upon a 
visit to a certain Lady Mapleberry — an active- 
spirited woman of her aunt Tadcaster's class, with 
six unmarried daughters ;— one of those large, 
lively, goodhumoured, siiiging, dancing, riding, 
chatting families, where a young man seeking 
a wife is apt to fall in love with the joint-stock 
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]i^];kfaiid*WLim»ti<»i of ibegfoup;-HQd'to feel 
quite astoniflb^d <on diaooTeriugyltfterMhis^unHm 
wilbHaniet oi? Jane, bow moderate a proportioa 
he h9fi received in his lawful sixth of themuaicv 
infonnatioui . accomjdishments, and good-hu-*- 
mo^ired go$sipry of the united tribe* Much to 
the astonidiment, however, of the Jane, Harriet, 
'ElviA, Marg^teti l.ai|raj and Anna, in question. 
Sir Brooke Rawleigh quitted M^tpkbeTvy quite 
as free in hand, and far more free in fancy> than 
he had found himself when his britschka ghded 
throi^gh the lodge gates of Marston Park. 

From the meeting of parliament in the enr 
suing ^ring, till the auspicious second Wednes*^ 
d^y of the month of June, — poor Miss Hawdon 
was destined to undergo all the little fretful v^ 
ritations of love and suspense. She had been 
invited to Devonshire Houses- on the aUemate 
Thursdays^ with those which eactended his 
Grace's hospitality to Sir Brooke; and had 
been, omitted altogether<from Lady Mapleberry'« 
nev^rending stiU-beginnjaig bread^ndrbcEtter 
dances. Sir ..Brooke, in defiance cfi her daily 
rides with her brotiieff in Hydei>park, had 



mdunt^'aineiivr: phaetob, and was Beyert6*be 
seen without the/reins in his hxtidr; a&d teul 
appropriated to^himfielf a atidl at the' O^era, 
fcom whichy'by BOprooefis of vertebral dislck^^ 
tk)ii> coqM he cateh a glitnpBe of Lady' Laan-^ 
ceston*s box» — ^Na>y ! for two stioceeding ' Al*- 
mack^sihe bad danced two stieceeding qua-^ 
drilles and galoppes with Laara Miiplkh^ttf; 
and conseqnenitiyy for two succeeding Thnrs*^ 
days Miss Bawdon had been destined' to the 
martyrdom of a nervous headache; and Lady 
Launceston and the apothecary to the gratifying 
excitement of an indefiziite and highly-pi^- 
mising indisposition. But at length Frederica, 
after taking torrents of camphor-julep, took 
courage! Instead of following her irreso^ 
late admirer in his flirtations with bunnng 
eyes and a besiting heart, she began to turn 
the former with some show of graciousness 
upon her brother's friend, Colonel Rhyse, of 
the Guards; and subdued the j^ertturbatton* of 
the btter, till she oouid manufitcture a eia^le 
for Sir Robert Morse and young Lord Putney,^ 
two of her ^quent tparii^eni. ' ^ ' '' 
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^ Thedbana was «mmeiidy raccesBfUL Siv 
Brooke gievr agitated m hie tarn;-— for a 
wliole eye&ing Laiam Mapldberry tat tumeu 
tieed ;— «itd by the end of a week, Frederica'a 
lieadachee were conralescent,— -for her hand 
was pledged to • the man of her heart. Ah 
though an .anuaUei engaging, accomplished 
girl, Miss Rawdon had no preternatural pre« 
tensions to perfection. She was but a woman; 
and when she found herself warmly solicited 
by Sir Brooke for a promise that in accepting 
his proposals she would attempt at some future 
time to return his affection, did not think it 
necessary to magnify his triumph and depre^ 
eiate herself and her sex, by a confession of 
having forestalled it by her own preference. 
Not a single word did she communicate toudi« 
ing her nerrous indisposition and the camphcM^ 
julep ! 

They were just pausing at this degree of 
tender eonfldence^ and . Lady Launceston was 
smiling her maternal . satisfaction upon them 
both, with no greater motive of inquietude for 
either than their position between the draughts 



•fa clds^'inriaidow^liiida listed (^ 
Olnria Tadcaster flustered her \fay int4i« tUife 
drawiD^roomy'with her lustring pelisse rustlmg 
at e?ery step like a plantation of aspeas. ' fih6 
soon despatched her satis&ction in ^ wekomiiig 
i^to her family tiie nephew of her estimable 
friends the late Sir Brooke and Sir Robert Raw** 
leigh;" glanced at "a valuable stratum of blue 
clay she had discovered on occasion of a visit to 
Rawleighford twenty years before,-*-and whicfa^ 
as she could not prevail upon her host to regard 
it with sufficient attention, she would have will** 
mgly farmed upon her own account, more espe- 
cially as there had been a talk at that time of 
carrying theWardingsley canal within a stone's 
throw of the estate;" — grumbled over an 
extra turnpike she had discovered at Earl's* 
Gourt in her morning's drive ;-*explained the 
mode of cultivation to be bestowed upon some 
New Zealand spinach she had purchased at 
Knight's, of which a plant would cover three 
quarters of an acre> — and of which Sir Brooke 
very judiciously begged an ounce, in ov^ex that 
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he inight reassure the horticultural misgivings 
of his future aunt, by making the experiment 
at Rawleighford ; — ^and finally anchored herself 
upon the history of an arabesque handle, which 
Mawe's people had broken from her Aldobran- 
dini vase, in their cleansifications. When she 
had proceeded as far in this episode as her pur- 
chase of the alabaster vessel at Florence, and 
its embarkation on board an English trading- 
vessel at Leghorn, Sir Brooke uttered a profound 
sigh, made a profound bow, muttered something 
about '^ business " in Lincoln's Inn, and took 
refuge in his phaeton; while Frederica be- 
stowed a glance as nearly resembling an angry 
look as she was capable of assuming, on the 
aimt,who not only detained her from the furtive 
delight of peeping behind the damask draperies 
at Rawleigh's noble charioteership, but actually 
followed up his exit with an exclamation of — 

*' Well ! I am glad he is gone at last; — now 
we' clan be a little comfortable ! — Frederica, my 
dear child, I have a thousand things to say 
to you.*' 
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*' Pray dq not saly them just now, if they, 
recj^uire a thousand answers ; for I have at least 
a thousand other things, to think of.'' 

." A*8 you please/* replied Lady Olivia, look- 
ing' very much affronted; more. particularly as 
&he remembered her footman's multitudinous 
errands, and. that — even making allowance for 
the short cuts-r-she could not possibly command 
the use of her carriage for the next half hour.' 
^' I trust I am not in the habit of intruding my 
advice; but I came here by my sister's desire 
to talk with yoiu" 

/' My dearest aunt !— Jid you but know how 
much I have been talked to for the last three 
hours ! " 

*' I conclude so, my dear ! — I conclude so ! '* 
cried Lady Olivia, unable to preserve her ill- 
humour, when the prospect of a little business 
to be managed presented itself to her hopes. 
^'And n6w tell me kll about it. Has Sir 
Brooke behaved handsomely ? — ^What does he 
offer?'* 

'* His hand and heart, — or you would not see 
me so happy!" replied Miss Rawdon, rising 
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and siting' hendf ntexerio ber ladther, tm ike 
Aovlght that fihe must shortly leate her glanced 
across^ her mind, and produced a momentairy 
etiiotion* 

'' My dear Fred. ! '^ said Lady Laonceston^ 
^'do not hang over that Gardenia; you will get 
another of your herrous headaches." 

Frederica obeyed inth a smile ; for she began 
to suspect that her disorder vmB radicaUy cured; 
or that perhaps it might have found its way to 
Laura Mapleberry. 

'' And your settlements, child ? '* inquired Lady 
Olivia, despising them both with an air of stem 
disdain worthy of Catherine of Russia. 

'' Sir Brooke appears to dislike business as 
liiueh as I do/* said Lady Launceston, rolHng the 
long silky ear of her lapdog rouiMl her knitting- 
pin. '* He said he begged to ofibr me carte 
bhmche: which I suppose means that the law- 
yers win settle it amongst themselves.'* 

"Did hd — did Rawleigh offfer you carte 
hianchtV* exclaimed Lady Olivia, jerkitag to- 
gether the clasp of her bag^ in which she was 
searching for a memorandum or an old letter. 



wkidb mightrfypoire mom unwug ibuEit^ y«ar 
ijukyconv^fsaiioii of her sister aiidiii^ca .^Well, 
my dear SapUa^ — ^under such wcumstaneesi 
yoa must decide every thing without dela,y« 

» 

With Fred/s ten thcAisand pounds^ I ishould 
«ertaii»ly demand three thousand a-yeac j^b- 
ture, and five hundred pin money." 
' '^ Ask for a jointure !— make a bargain with 
ijbe prospect ol Rawleigh's death ! '^ exdai^iisd 
Miss Rawdon with indignation. 

'' Pray, my dear niece, do not affect to be sp 
much more delicate and fastidious than the rest 
of the world ; all women who marry in a respects 
able way, have a respectaUe j<M2iture and pisu 
mon^ settled i^)on them; or they might per- 
haps at some future tune become a burden to 
their own relations.'' 

• '' No ! not W/ women/' said Lady Laxmceston, 
stiU busy with Chloe's ear — ^while her daughter 
had again recourse to the Gardenia to conceal a 
anule. '^ I, for one, never had any pin money. 
Ziaunceston was very liberal, an4 du>8e that tsre 
dmuld hair€(«a>C9mmAn pufse." 



Uiididinot'give you oooa^onitorbpetttitib^btBH/ 
gain. A man who sets omi >by ielfingt hmivn^B^* 
^Ibs hxo^ as rhave a shiliing, sixpeh^ice ofit'is 
yQ«urs/;g)8n0raUy takes^^ave never to* havenia^ 
than a shilling at his disposal. I have always^ 
obnerted th9Jt]zu>]iey paid in small aum» appeabrs 
a/tjireimi^dous concession, compared witk a ^pe»' 
d&Qi .al^owiancei paidiquarterly by the banker orT 
the steward." .^ 

^'lE^^ich places one exactly on a levd with 
th^ butler or the i dairymaid ! " 
. "No! Frederica; which places you on a 
level with women of your own rankiin society^' 
Do you suppose the Duchess of Middleses^ otr 
Lady Rosebank, or any other personl of fasfaioift 
of your acquaintance^ condescenc^s togo-blushn* 
ing to her husband for a.twenty pound note/ tf 
she wishes to perfbrm.some charitabU aoticvi'*^' 
or. subscribe to some laudaUe inntitutMtih^-or' 
p^yMeluotte'sbill?'' 

" But I trust Rawleigh aad myseif will per- 
form our charities together; and I a«i niOi fcmd / 



off 9eei»9«fiBnudfr5itame8 figtiriiig 'in live ii^ts of 
iBsAitiskioas* I diaU kaire that poFtidn-of •ou^ 
exjranaefl to Sir BfiDoke.'' 

' 'VAud Me}notte's aoeoimt ? ^<N^ Slhall jw gb 
baiefoot in the punetiliousHess of your delicaef ; 
oivt^" ( ' - - " • . ..1. ••'• » " ^' 

'^ No !-^^^ said Fredeiicai innsiiigly. " I cet** 
tittiily<6hould «o^ like to trouble him ifith -my 
personal expenses. It is unwise on the part' of 
any woman to allow her husband to discorer of 
what shreds and patches her sex is composed^'' 

" Very true, my love ! ^' observed Lady Lslun- 
ceston^^^ fcHT when Ihey do trouble themselves 
wi&'suehimttttmy they so strangely ei^aggeratci 
^l .one's tlittle follies and their own ge- 
nisiosky! Iij?eeollect Launceston gave me a 
five bundled pound note when your brother 
wtts bom:; :asi4 for two whole years afterwards, 
wheMver I presented htm wiiji'a bill, or put 
my haodii into bis esoiutoire, he used to ex-^ 
claim, 'What, Sophy?— all that firre hundred 
gcmq Ui m>mi-r ithengh ^fteraU, it was only a 
y1»ar^&idh>w»iic|.f'ii- , -.(j\.n. • = i 

. '' Well then, dear mamma," said Frederica, 



4 
■ 



38 PfN MT^rNlT* 

*^ mdke ivhat amngenientB for me you ihtnib* 
best; only pray do not let Rawleigk* ttrppoM^ 
I have any mercenary views in my marriage^ 
Ask merely what is necessary for me. Yon 
hare hitherto been so kind as to give me all' I! 
could desire, without suffering me to trouble 
myself with money or its value; and I was^ 
in hopes it might have been so still; — but (- 
cannot expect any one else to be so considerate 
of me as my own dear mother.'' 

Lady Launceston threw her arms round the 
neck of her child; while Lady Olivia placed 
herself at the table, and in five minutes left 
upon the Russia blotting-book half a sheet 
of hieroglyphics, and an address to Messrs. 
Marwill and Makewill, NewHsquare, Lincoln's 
Inn. ^ 

*^ There, Sophy,'' said she to her sister, with 
a glance of pity at the filial embrace, which 
she styled poor Frederica's heroics, — *^ I have 
already given you my advice, — ^I now give you 
my soUcitor's direction. In pity to my journey 
to Carlsbad, see him as quickly as you can; 
and do not give your daughter cause to re- 






pioaoh y^)i );ii/9reafter with your, inactivity in 

Ap4 m. deeply did her lady^ip'ff counsels 
sink into the minds of her sister and niece, 
that within six weeks, a^ rigid .an act of mar* 
ri^e settlement was signed in the drawiog- 
room in Charles^street, as if Sir Bix^oke and 
Lady Rawleigh were about to many chiefly 
in conteniplation of a divorce; and to swear 
an eternal unity of mind, body, and estate, 
chiefly for the maintenance of separate interests 
and opposing rights. 
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No, 1*11 tesign them, sweet! and anelior h«re— 
Here in tliA htdy qnietode of borne !-**• . 
The world is all contentions—jealouaies— 
Strifes nrg^ed by interest and foul enmitjr ; 
While on the waves of this cfilm lonelj stream, 
The halcyon broods unscared. — I'll anchor here ! 

TOBIir. 

Sir Brooke RAWLEioH^.the willing victim 
of Lady Olivia Tadcaster's cupidity, was in 
truth a very pleasing, well-looking, gentle- 
manly young man, calculated to pass through 
life with credit to himself, without splitting 
the trumpet of fame by the magnitude of 
his sayings or doings. But all that was 
wanting in brilliancy of talent was made up 
by sterling principles of honour and honesty; 
and his abilities were peculiarly adapted 



to the judicious managei^ent of a tolerably 
ext^isive landed estate, and to the steady 
maintenance of those collateral links which 
. unite the proprietor to his county, and his 
county to the kingdospu His financial discem*- 
ment might not have shone in Downing-street, 
or made a plausible figure, on the treasury- 
bench ; but it was sufficient to keep Mr. Ruggs, 
his steward, within reasonable bounds of pe- 
culation, and had more than once attracted 
the sapient reyerence of his brethren of the 
petty sessions. His eloquence would scarcely 
have suspended the breath of five hundred 
startled senators, like one of Canning's elec- 
trical orations ; or in a seven-hours' process of 
argument have kept their eyelids unsealed, like a 
discussion by Brougham. Nevertheless it made 
a very respectable stand at the after-dinner 
debates of the squirearchy of his neighbour- 
hood; and his maiden speech at a county 
meeting, on the poor-laws, or the corn-laws, 
or the anti-slavery, or anti-knavery associa- 
tions, or some of those cut-and-dried themes 
for full-grown gentlemen, — ^which, like huge 

VOL. I. c 
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Intones npckn a hiU^ aie rolled tqpiwards and 
4ownward$ with sucqeedijog jrehidea withoni 
a chance of being cruehed into the beatoi 
track, — ^had found its ivajr into the Coaatj 
Chronicle^ well italicized with '' bear^ hear;" be* 
^ides bemg honoured with ten lines of great* 
' letter eulogy from the pen of the editor. 

Sir Brooke Rawleigh, in short, was gifted 
with just that measure of intellectual power 
which is either made or marred by education* 
A preceptor of strong or elegant abilities m^ht 
have done wonders with him; but his uncle 
and guardian Sir Robert, who was something 
of a humourist, contended that wonders were 
by no means necessary for a young man whose 
chief business in life would be the management 
of his Warwickshire estate* Instead, therefore^ 
of sending him to a public school, to become 
a classical scholar and universal dunce, — and 
to a crack college to become a fox-4iunter and 
a man of the world, — ^he was educated at Rugby 
and Aberdeen; — passed his vacations at his 
nucleus country'-seat, under the vigilant super- 
intendence of a^ neighbouring curate;— *and <m, 




attaining his majority, and a very ancient 
baronetcy, made his first appearancet in town 
wttiht notions rather too narrow for the fashion- 
aU^ clubs, and a coat much too narrow for 
Smack's. In spite however of these demerits 
and circumscriptions, he was soon discovered 
to be a very gentlemanly good-tempered young 
man; and in return for the favourable vei^ 
diet of society, condescended to sacrifice his 
old-fashioned tailor and old-fashioned ways. 
After fiirting through half a dozen seasons, 
yachting through as many summers, and divid- 
ing the same portion of winters between Paris 
and Melton,- Sir Brooke Rawleigh came to be 
regarded in the neighbourhood of Rawleighford 
as a miracle of fashion, — a model of manners ; 
and when, at eight-and-twenty, an ox was 
roasted in honour of his union with Frederica 
RaWdon, the whole county was of opinion, with 
Lady Olivia Tadcaster, that it was *' an unex- 
ceptionable match ;" and that the new menage 
Would form a very advantageous addition to the 
neighbourhood at large. 

There was only one individual immediately 

c2 
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concerned in the alliance^ "who appeared at all 
inclined to question the superlative superiority 
of Sir Brooke, or the eminent luck of Frederica. 
The anticipations of the reader are completely 
at fault: — it was no person of the name of Ma- 
pleberry, no Sir Robert Morse, no Lord Putney; 
—no envious cousin— no officious aunt ; — it was 
her brother. Lord Launceston. By nature gifted 
with one of those frank and easy dispositions 
which qualify a man to be called " an off-hand 
fellow,'* — ^he was so apt to put the whole world 
in his own confidence, that he could not fail, to 
regard by comparison, his new brother-in-law as 
unnaturally reserved and cautious. When he 
found that Rawleigh had purchased his six- 
years' experience of London and Paris society, 
at no heavier expense than bad debts to the 
amount of a few dirty hundreds among his in- 
timate friends, — ^the purchase of three ^ lame 
horses, — and a damaged Cabriolet, — ^he pro- 
nounced the Warwickshire baronet too prudent 
by half. He had himself been duped to a larger 
extent loiig before he left Eton ; arid when, on 
arriving in town for the signature of his sister's 



PIN MONEY. 39 

^ttjieQientSjL he acqdentally learned, from Lady 
Olivia (with whom he had become a great 
favourite, h|y resigning into Her hands the pay- 
ment of a mortgage on his. estate^ and half-a* 
dofz^en, troublesome annuities), that Rawleigh 
had .rQ\»eUed against the article of pin money, 
and had even, succeeded in reducing it from five 
\o four hundred a-year, he began to vote him a 
very shabby dog, and to hope his little Fred, 
might not live to i^epent her choice. 
J " But|,my d^r Launceston," said his ^lother, 
w)io entertained a vei^ high opinion of Sir 
j^ooke, because he travelled in a comfortable, 
w;ith n^-^gpiesia lozenges in his dressingncase, and 
made^ it 8^ rul^ never to sit in w^t boots, — *^ I 
assure, ypu .^hat the diminution was made at 
Frederica's desire; and that Rawleigh objects 
t9 pin mpi^ey upon principle. 
. '' Half tf^e dirty things in this world are done 
'upon principle !'— the word is a universal gag, to 
preyept p^ple from exclaiming against meanness. 
X, for iv^^^si^, am going to give up.the Marston 
hounds this winter, because I find them too 
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h^ty. a pull; and { xntisa to^do^ it * iqumiprin- 
ciple/ " • '.,.., 

'^ And what ^HiDciple can you posgiUy put 
Carward, without unhandflomely oomproiiMgiiig 
ihe.memoiy of your fiith«r, by wlKnak ttey weve 
.estaUislied?'' ^ 

^' Wh}^ you see, it is my intentioi^ to marry 
Jiext seasouy-^'' ^ . 

., ^ Indeed ^^ > 

'^ Must, my dear mother ! — Xko other reeoucce^ 
iiiTolved b^oad all redemption hut an heiress. 
So I intend to feel persuaded (upon priliciple) 
t&at it would not suk die -liiture Lady Lautiees- 
ton to hare the bachelor's wing at Marston Park 
filled with riotous feHews, &om Oetoher ttH 
Mfltfcb; or to- begin her matrimonial reign by 
evacuating the territory, and dislodging her 
husband's chosen associates; — and thus, ^upon 
principle,^ my whole honting establishment is 
mlveady on its road to TattersaU's > and I shall 
«le»r off an item of five thousand from, my an* 
iiual expenses, and save my principle and my 
{Nriboipel at one and the same time." 



A 





^I rejoice ta hear it! — I detest fbit-httntihg 
in all its branches/' replied Lady Launcestonj 
whose mind was any thing but inferential; 
^^ tiiose horrible hounds were the bane of my 
wedded happiness. I shall never forget pooir 
dear Lord Launceston's attack of pleurisy; afitei* 
riding home twenty miles at a foot^s pace with 
a broken collar-bone^ in a mizzling rain ! t ani 
▼ery glad you have got rid of them, my dear 
William, principle or no principle;- and I sin*- 
eerely hope you may make as prudent a matri«- 
montal choioe next season as Frederica/' 

^ I dare say I shall marry smne poor curate's 
daughter, — or a popular actress,-*or Lady Ma^ 
pleberry's governess; for I have made up my 
mini to an heiress, — and I nev^r ei^ecuted a plan 
of my «iwn in my life." 

^ I wish you wotdd execute one of mine and 
your father's, and marry your cousin, Lady Mary 
IVevefyan; who has a clear ten thousand a-yeah*^ 

•^ And twenty thousand French fopperies, 
and Irish vulgarisms, to balance her rentnrolL 
No ! mother ,^-^I shall come to town early in the 
winter; get a card for the city-assembly, and 
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^ring you home a daughter from Aldennanbury, 
with the dowfy of a Persian princess^ and thQ 
dialect of a hackney-coachman." 

But in the winter, the inconsistent and 
fickle Lord Launceston, driyen from home by 
his resignation of the Marston hounds, found 
himself very comfortably established at Rawr 
leighford; having overcome his prejudice agaiiist 
the prudential qualities of his brother-in-law, on 
finding him a tolerable judge of a horse, and 
very willing to find his way to cover, provided 
the hounds met within a moderate distance^ 
and Mr..Ruggs could be persuaded to dispense 
with his master's society. 

A strong proof that Sir Brooke Ri^wl^igh 

was neither so reserved in heart and han4 

* 
as had been announced by Lady Olivia, and 

dreaded by her rattlepate nephew, was his par- 
tiality for the society of Frederica's vnld brother; 
and his warm hospitality not only to Lord 
J^aunceston, but even to such of his intimate 
friends as he chose to introduce at Rawleigh* 
ford. Aware that a long series of ^extravagance 
had embarrassed the finances of his brother- 
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in«-law, and estranged him from the habits of 
tranquil domestic life, Sir Brooke entered witH 
cordial eagerness into the hopes of his mother 
and sister, that a prudent xharriage might serve 
to aUenate him from his boyish follies and ex* 
pensive companions, and restore to Marstoii 
Park its reputation of hereditary respectability^ 
It was nevertheless true that Rawleigh, d urtng 
the confection of his marridge settlements, had 
made many more journeys to Gray's Inn than 
were good toi the wheels of his phaeton, or for 
his credit with any member of the family, — 
excepting Lady Olivia Tadcaster. Frederica 
herself, although as indifferent respecting money 
matters as prosperity >nd ignorance of the 
world could render her, was somewhat dissatis- 
fied thdt her lover should wish to dispense with 
the provision allotted for the maintenance of 
her personal expenses ; and without conjecturing 
that Rawleigh's demur arose from a dread that 
the management of tob large ati income might 
rouse in his bride the latent love of business so 
offensive in her aunt; or the taste for profusion 

cs 
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which had proved safittal to the intdfesta of her 
brother, she was tempted to suspect, at the 
united instigation of these two lelatives, that the 
advice of Mrs. Martha Derenzy and Mr.RnggBi 
might possibly have infected her beloved Baw* 
leigh with an oveiHsioIicitude for the thmgs of 
this world. 

In the unqualified happiness of her wedded 
fife, however, Frederica's apprehensions soon 
wore away. She saw her husband respected 

» 

1^ his tenants, his household, his family con* 
nexions; she saw that his establishment was 
arranged upon a liberal plan, and its hospitali* 
ties cordially extended to her brother, mother, 
and relations, even unto the uttermost cousin* 
The 'family diamonds had been reset for her 
use, a handsome equipage appointed for her ser* 
vice ;-— and having chanced, during her bridal 
excursion among the Scottish lahes to express a 
fancy for a pony phaeton, she was greeted on 
her arrival at Rawleighford with the sight of a 
pair of grays, whose silken tails swept the 
ground like pkureute feathers ; and an accom* 
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panying gaiden-diair, whose hxry dimeiiaknu 
might have been suggested by the wand of Cixir 
dereUa's god&&othef. 

Under such cheerag circumstattce^y the veiy 
name of pin money was foYgotten. Among the 
wedding presents provided by the kind and 
thoughtful Lady Launceston for her daughter^ 
was a purse of her own workmanship, contain^ 
ing one hundred bright new sovereigns ; — ^and 
Frederica, amply supplied in her troiMseau with 
every imaginable object of feminine luxury, 
and uninvited by the habits of her country-life 
to frivolous expenses, — fimnd little occasion 
to visit this maternal treasury ; except from 
occasional motives of benevolence, toward* 
persons vrhose equivocal reputation excluded 
their unequivocal wretchedness from the tender 
mercies of the Rawleighford kkchen, and the 
official patronage of Mr. Ruggs ! 

One momingy however,— K>ne of those weary 
winter momings, when Sir Brooke veas tempted 
away by her brother to try a new purchase with 
the hounds, — Lady Eawleigh having devoted' 
the time of th^ absence to a visit to a distant 



Bftigkbour, iobg iowisd^ uihL bmg tdkM. of; 
ihunceAio hG>dmitt9tk whk all the TekemeoiG^ 
of.a womAB's predilection Jbr a ceitain wbtte 
loacUe. fioimtahi in the {ma of « water-lily 
with its hsLYea, which goaced the centre of Lady 
lianrfioodfs little flo^veri^farden. Dimng the 
splitudte. of her hoBtieward drive^' she cotild 
^reaiD of nothing but the enchanting dPect a 
atmilap fountain would prodaceiftan American 
garden^ which Rawleigh had lately projected 
fw: her in a rocky dell of the park, and 
which wask now nearly conipleted ; and some 
alight recollection of his imputed economical 
tara diainclimng her to propose this luxurious 
addition. to its expenses^ «he resolved to indulge 
herself in the purchase on her own account 

'' I wiU make myself a aOeau out of my 
pm mon^f' Mid Pred^ca; as the monotony of 
a solitary journey and the regular rising of hir 
postilions nn their stirnipd, caused her to close 
her eyes- in die comer of one of Adams's som* 
nifesoua barQvdtteS)<*-*Airhile she smiled at the 
sound of ft word which had proved so unpala- 
table from the )ips of her ahint Tadcaster. 



^XaR^'Lanjard aiHiireK^mii'iliatl>^u1(ifulilbiu^ 
tun cost. her. only aewenty goiaeas; aad'os I 
never want angr money, I ckimot aaf\ay'iay 
Mavniux better thanm the em b e tti tlimant of 
lUwldgbford;" As sooa as-'she anired at 
btliue, the order.wRB ea^riy de^tohad toX«nl 
Lftwfoni'A'Btatuary in Fe«tland-ioad; and-Fra* 
derica, by wikyfi>f,reDd«riDg theaf&ir a pleasing 
9)irpdsef;o hei hu^baad) was cun&d neserto 
^«de to tl^e %wer'-gajrdeQ at Elnngton. Sh4 
Slit«rtam^ not the slightest suspicion timt S>if 
Sroohe 1^ ^Jready-coiainisaioned Lady Olirta 
to procure.him froio her a^mt at Florei]oe,.a 
far m^re beaatiful £ci>u^taini with a view to pe^ 
feet the.^ury, retreat he had piowkd for hi* 
adored wife! j; ; , ■ 

., At length, in despite of the ibxhunterB, and 
<)f t^e gnupbling of Mr. Kug^ the warn 
breath of Apri^ cune si^uBg over the lawns 
of Rawleigfaford. . The verdwre and- reviving 
flowers sopn gars toheos of its iofluenoe ; and,' 
on the fiat 4>roixuse of retunung stuamer. Sir 
Brooke and Lady Rawleigh set forward to take 
possession c^ the smoky, dingy, ineameoient 
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jiooae in BntosHstreely wkicb six handled 
guineas was to make Ibeir own for the season* 
The prospect ct being once more settkd near 
her mother, fortunately closed the ears of Ftede- 
rica agamst the discontents of her whole estar* 
blishment. No sooner had they arrived in 
town, than away she flew to Charles-stree^ 
learing the housekeeper to despond over the 
deficiency of blankets, stoves, and store-rooms ; 
and the butier giving warning to Sir Brodce, 
that so damp a pantry was incompatible with 
the interests of his gout, and of the service of 
plate. 

Lady Rawleigh was already prepared, by a 
letter from her mother, to find a stranger in- 
stalled in her establishment; — ^a young pei^ 
son named Elbany, who had been well recom- 
mended to her as companion ; ibr poor Lady 
Launceston, having no longer Frederica's music 
to cheer her dowager evenings, Frederica's 
bright eyes to thread her needles, and Frede* 
rica's sore throats to task her maternal anxieties, 
had begun to fency herself most desolatdy 
lonely; and had finally been compelled to have 
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recourse ta tlie Morning Post advertisemezitB of 
**A ywmg lady of genteel connexioagy unesf 
pectedly Mduced from affiuence^ &c, SicJ* Her 
daughter^ tttdeed, waa too affectionately dift* 
{loaed towardfi hN to^&el anything faiit satifi^ 
faction tkat she dbould have been enabled to 
domesticate niukr her tod£ a person so aceom^ 
pUshed, 490 goodHiamottredy so companionable^ 
and so meritorious; as this Misa Elbany tvas 
described to her by Lady Lannceston* Stilly 
Frederica could not help feeling that the curtsey 
dropped to her^ and the glance bestowed upon 
her by ^' the companion " on quitting the draw-* 
ing^^room, were somewhat more familiar and in- 
quisitorial than she had been prepared to expect 
from suck a personage. The first impiiessio^ 
was decidedly nnf^TOuraUe to the yous^ lady 
of genteel connexions* 

Nor, in the ootLrse of her next morning's con* 
versation with Lady Launceston, did her feel- 
ings soften towards this paragon of the toad* 
eating species. Lady Rawleigh had arrived in 
Charles*street, overflowing vrith such filial 
yearnings of Jheart as an only daughter laight 
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be supposed to feel after a separation of eight 
months — ^the first of her life— from her only 
patent ^ for in spite of Sir Brooke's invitationS| 
her ladyship of Launceston had been far too 
apprehensive of damp beds^ and inn-infectionS| 
to venture as far as Rawleighford. And noW| 
when poor Frederica had so much to say of her 
new home^ — ^her domestic arrangements, — her 
brother's reformation, — ^her pony phaeton, her 
harp, her flower-garden, — and all the innume- 
rable instances of Rawleigh's kindness, — ^her 
narratives were nipped in' the bud by the eager* 
ness with which Lady Launceston proceeded 
to enlarge oh the excellences of her new 
companion. Nay ! once when Lady Rawleigh 
was describing to her mother how cdnsiderate 
an assistant she had found at Rawleighford rec* 
tory for her charitable labours, and how orth'o* 
dox and exemplary a curate they possessed in 
Dr. Fisher, she was cut short by her preoccupied 
auditress, with « Dr. Fisher ? — a medical man ? 
Do you know, iny dearest' Fred., I could not 
persuade Miss Elbany to see a medical man 
last wee^, all that I could say Or do !^-4ilthoUgh 
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I assure you .ah,e had a catarrh which would 
hai^e made many people look serious! At 
dessert, she sueezed four or fire times running ; 
and yet she would not hear of a basin of gruel 
when she went to bed." 

" And Wrightson's gruel is so excellent/' ob^ 
served Lady Rawleigh, — angry with herself for 
being angry with her mother's foible. *' How- 
ever, my dear mamma^ you will not require so 
much of Miss Elbany's attention now that / an^ 
come back, i shall be constantly here of an 
eyening, and you must let me prepare your 
work^ and read to you, as I formerly did; — 
and our dear happy old times will come over 
again, — only that we shall now have a cheerful 
addition to the family circle." 

'' Ah ! my dear Fred., you show your usual 
discrimiiiation ! Miss Elbany will, indeed, be 
a dieerful addition to our family circle. But 
do not talk of the good old times coming over 
again; those days, child, are past for both of 
us. When. a woman marries, it is written that 
she. shall leave father and mother,' and cleave 
to her husband; and when I went up to sit 
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and cry ki your dresfting^robm, my tha^ Frede* 
liea, on your wedding^ay, I fek that jovl were 
lost to me; — that you never would or eonld be 
wl&k me again as in tbn^s pafil**' 

There were many things mtlMapeedi whidt 
grated on the ear of Lady Rawldgfa. In Ae 
first place, her ^^'cheerfid iaddition" had re* 
femd tinequivocally to her husband^-^Hihe was 
by no meitns anxious to regard the companion 
as a fixtiire in the domestic cirde;— 4uid having 
at present no flimily of her awn, ta estrange her 
aifeetions and divert them into -a new channdl, 
she thought her mother a Htde premaftuie in 
announcing their alienation. But she came 
<liere to be kind and happy; and waa detei^ 
mined not to indulge her own pethlance ^ the 
ride of vexing Lady Launeeetom 

Again she plunged into the history of her 
ooontry ndghbouihood ;<^-her presideii()y evt^ a 
ball at {the county town; her plans of London 
gaiety ; her ensuing presentatioui her first ap* 
pearance at Ahnaek's as a bride, and aU those 
numerous feminine Iriviafittes, which had for* 
merly excited the coincident interests of mother 
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and dsDgbtec- Bttt alttan^ Lady Rawletgh 
ncoired- with gnat mduigaice Mtd ^mpatky 
the iatem^tion. gf La% LauueotpB in tat- 
Bouocing the cKatiibation, «f Chlae's reeeoi 
nntseiy of pt^ifOM, ibe ma again laoved alnuBt 
toan initahle &ati*^ wkra her mother gtariled 
ber in the mdst a£ a dwcriptum of -the gn^ 
chintz-dxaniiigtDoin opaaog into ihe\.ctmaac- . 
satDiy at . Bawki^forcl, with " You. canoak 
imaffae,'End,, how smch Mias Elbany hat iia-> 
{cored tboappaarance olyour <dd room, by ooovt 
ing the bed neaxcr to my dieaing-cooni door, 
and placing the watdxQl>e next (ha wiadovi It 
really looks quite a dififtrant place now; aa 
much more ligbt and cbeeiful. But then Ehe 
always has thiaga in snch order! — You will 
find her, my dear, a very eaperior young 



Frederica took leave as speedily and affec- 
ttottf^y as 'aike could ; — but in truth there was 
something in all this ^e did not like. It ap- 
peared to her that, had her mother quitted for 
ever an habitual chamber in her house, she 
would hare retained every object sacredly in 
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its original position; nor pennitted a stranger — 
an hireling — ^to pollute it by her. habitation* 
She recollected how Lady Launceston used to 
creep into that room at night when..5Ae had re- 
tired to rest indispos^> especially with the 
memorable post-Almack's nervous headaches;— > 
how often she had woke and found her. mother 
, sitting watching by her bedside ; and she could 
not bear to think. of *^ the companion'' living, in 
the same close and affectioaate vicinage to Lady 
Launceston's apartment. She arrived in Bru- 
touHstreet, and dressed for dinner, in any'thitg 
but charity with Miss Elbany and her multifiiH 
lious virtues and qualifications. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Petit monstre divin, lutin ind^Mffirable, 
* • Qu*il fttttdioit ^touffaor— si ^le n'^toit adorabb* 

LA COQUETTE COBRIOEE, • 

.Had it not been for the warmth of filial 
duty and affection which recalled her to her 
mother's neighbourhood, Fre^erica wouM have 
been well contented to pass the first spring of 
her married life at Rawleighford. At a distance 
from Almack's and the Opera, and all the 
pomps and vanities of London life, her contempt 
for the mere frippery of society had be^n ex- 
tremely philosophical. She listened to the 
nightingales at Rawleigh-glen, and cared not 
for Pasta ; she sentimentalized oyer the setting 
sun upon her own Avon, and cared not for the 
brilliant ball-room at Devonshire House. 
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But '' Vappetitj^ says the proyerb^ '' xie$a en 
mangeantJ^ After a morning's round of busy 
idleness — after having seen a case just arrired 
from Herbault unpacked in Maradan's ante- 
room, and perceived the cont^nptuous glance 
cast by Devy on her last season's bonnet, — she 
began to experience a reviving interest in the mi- 
nutise of female existence. She felt that the finery 
of her trou9Mmu, which had worn the newest 
gloss of novelty in Warwickshire, was obsolete 
in town; that her waist was top short, her dress 
too long, to appear with credit in a London 
ball-room; — and by the time she had paid her 
subscription at Ebers's, purchased a few new 
canezous at Harding's, replenished her dressings 
box at Delcroix*s, and her writing-box at 
Houghton's, she found herself in that elation 
of spirits which a first morning passed m> the 
hurry of the metropolis is apt to infuse into 
a person, whose head is bossed with the oi^n of 
acquisitiveness, and whose pocket is garnished 
with a well-filled purse. Her last errand was a 
morning visit to her friend Mrs. William Ere- 
kyne, whose career of fashionable girlhood had 
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baen eoaietapentj ynHk ber own ; and to whom 
sbe had officiated mi bndesmaid a few amithM 
jmriouBlytohircwiiMurriage. LooiiaEi^ifDe 
wasaverypopalarbttle woman, witk nogreater 
sin upon her Bhoulders tbwa a very empty head 
with a veiy pfetty&oe;— -keeping her husband 
sad &th» in a perpetual coastMnatk>a of anxiety 
by her inconiiderate levities, bnt remaining a 
pFodigious &Toiirite with the world in general. 

" My dearest—dearest Frederica ! " exclaimed 
Mrs. Erskyne, throwing her arma round Lady 
Rawleigb, " how hE4)py I am to haye you here 
agun. How do you like my new house and all 
my belongings ? — For my part I am growing ex- 
ceedingly diE^sted with them ! Ever since I 
pcud a risit to Lady Axeter, in BelgraTe-square, 
I have detested the sight of this old family man- 
tion, with its sqasre staircase and narrow dooi^ 
ways; and I intend that Erskyne shall neither 
eat, drink, nor sleep, — or what he cares for more, 
neither hnnt nor diooty — ^tillfae has settled me in 
the Belgrave quartkr, and let this ponderous 
eld relic of the nuddle ages to scnae eity knight. 
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It would be tbe Tery house for a popular deft* 
tret, 01^ Von fait antichdmbre.** 

^ It 16 well for. you that Lady Drusilla Era* 
kyne cannot rise from her grave and hear you 
utter such treason !" — . 

" And now tell me a little about Warwick- 
shire ; — ^are the .people tolerably humanizedl — 
How glad I am that Erskyne is not aflELicted 
with a family*seat! — ^I should so abhor the 
sight of the avenue — ^the sound of the dinner- 
bell, and the rooks, and the still more atrocious 
cawing of the country neighbours V* — 

** But we have neither avenue nor rooks at 
Rawleighford ] and our neighbourhood is con- 
sidered remarkably good/' 

** Spare me the definition of what is called a 
remarkably good neighbourhood;— -I know it by 
heart A fat D,D. rector, with two exemplary 
daughters in green veils; — ^a Sir Marmaduke and 
Lady Domesday, with their park-paling white 
with age, like their own wigs, and covered with 
lichen like their own chins; — anew Lord Furbish, 
with a new Nashional palace, — ^his plantations 
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- • ^ * - •: 

too yoang to fumisli a bircH broom^ and his 
service of plate. deeply pitted with the recent 
impre^ions.of Goldsmith's Hall; a — ^' 

'* No, no, no !" cried Frederica, laughii^. 
^^ Wrong from beginning to end ! — Sir Brooke, 
the only baronet in the neighbourhood, ^dXt^ 
from the Restoration : our neighbour the Lord 
Lieutenant, is of Norman extraction, and derives 
his coronet from the field of Cressy ; while our 
rector is a fashionable dean, his lordship's 
youngest brother !" 

" Well, well ! — I may have exaggerated the 
sins of your neighbourhood, but I have Qcular 
demonstration, my dear, of your own. Are you 
not ashamed to show yourself in that quizzy 
pelisse ?-7-fringed too!— my maid has thrown 
away hers these three months. I do not think 
I shall allow you, Fred., to pass another winter 
in Warwickshire, to get tanned, and shapeless, 
and unfashioned in this way. While you have 
been leading the life of a cauliflower,. / have 
had such a delightful season at Brighton ! — a 
succession of dinner-parties and balls — quite an 
echo of London. . Do you know I have not 

VOL. I. D 
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passed a ttte^iite erening with Erskyne, half a 
dozen tunes since we married : — after all, there 
IS nothing so very tremendous in the dulness of 
domestic life ! ** 

. '' We are rather fond o5 the seclusion of 
the country. I came up to town chiefly to see 
my mother.'^ 

** Yes, yes ! people generally have a conre- 
nient dowager mother, or grandfather, whom 
they fly to town to Tisit when they grow tired 
of themselves, and their countrynseat And 
now tell me, love, how do you mean to amuse 
yourself? What have you done*— what are you 
Igoing to do ? As soon as you have made your* 
self fit to be seen, I conclude you will want to 
show your diamonds at Almack's ? You must 

call on Lady J. ^ and write your name at 

Prince Leopold's, and the Duke's; and after 
you have been seen there, you will be asked 
every where.— What box are you to have at the 
Opera V 

'' None,'' replied Frederica, blushing of as 
deep a ponceau as her ribbons ; '' Rawleigh is 
not particularly fond of music ; and as he has 
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had a great deal to do in fumUbing his houae 
this year, I have promised him to dispeaae with 
the indulgence." 

" Bat you used to be so passionately fond of 
the Opera t" 

" And am so etill ; but I should not like 
him to incur an espenee which might be 
inconvenient." 

" Konsense, eipenee ! — how I do detest thtse 
workhouse grumblings. Have you not seven oi 
eight thousand a-year ?" 

" Which, as you must be aware, wHl only 
just serve to maintain our estabhshment, and 
bring us to town for the season." 

" When I see Rawleigh I shall insist on 
his opening his purse-strings ; — ^the first season 
is much too early e date for stinginess." 

" Pray do not even mention the subject I 
cannot bear him to think I have a wish ungra- 
tified." 

" While I am only bent up(»i the actual 
gratification of mine. I had tet my heart, 
Frederica, on your sharing my box : I like no 
female society half so moch ai ytdus; and 
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what can that^miserable hundred pounds sig- 
nify to Rawleigh, compared with the pleasure 
we fihall have in being together?** 

** A hundred pounds ! — Is it only one hun- 
dred pounds ? — Oh ! then I can easily afford 
myself this little gratification out of my pin 
money. I have four hundred a-year, and have 
spent nothing at present." 

" While /have five, and am over head and 
ears in debt ! — ^Then I shall consider the matter 
settled, dearest Fred erica; and you belong to 
me for the season. — May I expect you to- 
night?" 

" On Saturday, if you please,'* said Lady 
Rawleigh, rising and taking her leave. *' I will 
not disgrace you by my appearance, till I have 
in some measure humanized away my barbarous 
Warwickshire air.'* 

This little affair had been arranged with so 
much haste and facility, that it never occurred 
to Frederica she could experience the slightest 
embarrassment in explaining it to her husband. 
Yet when she found herself actually seated 
opposite to Sir Brooke at dinner, listening to 
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all the news he had heard at the Traveller'si 
and all the messages he had received for her 
from different friends in the Park, she began to 
premeditate her opening phrase for the dis- 
cussion — a circumstance of rare occurrence with 
the frank and warmhearted Frederica. But 
her attention was soon diverted from herself 
and. her opera-box, by the name of '* Miss 
Elbany." 

" I looked in at your mother's as I came 
home, Fred., to inquire whether she had any 
tidings of Launceston. You did not tell . me . 
what a beautiful girl she has got for a com-, 
panion ; positively I never saw a more superb 
creature." 

''Those are exactly the terms in^which you 
usually praise Launceston's bay hunter ! — Miss 
Elbany is a fine showy vulgar^looking girl ; but. 
much too forward in her manners for her situa- 
tion in life.'* 

" You pretty little slight goddesses of beauty," 
said Sir Brooke, laughing, ''are always in- 
veterate against the ox-eyed Junes — ^such as. 
Miss Elbany: but really, although both tall 
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^nbd fally-formedy your motber'6 youag friend is 
neither coarse nor yulgat." 

^'Pray do not call b^ my modier's youi^ 
friend; — I trust this paragon is not to he 
brought forward in that capacity. — ^I conclude 
her office in CbarlesHstreet is limited to winding 
silk for Lady Launceston— opening and shutting 
the wicket of Chloe's basket — and playii^> 
piquet when mamma is out of spirits/^ 

^' Very much like the sentence of condaima- 
tion passed upon Squire Thomhill in the Vicar 
of Wakefield^ as a punishment fiar ranningajgray 
with Miss Primrose ! — ^But seiionsly, my dear 
frederica, I never heaid you speak or judge sd 
ungenerously before.'* 

. Lady Rawle^^k blushed over her wing of the 
chicken, fixr her consdenee convicted her of all 
the meanness of jealousy; — not of At superior 
diarms of this importnaate MiaaElbany, but of 
the interest she had contrived to excite in the 
bosoms of all her neaiiest relatives. Never, in 
£iet, had poor Frederica passed a more oom* 
fiurtleBs dkmer ! She had a oircnmstance weighs 
ing OB her wind which ahe waa reluctant to 
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ieport to Iter Inuinad; and ifae could foi^m 
neither her mother's companion, nor. her mo* 
flier's dax^iter, iiw duir livalry in liBiif Lann- 
cesbn's afiecticnt. 

" I fajive pRXUKcd to go to Lady HuntingfieU 
to-fu^at," laid ihe, in a aomeirtiat peeri^ ao- 
cent, as she mpped her cofiee : "she is to have 
•ome very good miiac ; add I Tentat«d to an- 
swer for you." 

"Did you!" a^ Sir Brooke^ who had 
niched himself ints cme of GiUow's . anodyne 
ehaira, and waa eaajO^pag ihai specica of chaotic 
Bwntid ragaiy, in which comitry geatlemea, 
who derate sa montha of tbe twdve to the 
■npppeauoa ef the fox, ate douly apt to in- 
dolge after a dinner of three eoomea. " I 
am aerry tot that, — I hate dreasing after din- 
wr, JBst whett one wants to be eomfertable. 
And do- yon know I half promked we would 
diop in oa your mother;— ^e has a bad cold 
—and said something abwit whiat j — ftnd there, 
yon know, my boots will be admias&Ie." 

"I am sore aooie nen lot^ on thfr &c«Uy 
of wearing dirty boots as one of' the main^ift- 
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diligences of human . exiBtence 1 " murmured 
Fredericsu 

*' I ha;re been* riding all the mornings or I 
should not have appeared at table with you in 
my boots,'' said Rawleigh, somewhat roused by 
this conjugal . reflection ; and . exhibitiAg a pair 
of Hoby's faultless productions with their 
French varnish inost blamelessly unspecked. 
And he hitched himself still more comnpiodiously 
into his Morocco dormitory, doubly resolved not 
to go to Lady Huntingfield's. 

'^ Mamma keeps such early hours when she 
is indisposed/' resumed Frederica, sorry she 
had unnecessarily affronted her husband's boots; 
^'tiiat perhaps I had better order the carriage 
without further <lelay ? '^ 
• *' The carriage ? — oh, no !— do let us walk ; 
it is a beautiful night, and we can take the key 
and cross the square to Charles-street ; unless, 
indeed," continued Sir Brooke, opening his 
sleepy eyes, and fixing them good-humouredly 
upon his lovely wife, ** you intend to crush poor 
Miss Elbany's pretensions at once, by appearing 
in full-dress?" 
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''Miss Elbaoy!— I had fiwgottea her ytxj 
exiBtence ! — and I will be ready for you in 
a moment," said Lady Rawleigh, ringing for 
her maid and her shawl, that she might 
incur no further sospicions of coquetry by 
retiring to her dressing-rocHU. And being 
speedily equipped in her Rawleigbford garden 
attire, she looked so pretty, and reminded him 
80 strongly of home, that Sir Brooke, in spite of 
her sarcasm on his negligence of dress, held her 
very closely and fondly upon his arm during 
their short journey to the residence of Lady 
Launceston. 

The ears of the gentle Frederica, which had 
prepared themselves for the pianissimo tones 
exacted by her mother on occasion of colds or 
headaches, or such minor indispositions as could 
be permitted to take their course without the 
aid of a nightcap and Dr. Camomile, were 
something startled as she trod upon the muf- 
fling Ajiminster stair-carpet, — where the " blind 
mc^e" was rarely permitted to " bear a foot fall," 
— ^by peals of vehement laughter proceeding from 
the drawing-room ; and the words, " that horrid 



r 



S9 JNK l«OM»Y« 

Mw ^BHiaoy ! '' wens risbig to- W .lip«» wlien 
the tmuKiBcenieiii of ^ Sir Bm^ke a^id La^JT 
-Bawleighf my kidy!'' wh^speied towards h^ 
noiher'ft easy cl^iir, produced a ah^ut of *' Ha! 
-Bltwleigh, iiiy ^ear feUow^— I'm glad to see you!** 
AflonJiar broth^. 

Lofd Launcestoo, who was imcasemonioufily 
•tretched at full tength upon bis motber's da* 
mask sofa» with boots far less guikless of 
offence than those of Sir Brook^ having arriv- 
^ une^qpectedly in town to dinner, bad found 
im «pipi moved by the sight of I^ucy Elbi^ny's 
bright eyes, to exert himself far more lor the 
(wnmsement of his bui^e-motber^ tba^ he bad 
Mer done belbre in the course of bis six^-aiHl* 
twenty years ; and it appeared to Fredenca that 
iier vi«it to Cbarles-streei;, which was to <^t 
Jber the sacirifiee of Ls^dy Huntingford's concert; 
was- any things but acceptable to the partiea 
j|M>s^ concerned. She thought ''the companion" 
made more fuss than waf necessary in rin^ 
tag for an addition to the toa^ablcj^ and m 
llioping Lady Rawleigh would n^t find tha 
room too warm ; wbilCj in fact, poor Fredericii 
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w*s oeibf hmt to-fiad an; pMscm butter moAer 
doing the hoBOorB «f ^Aaf ronn to facratall. It 
kad been the Boeiie of her own prt^nas fnna 
ditldhood to natuiity ; of her afintiDnate •!- 
tendsace itpM her pncsits; of the emntship 
aadacceptaBoeof berttear Rawleigh; aadtier*. 
— ena theve — ut the eampemoa ;->-4K>{iing sh* 
^ not fe^ the vind frMii the dow, andm* 
t^nitiDg Aether die ^H-eferred Uaefc «.gMeK 
tea.— OflScioua creatate ! 

But if her pwsideacy at the tea-ttWo was 
offensire, what could be ewd of her int«rfei»ee, 
at the whiBt-tahle J— wheeBi^ «)U»d Lady- 
Launceston's chair, adjn^ng the cunite- 
Shades, sorting her caida, ootmthig her triA"! 
Frederica aauafly shrugged her shoaiaeia mtik 
irritation !^or eren Sir l^ooke, uwadly aa 
quiet and reserved in his address te Btoscgwi, 
took it into his head to tJtter Dh nwet eJttrava- 
gant complimenfe to Miss Elbany*S g™o**A' 
isridtiitiesj while Lord Lannceston nfede secref 
signs to her of somewhat contemptuous ad- 
miration of his toother's proteg^, and of Raw- 
leigfa'i nndtsgoised admiration. 
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Surprised, vexed, and mortifiedi. La^y Raw-** 
leigh lost rubber after rubber, to t^ie indig- 
nation of her brother, and the triumph of hec 
husband; and she was heartily glad, when 
her mother's small covered basin ,of Dresden 
china made its appearance, with, twQ.ta,per.stioKe^ 
of dried toast; and when, at this, accustomed 
signal, Chloe jumped up from, her basket to- 
yelp her vesper adieu to the butler„.and givp^. 
the signal for a general move, , . .^ 

^'Now thenl" thought shei, as she Ibund 
herself once .more among the rustliog lilaA^ 
bushes in Berkeley-square, '^ noiw,f. while he 
cannot observe n^y embarrassn^ent, I will tell 
him the history of the opera-bpx«r-^I have been 
committing a little extravagance this morning,'^ 
said she aloud, somewhoit intimidated by the 
sound of her own voice* 

*' So I percj&ive^ by i^he silver paper parcels 
lying on your dressing-room table. I hope 
thpre is a handsome present for sm in the. 
collection ? '^ 

*^ Oh ! something far .worse than you dream 
of! — Tho$e were little mother-of-pearl fopperies 



PJN- MONEY*. 6t 

for my boudoir at Rawleighford ; but my crime 
13 one of hi: greater enormity than could be 
ccmunitted at Hovrell and James's." 

" I di) not believe it, Frederica, for two 
reasons ; first, because you are too reasonable 
to be wantonly extravagant at any time ; — and 
secondly, because I rentored to confide to you 
the necessity for a little prudence, to set us off 
clear in the world next year." 

" But this weighty affair do^ not concern 
Mr. Kuggs and his financial bndget; it'is a 
private business relating to my pin-money." 

Frederica fencied she could detect a little 
start on the part of her companion at the word, 
as if it were displeasing to him. 

" If it is a private business, my love, you need 
scarcely ctmflde it to me." 

" Oh ! it is only private a8 far as regards the 
ways and means ; it involves your person and 
consent quite as much as mine. I have en- 
gaged to take half Louisa Erakyne'e opera-box j 
and I hope you will not refuse me the favour of 
accepting one of the tickets 1 " 
■ Unfortunately they had just arrived at th^ 
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interposing ga£e of liie isqnare'; and Sit 
Brooke deliberately unlocked, swang open, and 
relocked it, and even ciosaed oyer to the pat^ 
ment, before he attempted a reply. Frederica 
was apprehensive she should hare to repeat 
ihe phrase she had found it so inconrenient 
and disagreeable to utter; — and when at length 
he commenoed his answer, it was far more 
formal and unaffectionate than she was in the 
habit of receiving from his lips. 

* I was not aware that I had ever refused 
any request of yours j — and when I proposed t^ 
you to forego the Opera for the present season, 
I acted, my dear, ofi your assurance that you 
had not the smallest indination for a box, and 
{hat you should find your private engagements 
quite a sufficient tie upon your time. I am 
sorry you deceived me; and still more sorry 
d&at the first use you make of your inde- 
pendence, will bring yoti in such close contact 
with a woman so notoriously giddy and mis- 
guided as Mrs. William Erskyne.'' 

'^ I have no reason to think in of my friend 
Louisa," said Lady Kawleigh, with her hear( 
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■tnlliag under the fiist r^roof she lud ever re- 
eeired &om her husband. " Yod »I|ir^(«,desn4 
me to consult my own indioationt <m such 
trimi occuioos; and I coaoeived it mutf be 
^ nuitter of iadifference to jou whether aoe 
hundred pounds of my sUowance were paid 
to Ebers, or to Girardot-rHowever, since yoi( 
disapiHQre this Opcas scheme, [ will ivrite to 
Mrs. Ershyue, and p^suade her to excuse me." 

" By no saeftna ! — I woidd oa no accouni 
have yon pnnroke the attention of cue of the 
noet miscbiefoue tongues in LfMldoa to uiy 
differeoee of opinioa eiiating. between us. 
Nay [—40 show you that I eatertaia ne harsh 
{eetingpnthe subject, I accept your [xoSeced 
ticket; uxL mil. i^are with yoq an amaser 
ment which you rejected a fprtn^^ »go, — as I 
then hoped — in compliment to me. And now 
let us discuss something else. — Did you erer 
see Launceaton in such spirits? — He talks 
of passing the season in town, — asked me to 
look out for a pair of horses for him, — and 
wants you to make a water-party." 

" And include Miss Elbany?" * m^ — 
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** I should think you very unkind to omit 
her; and so handsome and agreeable a girl 
would make a charming tiddition. I am glad 
we took this house in Bruton-street/' he con- 
tinued, knocking at his own door, '^instead 
of the one Mrs. Derenzy wrote to us about 
in Cavendish-square. It will enable us to see 
a great deal of your mother; — and really, Fre- 
derica, we can now make up a very pleasant 
little family-party among ourselves." 

*' Again that odious Miss Elbany!'' thought 
Frederica, as she ran up stairs towards her 
dressing-room. And she closed her eyes that 
night, with a heart more resentfully disposed 
towards Sir Brooke, than she had ever known 
it since the days of Laura Mapleberry and the 
nervous headaches. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



All higLer kDowladge in her presence folia 
Degnded— wisdom in discoone with her 
LoKS discounteDanced — aod like toMy abows- 



The ftdlowing morning had been aotictpated 
by- Lady Rawleigh aa one of considerable per- 
Bonal intereet. She WBS'to decide on. the dress 
for her presentation; and Mrs, Erskyne had 
good-naturedly promised to come and assist 
her choice with all the discrimination of her 
feminine tact and experience. But Frederica 
felt so discomfited by the strong disapproba- 
tion expressed by Sir Brooke of her friend 
Louisa, that all her coquetry on the sub- 
ject of her dress was chilled into indifference; 
and she would have been perfectly satis- 
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fied to make ' her appearance at St. James's^ 
in the train of rose-coloured brocade, in which 
Mrs. Martha Derenzy paid her devoirs to 
Queen Charlotte on occasion of the birth of 
the Bishop of Osnabuig; a substance boast- 
ing the consistency of a wainscot of moderate 
solidity. 

At two o'clock, however, when the purple- 
edged bandboxes of Madame Girardot were 
deposited by Mademoiselle Estelle upon the 
sofas and tables of her dressing-room, and 
when— -with closed doors and the gallery cleared 
— ^e blondes, cmd sating and mairii, were 
csdubited to the adnikati<Mi of Louiaay of her 
&ir sdf, aad of Mrs. Pasley. her lady-in* 
waiting, the tbennoibeler of Fiederiea's vani^ 
toie evea to fever heat; fyad she soon bo- 
came at deeply i&lrolvcd ia die compaiative 
merits of jonquil and Mttber, as the' renowned 
Mrs. Bellamy in those of her Slatira costume! 
On findii^ fcom MademmseUe Estelle that her 
frtmer rival, Laura Maplebeny, waa to be pro* 
«nted at the same diswingH^oom ia her bridal 
-Mpacity as Lady Lotus, die Actually caosed 
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her jewel-bok to be opened, that she iii%ht 
try the effect of her wheat-eara and diamond 
necklace npoo the yioilat satin and vert'boar- 
geom ftivBtf betvreea which her dioice wu 
undecided! 

" Bat mj d«ir»" exclaimed Mis. Eakyn;^ 
" Burely yoa aee aware that it ia de ri^ieur 
fin a Iwide to be presented in whitel" 

" But. Lady Lotos is to make her a^iear- 
ance in the spotless -pmbf of vdiit« orape and 
pearls; and as I hav* laally no tntottion of 
contending with the d sailing imipidity of her 
flaxen locks and snowy apparel — " 

" You tfaiafc of crushing her in diamonds 
and impevial purple ! — Quite- ri^t, uxf sweet- 
est Frederiea; I am chained to peroeiv* 
Aat you assume a little i^irit You rnoft 
have a fiounoe of that beautiful blonde to 
relieve yoursplendoufB, and yon vUl be gnuf 
diote eommt une romt ! " 
■ Lady Rawleigh was by no means satiBfied 
that her dear fnend was not quining b,er 
tanity; bat beiweea hers, and Estelle's, and 
Mrs. Paaley's flatteries, and the t«nptiag i^oa 
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afforded by the brilliants and the glistening 
satin as it was confronted with the sunshine 
by the expert hand of ihe modiste, she was 
prevailed on to select a dress at least thrice as , 
splendid as she had originally intended. 

. '^ I own I am anxioiis that Rawldgh should 
be gratified by my appearance gd soch ail 
occasion/' thou^t Frederica, as she replaced 
the sparkling .wheat-ears in . Pasley's hands. 
'^ And as no one has any right to interfere 
with the distribution #f my pin money, my. 
pardonable extravagance will in this 'instance, 
pass unreproved." 

"Heigh-day ! — ^the doors locked? — what mys- 
teries are on foot?" cried a loud voice in the 
corridor, while the. handle of the dressing-room 
door was . violeptly agitated. " My dear Fre- . 
derica, I beg I may, not intrude, — I would not 
disturb you for the world;— but I have some- 
thing very particular to say to you, and I 
met Sir Brooke in Bond-street, who assured 
me that I should find you at home, and dis- 
engaged.. Yes ! my dear, — I left a very inte- 
resting sale of marbles unfinished at Stanley's 
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in order that I might not lose the opportunity 
of finding you alone/' 

" Not alone, — ^but always very happy to wel- 
come you/' said Lady Rawleigh, unlocking the 
door to admit Lady Olivia Tadcaster, whom she 
sincerely wished back again in the Rotterdam 
steam-packet. 

" What have we here, my dear, what have 

we here ? — ^You know I like to see pretty 

things! — Oh!— your court-dress; — ^well, what 

have you chosen? — ^not violet I hope. — You will 

be taken for a Bishop's wife, or daughter,*-— or 

grandmother, if you intend to bury yourself in 

that horrible flounce ! '' continued Lady {Olivia, 

as Mademoiselle obligingly withdrew the rus<» 

tling tissue-paper from the cases, to gratify the 

inquisition of a lady whom she eyed with 

some contempt, askance, as having '^ bien Pair 

d^une commire^piciire,'^ 

. " Ah ! my dear Mrs. Erskyne, how do you 

do? — Sorry I have not been able to leave a 

card at your door, but I only returned from the 

continent three days ago ; and I have been all 

the momiiig at the Treasury, trying to get a 
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private order to pass my baggage. I fancy I 
am as well known at Dover as the signal-post; 
I often tell Bermingham the Commissioner, he 
ought to give me a per-centage for helping him 
through his business. — My dear Frederica, you 
are keeping this young person waiting ; do send 
her away with her rattle-traps, for positively I 
cannot allow you to be imposed upon with the 
purchase of such obsolete splendours ; you will 
look like a last yeai^s number of the Journal 
des jlf(N2e9«^-*»Mademoiselle, these flowers are 
quite out of date ; — I was with Herbault only 
last week, and — " 

^ Oest possible, Miladt,*^ said the little mo^ 
diste, her eyes darting pins and needles at the 
intrusive advice of a woman in a hat like a 
custard^cup ; ** nuUs eependani^^** 

*' Cependant,** said Lady Rawleigh, deter- 
mined to maintain her independence, '' I have 
ordered my dress; and I am satisfied Ma- 
dame Girardot will give it an air distingue^ 
however faulty may bave been my own taste in 
the selection/' 
. ** Oirardot ! ! — I cannot hecur of your having 
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jour dreu of Qirardot ! — -Mrs. Fasley, have the 
goodneES to show that young person down stairs ; 
I wish fw a little conversation vith my niece. 
My dear Frederica ! are you mad to throw away 
your moo^ in thii sort of fiiTolons manner ? 
My carriage is waiting ; — I have twenty minutes 
to spare; and I will take you to Sewell and 
Cross's, or Waterloo House, where we can in- 
quire the price of wlute satin! — I dare say 
Mrs. Erskyne will come with us?" 

" Thank yon, X<ady Olivia ; I have no hope 
that my life will last long enough, to waste any 
port of it in dancing attendance at the counter 
of a hai^ain-shop, Maradan and Triand save 
me the d^irading detail of knowing how many 
yards of tififaoy and ribbon it requires to make 
me endurable. Farewell^ — dearest Fred, — 
I shall see you to-mOTTOw night at the Opera; 
and pray bring me word that you have com- 
mitted DO infidehties to Girardot and the violet 
satin." 

" That is a very lightlwaded unprincipled 
little person !" said Lady Olivia, throwing her- 
self upon the sofa, and crushing a bouquet of pink 
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Cactus^ left there advisedly by Mademoiselle 
^ Estelle. " I hope, my dear niece, you will not 
pass much of your time in her society ; — I'shal^ 
certainly give my advice to Sir Brooke upon 
that subject, the very first time vre meet. 
Well, — Frederica, ' I have been sitting with 
your mother this morning; and my visit has 
. made me very uneasy on her account/' 
" Indeed ! is her cold increased?" 
" Increased ! — how could it possibly increase ? 
I drove down yesterday to^the Strand, to the only 
shop in London where one is sure of getting 
genuine Welsh flannel, and bought two yards, 
which I wadded into a breastplate with my own 
hands. — Did you ever see what I call one of my 
woollen cuirasses ? — ^And then I went on to 
Newbery's in St. Paul's Churchyard, for some 
pectoral essence of Tussilago, and some coltsfoot 
lozenges in case she should not like it in a 
fluid state ; — so that, of course, I was not sup- 
prised this morning when I breakfasted with 
her to find her greatly relieved." 
• * " Then what makes ^ you anxious about ' 
mamma?" 
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Her folly, my love, — ^her folly ! — ^What 
madness can possibly put it into her head to 
settle a designing young creature like that 
odious Miss Elbany, in the house with my 
nephew V* 

'* But Launceston never lives in Charles- 
street ; he is staying at the Clarendon." 

'' I can only assure you I found him quietly 
taking his chocolate in my sister's dressing-room 
this morning ; with that Miss Elbany smiling 
and blushing at him like a crocodile." 

" Artful creature ! But, my dear aunt, you 
must be dreaming ! — Launceston was never out 
of his room in London before twelve o'clock in 
hijs life. Nothing less important than a fox 
persuades him to overcome his natural in- 
dolence." 

" And a greater fox than your mother's com- 
panion never put forth its attractions/* 

" I am quite of your opinion; my prejudices 
against that Miss Elbany require no aggrava- 
tion. But what can we do ? — ^To warn Laun- 
ceston against the danger would perhaps in- 

VOL. I. B 
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sinoate a notion into his bead, which might not 
otherwise find its way there." 

" Oh! I see exactly how it will be! — My 
poor nephew, who is too indolent to go through 
the labour of making himself agreeable in his 
proper sphere, will be captivated by the cunning 
of a fine showy girl, — always at hand to amuse 
and flatter him; — and Marston Park will be- 
come the prey of a pack of needy adven- 
turers/* 

" And poor William fall into hands unworthy 
to influence his fine ingenuous disposition !" 

'' Believe me I am much too weU acquainted 
with his fine ingenuous disposition to think of 
opposing his evident admiration for this vulgar 
creature^ — ^who looks just like the heroine of a 
parody at the Porte St. Martin ; for I know 
if he suspected a combination against him, he 
would run away with her to-morrow to prove 
his independence. But you must persuade Raw- 
leigh to pass a great deal of his time in Charles- 
street, and be on the look out." 

^' I trust Sir Brooke tpill be frequently there. 
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because my chief object in town is to attend 
upon manuna; but I certainly should never 
dream of taking the hberty to request my hus- 
band would act as a spy upon Launceston and— > 
the Companion," 

'' Thank Heaven^ I am not so scrupulous when 
the honour of the family is at stake ! — / shall 
make it a point to carry this Miss Elbany about 
with me on all occasions; — / will take care she 
is seldom left in Charles-street, in my nephew's 
way; — and / know he would as soon find his 
way into my carriage as into an apothecary's 
shop. I make it a rule to keep aniseed in the 
pockets to guaid the lining against moths." 

*' But you cannot always be driving about," 
said Lady Rawleigh, with an involuntary smile. 
'' Besides, my mother must not be left too much 
alone." 

" Oh! no,— certainly not; but then I shall 
make it a rule to dine and pass the evening 
with my sister, — ^whenever I have nothing else 
to do." 

" That is very kind of you." 

^ My dear Fredierie^, I never scruple to sacr^ 
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fice my time to the interests of my family. To 
be sure, to-day I dine with Lady Quidley, who 
is shut up with a sprained ancle; to-morrow, 
with old Mrs. Warde, for whom I have brought 
over a great lumbering commode^ from Paris; 
on Thursday, with the Wermingtons, whose son 
made himself so very useful to me at Carlsbad; 
Friday a formal dinner in Piccadilly, — all tl^e 
Tadcaster family to meet me at the Duke's 
on my return; Saturday I have promised to 
go down to Richmond, to show the lions at 
Hampton Court to a charming family of the 
ancient Bohemian noblesse, whom I met in .the 
packet-boat on the Rhine: and on my return, 
poor Lady Henry Vardon, the divorcee^ pays me 
her annual visit. While she is with me, yqu 
know my dear, I become a dead letter; for I 
can neither receive visitors, nor take her to oth,er 
people's houses, — who, entre nous, look upon 
her as an inadmissible impropriety; and sp .1 
generally occupy myself while she is ,>vith me 
in looking over and sorting my papers,--T?u^ 
flwering ipj letters, — ^verifying tbe, inyentories 
pf Hfx platf, linien^ boolu, and/un}iture;-T-W|d 
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receiving the annual documents of my Shrop- 
shire estates.'^ 

'' Very amusing for poor Lady Henry! — But 
I suppose she finds it preferable to her solitary 
cottage at Bedfont." 

" But I am idling away my morning here ! " 
cried Lady Olivia, suddenly starting up, " and 
I have fifty appointments before dinner-time. 
Now do not make yourself uneasy my dear 
Fred., about what I told you r,especting your 
brother; for though I have no doubt in my own 
mind that he will throw himself away upon this 
artful, sycophantic creature, there can be no 
reason for you to distress yourself on the sub- 
ject. Good-bye, my love : — as I pass Compton 
House, I shall look in, and send you a few silks 
for your selection, for this unfortunate court- 
dress of yours; — something of a pale blue, or a 
topaz, would look very well with your com- 
plexion. Good bye, my dear; — don't trouble 
yourself to ring the bell,— I shall find my ser- 
vants in the hall; I never allow them to go down 
stairs iti any one's house except Archdeacon 
Drinkwater's, where the golden rule is writteDj 
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framed, and glazed, in tbe servants' hall. I 
have got a little something for you, Frederica, 
among my baggage, when I can get it up from 
Dover; a trifle fi'om Giroux, in the Rue du Coq, 
just to show you, my dear, that I thought of my 
dear niece when I was in the Splendid City. 
Well, — ^I shall certainly stop the carriage, and 
speak a word or two to Launceston if I happen 
to meet him;«^but, for goodness' sake, not a 
word of the little hint I have given you, if he 
should ha{)pen to call here this morning ! " 

"You may rely on me," said Lady Raw- 
leigh, as the receding murmurs of Lady Olivia 
Tadcaster's sosfenufo-accompaniment of twad* 
die, rose fainter and fainter up the well staircase 
from the hall ; and right glad was she to perceive 
on looking from her dressing-room window in 
order to assure herself of the actual departure 
of the fidgetting aunt, that her own britschka 
was in waiting, to convey her from the united 
vexations of Miss Elbany— the court-dress— the 
opera-box — the indiscretions of Mrs. William 
Erskyne — and the officious interference of Lady 
Olivia. 
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CHAPTER V. 



A city dame, 
Bom to adorn ^th ample garniture 
The pageants of the Guild — ^and melt awajr 
Sir Fmgal's ingots in the husy mart 
Of west- world foppeiy, — the play, the ring, 
The motley masque. 



vame's heaaclea. 



Lady Rawlbigh^ who had insensibly sub^ 
sided from the giddy animation of her early 
career of fashionable dissipation into the calm 
domesticity of a country life, persuaded herself 
during the perfect contentment of her existence 
at Rawleighford, that she had completely lost 
her taste for the glare of the ball-room — ^the 
stirring tones of the orchestra — the glittering 
of gaudy apparel. While loitering with Sir 
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Brooke among the clay-trenches^ and gravelly 
excavations, and burrows of bog-earth, — ^forming 
the chaos which promised to assume the 
horticultural perfection of an American Eden 
some future summer, — she was tempted to ex- 
claim, like Wolsey at the gates of Leicester 
Abbey — 

Vain pomp and glor^ of the world— I hate ye I 

But the heart of the country clodpole re- 
sponds not more readily to the pipe and drum 
with which the cunning sergeant baits bis 
recruiting-hook in the village market-place, than 
that of a woman bom and educated in and for 
the great world, to the harmonious discords of 
clashing carriages, yelling link-boys, swearing 
coachmen, and reproving police-men. Seated 
beside her friend Louisa Erskyne in the un- 
lucky opera-box, with the consciousness of 
Nardin's hand in the matchless distribution Of 
her curls, and of Storr and Mortimer's supreme 
art in the arrangement of the emeralds, her 
mother's gift, which shed their pale reflections 
for the first time upon her cheeks, — she fancied 
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that her viyid impression of self-satisfaction 
was solely derived from the pathetic tones of 
Malibran, the well-attuned precision of the 
symphonies breathed in her ears, and the com- 
prehensive charm of a combination of ^^ sweet 
sights, sweet sounds, sweet sentiments.'^ 

But it was not so! — Lady Rawleigh's ani- 
mated interest in the scene arose chiefly from 
the gratification of her own vanity ; combined 
with that buoyancy of temperament which is 
the result of youthful health and innocence of 
heart. She would in fact have been quite 
satisfied with herself and all around her, had 
not Mrs. Erskyne in a momentary tete-a^tite 
interlude of the successive coterie which had 
enlivened their box, congratulated her at once 
on her good looks and good fortune. 

^ You are en bohheur to night, Frederica, 
I never saw you so pretty; and Lord Calder 
evidently visited us to form his judgment of 
the debutante" 

*' What debutante ? — Is there a i^ew dancer ? " 

*' Dancer? — absurd! — as if a man with a 
claim upon the subscription of Chalk Farm 

£3 
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would bury himself at the back of a box like 
this, to decide on the merits of a dancer ! — It 
was yourselfy my dear, on whom he was 
passing sentence j and by to-morrow night your 
fate and fashion will be decided in all the clubs 
of St. James's-street." 

" Lord Calder did not appear satisfied with 
his opportunity of observation," said Lady 
Rawleigh, smiling — ^but not disapprovingly— 
at the levity of her friend ; " for he has given 
me a general invitation to his suppers/' 

" And shall you go to-night ? " inquired 
Louisa in a tone of chagrin that the distinction 
had not been extended to herself. 

'^ To night I have promised to go to Mrs. 
Luttrell's ball, who lives somewhere at the an- 
tipodes, — in the Regent's-park." 

" On Saturday, then ? *' 

'' Oh, no — certainly not ; — ^we never keep 
late hours on Saturday night, on account of their 
influence on the order of our establishment on 
Sunday morning." 

" What a prim little Mrs. Goodchild it is ! " 
cried Louisa, with an ironical laugh. ^^ But 
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next Tuesday— purely you will go to Calder 
House on Tuesday ? " 

" Most likely not. — Rawleigh knows very 
little of Lord Calder ; and I am not anxious 
to entangle myself in his set I am too vain, 
and perhaps too proud, to like the society of a 
man of his description/' 

" What description ? — ^your vanity must be 
ravenous indeed to be dissatisfied with Calder's 
evident admiration." 

" But my pride would shrink from all the 
adulation and petits soins requisite with a 
man of his supremacy, to maintain a place 
in his good opinion. A sensualist of a cer- 
tain age, endowed with the gift of a princely 
fortune to further his inclinations, delights to 
grace his circle with all the young and pretty 
women of society; just as Lord Stafford 
achieves the acquisition of a new work of art, 
or you and I, Louisa, adorn our drawing-rooms 
with rose-trees." 

^' A very laudable instance of good taste." 

*^ In my opinion nothing can be so hor 
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XKuliatiog 9» th^ eweticHis of aiicfa! ai cotortfti 
A younger -laaa would iconsidfir bift gaUatttvy 
taxed to make himself dotibly- agreeable^ lest 
bfi should' be eclipsed by the spkndouirs ttrhich 
aurround him ; whereas at LordGalder's-^' 

^^ Weare all-ecKpected to be at iUrfeet. Very 
true; and the obligation defaire m>oaur to any 
tbiog b«t loyalty^ is a degradation «not to 'be 
endured by a wcNoaan .who findfi heorself an q1»* 
ject of adoration elsewhere^" . ... 

'* And of respect in her own hap{)y home/' 
added Lady Rawleigh, in a lower voice, — as if 
dxeading the raillery of her companion. 

^* The. eagernees which all Lord Calder'^ set 
display in their nvadship for hia. notioe cci^ 
tainly does provoke me at times ; easkd^ after ail^ 
I am very glad he has never invited me ta his 
auppers." . . 

'^ After all? Wby had you ever ^i indt-* 
nation to belong to that cli<|ne V 

^^ Oh ! >dear, no; — ^I love my lib^y and my* 
self far too. well !^-tBot it does look odd, yoa 
know, to live 8« much, in; the same set, iskI 
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nsT6lF ' beinvited to kis parties ; whieVlet tbe 
boat i .be jvbat he ^lay^ ^e 4;ertaiiily 4be begt to 
be.bad fov lQife-rot./&shioB«'' 

Mns. Evskyne did not tibiidc it iieoe38aiiy to 
enlarge on. tUs yexattousj topic; or toiaform 
Frtdeidcathat she had heard in oonfidtoce* from 
the dearvfriend-of a dear fiiend^ of a very dear 
fideod of his lovdsbip> that nha had be^ imani^ 
BUMisly blaekbaUed on a proposal for her admit- 
tance into the coterie at Calder House ; on the 
grounds of . 

That swscastic levit/ of towgpie, 

which never faiis' to create bittemesd and mis- 
imderstaiidiiigdy among a set of idle people 
devoted to scandal and tittle-tattle, but moT"' 
bidly sen^itaiTe . whenever the slightest whisper 
appears to lefleet upon themselves* 

*' Mrs. Erskyne is a pretty piquante Utile 
offMtuce/' had been Lord Calder's sentence of 
exclusion ; ^' but ioo tracassiire to be permitted 
to ruffle the smooth surface of society with which 
I ami desirous of surrounding myself. Even 
summer ligfatxHng^-<-pi:etty and playful as it is— 4s 
formed by the reflection of some distant storm/^. 
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Sir Brooke now made his appearance in the 
box, accompanied by a tall, thin, eager^looking 
man ; whom he named to Lady Rawleigh as his 
friend Mr. Lexley, and to whom Mrs. Erskyne 
extended a bow of abhorrait recognition* 
In truth, she was rejoiced that none of her own 
fashionable and fastidious danglers happened 
to be present, to be driven away by the ap^ 
proach of a bore pre-eminently and universally 
recognised, such as Mr. Lexley ;— a man so flus- 
tered with hurry, that he always appeared to have 
left his mind behind him ; and whose unconnected 
discourse, and uncollected features, seemed to 
have been dispersed by the arduous perplexity 
of business weighing on his responsibility: 
while, in fact, the only business he had ever 
transacted in his life, was to sit, session af);er 
session, upon a hard bench ; and say, '* Ay,*' 
or " No," in the name of one of the most in- 
active and longsuffering boroughs in his mar 
jesty's dominions! 

*' Malibran has been delightful this evening," 
observed Frederica, anxious to bestow a gra* 
ciotts reception upon any person qualified by 
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Sir Brooke as his '^friend ;" — ^however rs^ged 
his locks, and uncouth his mode of retaining 
possession of a full-grown morning hat, bearing 
visible tokens of Strand manufacture* 

" Indeed ! — I am glad to hear it. I have 
only been here a few minutes, and was detained 
in passing through the room by Lord War- 
spite ; — z. little Admiralty business to be talked 
over." 

" Every one dines so late now," resumed 
Lady Rawleigh, "that gentlemen have very 
little chance of hearing any thing of the Opera, 
unless a few determined amateurs who come 
for the premier coup d'archeL^^ 

'* Dine ! " exclaimed Mr. Lexley, horrified 
that any person could believe kim guilty of the 
i»in of a late dinner during the sitting of parlia- 
ment ; " I wish I could flatter myself of being 
-60 agreeably detained from any engagement 
for some time to come ! — I don't suppose I have 
passed two hours at table for the last two 
months ! " 

"A very harassing session/' observed Sir 
Brooke, sympathiungly* 
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Mr. Lexley shook his head with a contracted 
eyebrow, and a desponding lip; while he 
thumbed his great heavy hat with the industry 
«f a kneader of pottery-ware. 

"Any thing doing to night in the house ?'* 

''Nothing verif important; — ^the last reading 
of the salt-water canal bill, — all smooth sailing, 
or you would not have seen me here. I left 
Lumber on his legs, and Trap had thrown in a 
few of his keen discouraging sentences." 

'' Like so many drops of vitriolic acid," ob- 
served Mrs. Erskyne, without diverting her 
gaze from the ballet. 

" And of course Sir Bumble Drone, and the 
other county member, must go through their 
short generalizing answers. All thai will last 
till a quarter before twelve, when the whale- 
fishery business comes on ; — and I must be back 
at one for the division, or I shall get into dis- 
grace and the minority," said Mn Lexley with 
a grim smile, and an elevation of his camelo- 
pardic throat, intended to imply the proud 
consciousness of' independence. 

'* I wonder you venture to be out of the way/' 
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said Mrs. Erskyne gravely. '' Even on ques- 
tions where it is not your intention to speak, I 
have no doubt you are incessantly bored by 
reference for precedents. Erskyne tells me 
that no one could get on without you; — ^now 
this whale-fishery ! — I dare say, if the truth was 
known, Mr. Lexley, you were in the secret of 
that article on the subject in the Quarterly ? 
Surely, surely, you ought not to be out of the 
way when it is before the house ? " 

" Oh ! I have still twenty-five minutes at 
my disposal,'^ said Lexley, taking out a watch 
of the shape and dimensions of a mortar; '^ even 
allowing five, to go round by Arlington-street 
and pick up my friend Phaganhurst, whom no 
one can get away from his claret but myself; — 
we shall want his vote to-night In the 
mean time, I have just got a word or two to 
say to Lord Wilchester, about the Helvoetsluys 
beacon business, of which he has given notice 
for Thursday se'nnight; I fancy he is some- 
where in the house.'* 

*^ You will find him in his stall behind the 
double bass,'' said Mrs. Erskyne, eager to get 
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rid of their visitor on any terms. *^ His bald 
head is as prominent a feature as that of the 
new palace/' 

" Thank you, my dear Mra. Erskyne — ^thank 
you! I never venture among the stalls. If 
you hazard a word in a tone louder than the 
pianissimo of Nicholson's flute, every member — 
that is every dilettante — ^tums fiercely round, 
as if you were out of order.'' 

" Do you intend to stay out the ballet ? " 
inquired Sir Brooke, disgusted by the want of 
courtesy displayed by Mrs. Erskyne to his 
friend. *' If you think of going to Mrs. Lut>- 
trell's, had I not better inquire for the car- 
riage?" 

" Pray do," replied Frederica, as Louisa 
turned to welcome the entrance of Sir Robert 
Morse, the mutual flirt of their young-lady 
days, " or rather let us go at once." 

" Well, my dear Fred. !" exclaimed Rawleigh, 
tlrawing up the window of the chariot, while — 
after a fierce contention with a wrangling mob 
of coachmen, and a confused phalanx of dar- 
riages, they worked their way through Regent*- 
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street^ ia the direction of the RegentVpark,— « 
'^ how glad I am to find myself oace more 
alone with you; I have something of eonse- 
quence to say/' 

" Nothing about Launceston, I hope?" 

" No ! — nor about Miss Elbany, — in spite of 
Lady Olivia's agonies V 

'' She has confided her apprehensions to you, 
then r* 

*^ Actually stopped her carriage opposite to 
Boodle's tibis morning, and sent in her footman 
to desire. I would come and speak to her. There 
I sat closeted with her for a quarter of an hour, 
listening to her predictions of a marriage be^ 
tween your brother and your mother's con&pa* 
nion in an atmosphere resembling that of Sa- 
vory and Moore's shop ; and with the certainty 
of being quizzed to death on my return to the 
cluby touching this family consultation. But 
enough of Lady Olivia — m^ business is of a 
more important nature. Do you know Fre*- 
derica that, with Lesley's assistance, I have 
just now a most favourable opportunity of get- 
ting into parliament." 
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^^ Bat is it worth while to go through all the 
trouble wad expense, with a general election so 
near at hand ?^ 

^^ The trouble will consist in passing a couple 
of hours at the Blue Lion or Black Boar at 
Martwich; and the expense will of coarse be 
commensurate with the diminished yalue of 
the seat. Still it is an expense ; and my only 
demur on the subject arises from a disinclina- 
tion to appropriate a considerable sum to the 
indulgence of my own selfish predilections, after 
urging economy in our general establishment'' 

*^ My dearest Rawleigh !— you talk as if I 
did not participate in your personal pleasures 
aiid distinctions; — as if we had separate in- 
terests.*' 

'^ And so we have !" aswered Sir Brooke, 
between jest and earnest, but afiectionately 
pic^&iiag her hand ; '^ remember the pin-money 
uikI the opera«box, Frederica. How€?rer, I 
ftx^aH write down to Ruggs to-morrow, for 
tho 5*uivcY0i'*a report on the timber of the 
v.^\!c\ estate. Indeed I am pretty sure I can 
K; ^v iho ucvc^ary sum without much incon- 
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TQuience ; provided I can persuade you to make 
the sacrifice of the new conservatory, and to 
forgive me if I occasionally bring forward the 
subject of economy, in our domestic arrange- 
ments." . 

" You can. have very little confidence in me 
to make my concurrence a matter of doubt," 
said Lady Rawleigh, gratified by au opportunity 
of marking her eager sympathy in her hus- 
band's interests ; " I will become as prudent as 
Mrs. Martha Derenzy, emulate her lectures on 
the advantage of ready-money and discount; 
and you shall reward me with &vejranks a-day. 
But what has that tiresome Mr. Lexley to do 
with the business ?" 

" I hope you do not allow yourself to be in- 
fected by all the sijily prejudices and antipa- 
thies of your friend Mrs. Erskyne ? — Lexley is 
]pot a lady's man^ I acl$;nowledge ; but he is a 
yery useful and active member of society/' 
,,.\" Of, society ?— he appears, to me to forget 
t-h^it , he ,^§ any thing l^ut.a member of— parlia- 

»en^-"'. ... 

.j,.f.^ ?effljftBS h^.ff^y be. a little too fond qf 
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fetching and carrying, in the petty business 
of the House ; but notwithstanding his foible, 
he is a very estimable man, — with very clean 
hands, and a very sound heart/' 

" Very dirty gloves, and a very intrusive hat ! 
But how is he to assist you in this borough 
affair?'' 

*' Why he happens to be just the sort of man 
people are apt to refer to in the agency of 
this species of confidential traffic. He has a 
friend with a seat to dispose of, just now, under 
circumstances highly advantageous to me ; and 
I have promised to dine with him to-morrow, 
and settle the business." 
. They were now in the string of carriages 
leading to Mrs. Luttrell's fitey and within view 
of those elaborate festive preparations, with 
which persons of moderate means, moderate 
mansions, and an acquaintance of the moderate 
class, f^ect to rival the hospitalities of the 
Duke of Devonshire or Lady Londonderry. 
The front of a tolerably proportioned house 
overlooking the Regent's-park, was converted 
by the temporary aid of ikx>r-cloth and tar- 



FIN MONEY. 95 

panlin, into a ccuaervatory smelling more of 
Downing's manufEictory than of roees and jes- 
samine; while stars of ill-trimmed variegated 
lamps, daring and smoking, added their un- 
hicky odours to the malaria of the spot. The 
hall of Mrs. luttrell's abode was metamor- 
phosed by a screen of withering lanrel-branches 
ioto a rural retreat; in which some eight or ten 
footmen, — ^with the glaring hveries of the fa> 
mily, banging voluminously upon the shoul- 
ders of half the gang, and betraying them as 
hireBngs for the occasion,— exerted the utmost 
fury of their lungs to announce the entering 
guests. It would have been difficult to decide 
which was the preponderating discord in this 
house of feasting ; — the yells of a hand of ill- 
bred servants,— or the twang of an orchestra, 
of which the musicians c^peared to measure 
their own merit by the rolume of sound they 
eould severally produce. 

At the door of the ball-room stood the curt- 
seying and over-heated Mrs. Luttrell ; charmed 
to behold the extent of the mob she had col- 
lected to stare at her diamond tiara, and ar- 
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rayed in a silver tissue robe, studded all over 
with bouquets of foil, which compelled this 
most brilliant of hostesses to a standing position. 
She took care to be engaged in eager con- 
versation when the announcement of " Sir 
Brooke and Lady Rawleigh/' met her ear, 
in order that her vulgar butler might think 
it necessary to indulge in a stentorian repeti- 
tion of the gratifying sound for the edification 
of the company near the door. Poor Mrs. 
Luttrell, being strictly confined within the limits 
of mediocratic society, conceived that a lady- 
ship of any sort was good for something ; and 
had already made up her mind that, since her 
distant relative had been so aspiring as to unite 
himself with the daughter of a Viscountess, the 
^ame of the Honourable Lady Rawleigh should 
grace her Morning Post advertisement on the 
moiTow, — ^in , company with " Messrs. Rosin's 
incomparable band, and Messrs. Gunter's deU- 
cacies of the season." 

Escaping as quickly as they could from 
the courtesies of a lady who " 'oped they had 
got up to the door without .much difficulty,'' 
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the Rawleighs manoBUvred tbeir way round the 
skirts of a quadrille^ which shook the very 
foundations of the house by its saltatory exer- 
tions; into the second drawing-room; where 
Prederica, by the aid of certain old-fashioned 
diamond-aigrettes with which she had been 
intimately acquainted for the last five years, 
contrived to recognise divers ancient matrons 
and untireable chaperons — Lady Launceston's 
former contemporaries at the card-table. 

But what was her amazement on perceiving 
in the midst of one of these grisly groups, her 
giddy brother!^ — Glistening without much show of 
impatience to the obsequious discourse of a fat 
middle-aged woman, arrayed in a turban which 
might have served the Pacha Abomelique in a 
representatioh of Blue Beard, at the Theatre 
Royal, Birmingham ! — Lord Launceston started 
with surprise, but Speedily rose and joined his 
'sister and her husband. 

** What on earth are you doing here V* whis- 
pered Frederica. 

*' Business, Fred., business ! — ^You see I hitve 
a better excuse than yourself; for I should 

VOL* I. F 



hardly think 5roif irouU^fead either buBuiesB or 
pleasure as your ixkdaoemenf 

'' Hush J Mrs. Luttrell is a distant coBiiexioQ 
of Ravdeigh'^u^' 

" Is that a reason for suffooating youisdf 
with the vapours of lavender-water^huile antique^ 
and hired aigands ? '' 

'^ Haveyotf any better motive for your devo- 
tion to yonder fair Odaliaque V* 

'' That is my future mother-inrlaw/' rndfi 
Xord Launceston calmly. '' You know I have 
long been in search of an heiress; and thes^ 
people^ who are soapboilers or .some such tiling, 
were so obliging as to fall in love with me «t 
Cowes last summer^ and isave me all further 
trouble.'' 

^'My dear Launcestoo, you do not really 
mean that you have serious thoughts of allying 
youraelf with that hcMxible woman V 

'' I never had serious thoughts of any thing 
in my life; except once when I wbb gqmg to be 
flogged at Eton, and had some notion of caning 
ihe Doctor by way «f preventotive. But Mrs. 
Waddleptone has verjfMmoiBB Oughts of allying 




herself mth me* 'Would ydu hke to see my 
bride elect?'' 

'* Certainly not as your bride-eleet/' replied 
Lady Rawleigh ; tumiiig with a look of aniLioitt 
inquiry towards the quadriHe^ and fixing her 
eyes upon a juvenile inummy forming a n^oat 
afflicting miniature of the lady in the tuiban« 

" Quite wrong, Fred ! — ^You have not the leiwst 
touch of animal xaagnetism in your compositio]:]^ 
or you would have found out youir future sistcar 
at first sight," said luord Launeeston; smilingi 
and nodding with an air (^ good understanding 
to a fairer and more graceful sylph than ever 
graced the aristocratic boards of Willis's : — danc-* 
ing with the gentle tranquillity of Madame 
Michau's choicest scholar, and dressed v?i<h z 
perfection of elegance which neither the fi^idir 
ous Louisa Erskyne, nor the still nnore fastadi^ 
ous Mademoiselle Estelle could have taxe4 
with an errcnr of taste. 

''Is not Leonora charming?*' said Lor4 
Launeeston with an irouical smile,. 

'' Charming, indeed 1 — ^bnt ao Leonora Wad^ 
dkstane I am persuaded. She must have heeii 
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changed in her cradle by a iaiiy or an Irish 



nurse.'* 



** Tbe ttrawbcny ripest grows beneath the nettle !" 

theatrically mouthed her brother* '' You fine 
ladies, who fancy there lies no salvation without 
the pale of Almack% know very little of thd 
superiority of beauty and accomplishment to be 
inet with in the secondary set of London society. 
Fortunately for me, my beggary brought me 
among these soapboilers, and brewers, and other 
nonentities^ and I shall consequently bless 
Inyself with the prettiest as well as the richest 
Ivife in the peerage/' 

'' But in sober sadness, I hope you entertain 
no thoughts of forming this m^alliance ?" said 
Lady Rawleigh, and she began to think that 
even the companion— (if an orphan) — ^might 
have been preferable to a Leonora Waddlestone, 
with such a mother. 

** No treason against my Leonora!'' said 
jLaunceston gravely. 

'* But against your mother-in-law V* 

^' What possible fault can you find with her? 
That crimson satin robe was part of the spoil of 





PIN MONEYt 101 

Tippoo Saib's wardrobe — she told me so herself; 
and only look at her pearls ! — 

' Eacli pendant ia her ear shall be a prorince.' " 

" Frightful creature !'* 

*^ If you utter one injurious sentence respect- 
ing her, I will instantly present her to you; — a 
punishment I assure you of some seventy — for 
she will take particular car^ neither to forget 
por be foi^otten by you." 

'* She certainly appeared very satisfactorily 
engrossed by her conversation with you when 
I entered the room." 

'^ I flatter myself she already loves me like 
a son ; and I am certain that she loves me like 
a lord, — ^which is a degree of far greater warmth 
in Mrs, Waddlestone's estimation/' 

" Dearest Launceston ! — I am beginning to 
shudder when you pronounce that detestable 
name ! " 

'^ Leonora will lose it you know in becoming 
your sister. I have been dancing with her all 
the evening, and have only resigned my place 
to your old friend Colonel Rhyse, that I may 
enjoy a little of Mrs. Waddlestone's conversa- 
tion." 
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^^Agtm l'^Waddk€t(n9t! — ^The Bound an echo 
to the sense/' 

'^ I:saimee8ton['' said Sir Brooke, who had 
been detained from their dialogue by the civili- 
ties of Mr. Luttrell, a respectable gentleman 
with Tery large caWes and a powdered head, 
whom strangers usually mistook for the butler, 
^^ it is a rare thing to m«et you in a ball-room. 
Will you make my exetises to Lady Launceston, 
siy dear fellow, and tell her she must be 
satisfied with Frederiea alone to-morrow; &r 
I am obliged to dine with Lexley on particidar 
business/' • 

'' I should think you would dine with the 
brute on no other motive. Howeyer, I wiU 
take care of my sister ;-*-4here will be a large 
party in Charles-street to introduce Miss Elbany 
to all the family/' 

'' I really think mamma is bewitched by that 
girl/' cried Lady Rawleigh. 

"Who is not?" replied her brother, with 
lomething very much resembling a sigh. 

'^ You had better invite your favourite, Mrs* 
Waddlestone, to join the circle,*' said Frederiea^ 
peevishly. 





" Certainly, if you wish it," obsenred Lord 
Launceston, gravely; and he moved eagerly 
towards the lady with the pearl pendants, who 
fanned herself in joyful agitation on his ap- 
proach. 

But Frederica, apprehensive that her giddy 
brother might really execute his threat of in- 
troducing her to his very uninviting friend, now 
whispered to Bawleigh her anxiety to leave 
the room*. Ccnnpassionating her affected fa- 
tigue. Sir Brooke extricated her from the 
crowd; and after standing for a moment in 
the evergreen hall,r-^ the door of & supper- 
room glittering with caramel baskets and py- 
ramids of foil, and savouring horribly of ham 
sandwiches and negua — ^Lady Bawleigh^s car- 
riage " stopped the way*** She arrived in 
Broton-street only half recovered from the 
diock of h€F astonishments and eimstemation* 
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CHAPTER VI. 



A stately palace built of aqnared brick 

Wbich cuamnglj- was witLcmt mottarlaid,. 
Whose walls were high, but nothing Btrong or tM 

And goldea foil all orei them displajred, 
rhst pnrest sky with brightneas they dismayed. 

High lifted up were many lofty towers 
And goodly gallerie* tar over laid ; 

Full of fail windows and deligbtfnl bowers. 



The following morning was devoted by Lady 
Rawleigh, according to a previous engagement, 
to a humdrum drive in the Buhurbs with 
Mrs. Martha Derenzy, her husband's favourite 
aunt ; when for two long hours she found her- 
self condemned to listen to the rheumatic old 
lady's diffuse details of the domestic arrange- 
ments of her neighbours, a Mrs. Scott, a Miss 
Hunter, and a Mr. Wilson, persons who be- 
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longed of a sufficiently unpretending degree of 
life to be within reach of the attractions of het^ 
tea-table; and whom Frederica very sincerely 
wished had superseded her in the pleasures 
of the present airing. Her thoughts were na- 
turally engrossed by the approaching introduc- 
tion of a " Miss Waddlestone" into the house 
of Rawdon!— At one moment^ she resolved to 
exert her most anxious efforts for the prevention 
of such a catastrophe ; at another, the interest- 
ing figure of Leonora recurred to her recollec- 
tion; forcing her to admit that not a single 
young person of her own rank in society — ^not 
even the heiress, her cousin Lady Mary Trevel- 
yan, the object of her former speculations for her 
brother — ^rivalled the pretensions of the soap-» 
boiler's lovely daughter. 

She could not but reflect with some amuse^ 
ment on the needless pains which poor Lady 
Olivia Tadcaster had been giving herself, to 
intercept any possibility of a tke-a-tite between 
Lucy Elbany and Lord Launceston; for although 
the companion had very judiciously declined 
the favour of accompanying her ladyship in 

F3 
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ber moming^s tour of the bargain-shc^Sy she 
had not been able to elude the yigilance with 
which the £»8ter of her patroness thought pio- 
per to establish herself daily in Charles-stieety 
during the hour detoted to Lady Launeeston^a 
siesta, a crisis generally selected by the young 
lord for his visits of filial duty. Frederiea was 
even cogitating over the necessity of acquaint*^ 
ing her aunt with her brother's actual matri* 
monial views and engagements, when Mrs. 
Derenzy, suddenly pulling the check-string 
opposite the ^itrance-lodge of an immense 
house at Kensington Gore, put a period to her 
meditations. 

A porter, covered with lace and aiguilletteej 
having answered the summons, Mrs. Derenzy 
tendered her visiting card, with the imjnrudent 
additional message of ^ Her compliments-^-«nd 
she was sorry she could not get out, as she had 
a lady with her in the carriage." Away they 
drove again ; and Lady Rawleigh had not even 
the curiosity to inquire to whom the house be* 
Icmged and the message was addressed; when in 
a few minutes the carriage stopped suddenly. 
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^ What is the matter/' ciied the oM lady ia 
a fidget of alarm. '' Any thing wrong "mih the 
harness ?" And &he let down the window in a 
prodigious fluster, when a panting footman ia a 
goi^eous livery, similar to that of the porter 
aforesaid, made his appearance sans hat,, sana 
breath, sans manners ; — ^^ Mrs. Waddlestone's 
best respects, ma'am, and she hopes you'U tarn 
back, and 'U be yery happy to see the lady." 

<< What shall we do^ my dear Lady Raw" 
leigh?" 

'* Waddlestone !" faltered Frederica; "the 
SQs^boiier ?" 

" I fancy Mr. W. is in some kind of business 
in the city i but their style of living at the west 
and is quite superior.. I assure you nothing can 
equal the. beauty of their gardens; and if it 
would not be addng too great a fEtvour of you, 
my dear niece, I should really be glad of an op- 
portunity to visit them this fine morning." 

" By all means then^ let us turn back ; but 
as a favour in return, pray dear Madam let 
ne exact a promise of you not to name me to 
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the family; I hare motives for the request which 
I will explain hereafter." 

" Certainly — certainly ; — ^but what can I call 
you V 

" Your niece ;— which will fully satisfy the 
curiosity of Mrs. Waddlestone, touching a per- 
son in a shabby bonnet and last year's pelisse.'^ 

In fact Lady Rawleigh rather congratulated 
herself on this opportunity of inspecting the 
domestic habits of a family, with which she 
was so soon likely to be connected ; and when, 
on approaching the mansion, she perceived its 
long vista of conservatories, the marble stands 
of exotics gracing the lawn, and the swarm of 
domestics congregated at the hall-door, she was 
willing to admit that if a£G[uence were the sole 
object of her brother's matrimonial choice, he 
was decidedly fortunate in having passed the 
preceding summer at Cowes. 

" Remember !" she whispered emphatically 
to Mrs. Derenzy, in assisting her up the vast 
iSight of steps. 

" I give you my word of honour not to men* 
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tion your name,'' answered the old lady, con- 
ceiving that this whimsey on the part of her 
nephew's noble bride must originate in family 
pride. 

** Under any circumstances ?" persisted Fre* 
decica. 

''Under any circumstances !'' echoed Mrs. 
Derenzy, casting .a glance upon the great Buhl 
clock which graced a pedestal of giallo^ntico 
in the hall, in the hope that luncheon-time — 
the hour of pate de Perigordi and pine-appleS| 
at Waddlestone House — ^was not far distant. 

Even Frederica, accustomed as she was to 
the dwellings of the great, felt startled by 
the profusion and selection of the objects of 
virtH which met her eye on every side. — ^The 
staircase was modelled after one of Gaudy's 
superb architectural designs; — and the vestibule 
through which they passed into the drawing-* 
room, was ornamented by fine copies of the 
Whetter and Dying Gladiator, and by an ori- 
ginal Diana with a greyhound, from the clas- 
sical chisel of Schadoff. — ^The soapboiler was 
evidently a patron of the fine arts* 
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The salooa into which they were now usheied, 
was one of thoBe loxnrioos retreftis, which 
modem xefinement delightis to decorate with all 
the triumphs of human genius, and all the use* 
iul inventions of human industry. Opening 
into a conservatory in which tropical plants 
threw up their palmy leaved into a dome where 
the slender threads of a jet d*eau produced a 
succession of rainbows, overarching blossoms 
bright and evanescent as their own hues, it was 
loaded with all those inviting means of repose, 
afforded by cushioned ottomans and chairs at 
every angle of inclination suggested by the 
fancy of indolence. Jardinieres bright with 
flowers, were intermingled with triangular per- 
ambulators filled with the last new works of 
the day ; and although five pictures only graced 
the walls, covered with velvet hangings of a 
pale fawn colour,— they were five chef d^ooivres 
from the hands of Claude, Hobbima, Ruyo- 
dael, Salvator Rosa, and Vandyke ; such as 
the intellectual eye delights to rest upon 
with daily increasing partiality, till th^becoBse 
familiar and precious ia its estimation as the 
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faces of those it loye& On ODie side of the sa- 
looa stood a magmfieent organ and harp, sup- 
rounded by a scattered profusion of music ; and 
near the fireplace a calHnet of exquisite minia* 
turesy which might hsLre been adjudged as the 
works of Isaac Oliver or Petitot, had not a half- 
finished performance of similar merit appeared 
on a little ebony bureau beneath; accompanied 
by a palette and bnehes and the various imple- 
ments cf a fiiirer artist. 

Frederica was startled from an examination 
of this beautiftt} collection, by the vociferoi»» 
entrance of Mrs. Waddlestcme; and she had 
just time to drop the thick ChantiUy veil over 
her faee> and hear herself casually announced 
hy Mrs« Martha, as '^ My niece, from Warwick* 
shire.'' She had not been deceived in antiei* 
patiog that the Waddlestones would resolve a 
nameless niece, in a dress of Quakep-Hke siiifr* 
plicity, into a poor relation, — a species of un^ 
salaried Lucy Elbany; and she wasc(msequently 
permitted to seat b^^lf at a very satisfactory 
distance from her hostess, and to listen unmo- 
lested to the dialogue with her humdrum relative. 
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*' La ! — Mrs. Derenzy, my dear Madam ! how 
could you hesitate about bringing your own 
niece to Waddlestone House ! Pray be assured 
I shall always feel particularly gratified in see- 
ing any of your family^ chez moi" 

*' You are extremely polite, Ma'am ; — I am 
sorry that the state of my health does not more 
frequently permit me t6 make inquiries after 
yours and Miss Waddlestone's.'' 

" Thank you, my dear Madam,— -thank youj 
Leonora is as well as the dissipation of the 
season will allow; — torn to pieces, Mrs. De- 
renzy, torn to pieces with the pleasing toils of 
the grand monde. — ^Ah ! here she comes, — poor 
dear; — quite languid with the fete of last 
night ; I assure you it was le point de jour be- 
fore we reached Waddlestone House.'* 

Leonora, dressed in the .utmost simplicity 
of morning dress, now made her appearance 
from the conservatory; and after a graceful 
recognition of her mother's elderly guest, seated 
herself in a much more courteous vicinity to 
the anonymous niece, than Mrs. Waddlestone 
considered due either to her degree or her pe- 
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lisse. Already she had entered into a desultory 
conversation with the stranger, touchipg the 
state of the weather and its influence upon hec 
flowers; when the attention of both ladies was 
arrested by the sound of Lord Launceston's 
name uttered by Mrs. Waddlestone ; and nei- 
ther of them found it possible to maintain their 
separate dialogue, while so interesting a topic 
was discussed within their hearing. 

" Yes, Ma'am ! — a more charming entertain-r 
ment I think I never beheld. Mrs. Luttrell i^ 
a sweet woman ; — she has diamonds enoi%h to 
form a moderate-sized chandelier, and I mus^ 
say she does them ample justice ;— one seldom 
sees her without them, except at church." 

" She is a distant connexion of mine," said 
Mrs. Martha, eagerly ; " but her hours and 
habits are too fashionable for me, — I do not see 
much of her." 

" Yes ! she is quite one of the beau monde ;— ^ 
excellent company at her house !— We had 
Lady Williams, and Lady Thomas, and Lady 
Smith, and Lady Wilson, — and a vast number 
of people of fashion. We took our protege, 
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jwxkg Launceston, with us ; for I veafiy ean^t 
sinde that Leonora should dance with indiff* 
criminate partners^'* 

^Lord Launceston ? " inquired Mn^ Derenzy; 

^ Oh ! hi& lordship is quite fenftmi de ht 
familk at Waddlestone Hoiise,^ said the soap 
boiler's lady, looking towards her daughter 
with her mouth drawn on one side by way of 
innuendo. '^ We had Launceston's sister there 
too, — ^that little Lady Rawleigh; — but I must 
ewn I didn't think much of faer^ and as to Sir 
Brooke, he has more the air of an apprentice 
than of a. man of fashion/' 

^' My dear mamma,'* interrupted Leonora, 
distressed by her mother's superfluous sarcasms, 
^ surely it is impossible to be more elegant in 
address or appearance than Lady Rawleigh ! ^ 

"I don't know what you call an elegant 
dress," observed Mrs. Waddlestone; **but I 
got as near her as possible, and if hers was not 
Urling's net, I am very much mistaken." 

^ She is so graceful and ladylike that I own 
I did not notice her dress/^ said Leonora. 

''^Sir Brooke and Lady Rawleigh are my 
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f«Ey near reiaAfeBl'* cried Mis. Martha D&- 
senzy, gaspng with constemation^ but not 
knowing how to terminate the iUtimed con^ 
meiatB of her hoateicu 

*^ I am sure Mhl Derenzy, my dear Madam, 
i ask yoarpaicbn^^but when one hears peoide 
so cried up as Lannceston is always trying up 
this sister of his, it does incline one to be a little 
screre.'* 

^ Brothers are partial judges,'* said the old 
bdy, fidgetting on her seat with alarm* 

^ But Cokmel Rhyse is not brother to Lady 
Rawleigh/' observed Leonora; ^and he has 
often assured me she is a model et feminine 
gentleness*** 

^ Oh ! Colonel Rhyse makes it a pmnt ot 
consdenee to swear to the truth <^f all Laun- 
eeston*8 rhapsodies. However, I dare say we 
shall have amjJe means of judgix^,-*! dare 
say we shall have plenty of Lady Rawleigh's 
company before we die, — A I LecHiora?**— «And 
again she distorted her mouth by a 'significant 
screw. 
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Leonora^ pretending not to hear this coarse 
apostrophei which in fiict served to colour her 
face and throat with the deepest crimson, now 
turned towards her silent companion with some 
trivial observation respecting her drive ; when 
Frederica, feeling that she was practising a 
somewhat unfair deception by making herself 
the auditress of Mrs. Waddlestohe's notes ex^ 
planatory, inquired whether it would be taking 
too great a liberty to beg to accompany her 
through (he celebrated gardens of Waddlestone 
House. Leonora, ever eager to give pleasure 
to others, and particulai*ly anxious to divert the 
attention of the stranger from her mother's sa* 
tires, instantly rose; and followed by Lady 
Rawleigh, Moved towards the conservatory* 
But Mrs. Waddlestone, who had heard the 
petition, and considered it somewhat encroach* 
ing on the part of Mrs. Derenzy's humble com* 
panion, called out after her daughter—" Now 
pray, my dearest Leo., don^t go to overheat 
yourself! Put up your parasol, and put on 
your bonnet; for you know Launceston and 




PIN MONEY. 117 

his friend may drop in from minute to minute, 
and his lordship can't abide to see you scorch- 
ing your eyes out by a coup de soleiL" 

Leonora promised compliance with these 
inatemal injunctions; and in another ininute 
iPrederica found herself alone with her futurd 
jsister-in-law^ in one of the prettiest flower* 
gardens which ever put forth its roses since 
those of Armida. She was deUghted to per- 
ceive that the youthful heiress pointed out to 
her observation every plant and every rarity 
really deserving her attention, without the least 
;^arade or affectation; and as Leonora stood 
with her sUght figure and silken curls, leaning 
kgainst a marble vase, in the shadowy coolness 
of a trelliced walk covered with flowering aca-» 
cias. Lady Rawleigh was so captivated by her 
beauty, and so disposed in her favour by the 
defence she had uttered of her 6wn, that she 
was half-tempted to claim her at once as a sister. 
Fortunately, the reminiscence of Mrs. Waddle- 
dtone was still sufficiently strong upon her 
mind, to restrain her within the bouilds of 
prudence. 
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'' I could not have conceived/' eaid Frederica, 
** tiiat 80 secluded a spot existed mtiun a mom- 
ing's drive of Bond-stveet.'^— 

'^ Except frcxnthe visits of our London friends,*' 
replied Miss Waddlestone, ** it forms quite a 
lonely eountry-house. I am verynmcli attached 
to this plaee. I often think that small as this 
gai*den is, I could be content to limit my future 
existence within its walls/' 

''That notion/' thought Lady Rawleigb, 
'' must certainly have originated from her t^te-^* 
tSte walks with Launceston in this very ber^eau ! 
—But Mrs. Waddlestone has been telling us 
wonders of the dissipated life you lead," said 
she aloud. ^' Surely you would not wish to 
resign the pleasures of your London season ?" 

^ I would not renounce the society of my 
intimate friends; but I cannot say the at- 
tractions of our general acquaioitance would 
often seduce me from my own happy home. 
You know/' said Leonora, blushing deeply, and 
shaking away the cuds from her deep blue eyes 
with a Moile of proud humility, ** we are but 
parvenus ; a fact which here I can easily forget; 
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bat vrhich is incessaziily xeeaUed to ifte m, a 
London baUr^xMsn^ either by the ymai of refimr 
ment of our equals, <or by the oofntemptuom 
bearing of ottf sapericrcu That Tery Lady 
Ravvleigh, of whom we wexe speaking just 
now, rushed £rom Mrs. LuttreU's party, last 
xughty oQly to avoid an introduction to us;**^ 
u fact which I jooention to expuse the asperity, 
with which she was mentioned by manunar-r 
who has by nature tiie most indu%&at dispOi- 
sition in the world. I dioidd be sorry th^t a 
stranger judged either herself or the olgect of 
her strictures, from a few hasty w<hx1s uttemi 
in a moment of yexatkm." 

'' Believe me, J sbo«ld not take the Uberty''«-" 
Frederica began— 

'' Do not let us say another woid $m an unr 
{deasant subject,^' ^i LeonorSy rallyii^ her 
spirits, which wexe earidentlj in a minor kej!^ 
'' while we have these beautiful Camellias t9 
look at. This dfdieate flow^ is the 'Lady 
Hume's blush /--^isi^at a pity that any iSmg s^ 
loyely should be Mentis !''«^ 

But Lady Rawleagh^iiL momcaartajy appro- 
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heusion of her brother's arrival and of the 
annoying explanation which must ensue/ hurried 
through the lofty greenhouses glowing. with 
blossoms, on pretext of Mrs. Derenzy's impa- 
tience; and arrived in the drawing-room at the 
same moment with a tray, covered with a 
greater variety of fruit than ai)y place but 
Ragley Castle, or Owen's shop could possibly 
-rival. She had now the nervous perplexity of 
seeing her aunt attack a conical bunch of superb 
Frontignan grapes, which nothing short of ten 
minutes could possibly suffice to demplish; and 
Very earnestly did she long to take justice, and 
Mrs. Waddlestone's scissors of embossed gold 
into her own hands, and curtail the enjoyments 
of poor Mrs. Martha Derenzy. Dreading every 
moment to hear the doors^ thrown open, and her 
brother announced, she attempted to beguile 
the time by noticing the pictures decorating the 
apartment 

'^ They are indeed matchless," said Leonora, 
without any affectation of humility. '' My fa- 
ther is considered an excellent judge of pic- 
tures; and in purchases, has the advantage of 




J^IN MONSr. 121 

being advised by the most eminent arfists of tbe 
day, many of whom are constant visitors here* 
We have very little to do with men of fashion, 
or men of rank ; but my dear father is highly 
esteemed by men of genius of all conditions/' 

It was fortunate for Miss Waddlestone that 
her mother was uttering her parting civilities to 
Mrs. Derenzy when Leonora gave utterance 
to so plebeian a declaration; and she non^ 
bestowed a valedictory curtsey of most con- 
temptuous brevity on the nameless and well- 
veiled niece who hastily followed her guest 
from the saloon. Just as their carriage passed 
the lodge, Frederica perceived her brother and 
Colonel Rhyse leisurely approaching; but the 
unknown chariot of Mrs. Martha Derenzy 
was of far too gothic a build to attract their 
attention ; and the remaining way from Ken<* 
sington Gore to Bruton-street, was enlivened 
only by the old lady's exclamations concerning 
the coarse illnature of Mrs. Waddlestone— the 
excellence of her grapes — ^the beauty of her 
daughter— ^nd above all by her own regretd 

VOL. I. o 
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tlx9.t Fredeiica should have exposed herself 
to a predicament so disagreeable. 

^' I see your motive, my dear ma'am ; I can 
imderstand your desire to form your unembar- 
rassed observations upon a family with whom 
you may possibly become more closely united ; 
but I know not whether most to lament the 
annoyance to which you have been exposed, or 
the unequal alliance projected by my Lord 
Launceston/' 

Lady Rawleigh, however, entertjdned no 
doubt as to the comparative magnitude of 
the two evils; and she dressed herself for 
the dinner in Charles-street, without having 
found time to communicate half her distresses 
to Sir Brooke, or make up her mind as to the 
extent of the intelligence due to her mother 
and aunt. Launceston, in his well-appointed 
but unostentatious bachelor equipage, having 
called for her before the ceremonies of the 
toilet were fully concluded, she desired he 
would proceed and send his carriage back for 
her, to avoid the inquiries of a tdte*ll-t6te ; 
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and when his blood-horses a second time 
skirted within a hairVbreadth the iron-rail- 
ings of Berkeley-square towards their destina- 
tion, she could not but contrast their rate of 
speed with her morning's jog-trot with Mrs. 
Martha; and even with the sober pace at 
which Sir Brooke, with his heavy Rawleigh- 
ford-bred bays, was proceeding towards West- 
minster and the Lexley consultation. 

" And now," said Frederica, as she stopped 
at her mother's door, " now for the forward 
officiousness of Miss Lucy Elbany ! — Little 
does, she suspect how thoroughly all her arts 
are thrown away upon my brother ; or how dif- 
ferently he estimates the modest simplicity of 
the heiress of Waddlestone House, and the bold 
glaring displays of Lady Iiaunceston's compa- 
nion/' 
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CHAPTER VIL 



PnuU ii a Senator ! 

TEKICK PRE8XRVZO. 

SiE Bbooke Rawleigh and Mr. Lesley 
were so unibrtunate as to belong to different 
tlubs ; and the private residence of the lat^^r 
was therefore selected as the scene of their ne* 
gotiations^ It is not to be supposed th^t 
wholesale and retail dealer in Paiiiacpent 
could have fixed his domicile in any oth^er 
parish than that of St Margaret^ Westminster; 
ftud Sir Brooke accordingly , found himsjslf 
idiivtea.io the ekitranee of a. payed coi}rt,--rsyn 
^ol^firahioned cul-de^sac whosj^ heie^v^y arch^- 
ifinreSiOf carved w^oodrworkr^ iWiDW^ nin^qfi^. 





and ostensible roofing of red tile^ formed a me*** 
lancholy memento of the domestic architecture 
in vogue during the early days of the H^no* 
verian succession. A peep into the Birdcage- 
walk; at the peril of dislocation,— and he 
unceasing carillon of St. Margaret's chimes, 
formed the sdle* eiili>renment of this dingy 
senatorial retreat. 

' A mlysterious-looking, middle-aged man, with 
speckled stockings, powdered hair, and a slight 
hint of a pig-tail, — ^who might have been in- 
discriminately taken for a butler, a clerk, or a 
isticrefary, — circumspectly u^ered the expetted 
gtiiest into hi£( master's study ; with a' whispi^e4 
assurance that Mi*. Lexley would shottly taiake 
Ms appearance, having probably been detained 
at the House ; and "Sir Brooke> as he geczed. 
aroutid tie uninviting chamber, could net but 
'feel that he should be very unwillitig to adopt 
the habits of life of ttis active servant of the 
^untiy, ill assuming a simitaf weight of par- 
liamenta^ responsibility* He examined the 
tall, daric,' spider-legged mahogany' wtiting- 
Utble,-^spatted'with much ink, aad> indented 



125 PIN MONET^ 

widx severe peamanship^-^-^e unsightly book** 
eftses filled with Tellum*"boaiid folios and buff- 
leather quartos,— (REPORTS, from Vol. I. to 
Vol. DXXVIII.,) — and a ra^ed regiment of 
loose and unconnected pamphlets ; — ^the chua* 
Hey-piece graced ynih two dusty glass giran- 
doles and a museum of printed and wafered 
circulars, addressed by divers clerkly hands to 
^' John Lesley, Esq., M. P.,*' — ^till his mind in- 
voluntarily reverted to his snug library at Raw«- 
leighford, Morel-and-Seddonized into the ut* 
most refinement of literary ease, and musky 
with Russia leather! — its scattered memo* 
randa collected under the paper-weights 
t)f VuUiamy's choicest bronze,-^-and its arti* 
ficial light distributed by reading-lamps 
and shaded candles, such as might have as- 
sisted Methuselah or old Parr to decipher a 
diamond edition without spectades ! 

After the miserable solitude of a quarter of 
an hour, passed in a retreat presenting few ex- 
traneous attractions to divert the attention 4»f 
its owner from the dry details to which he sainr 
iH to devote his existence, a hurvied raplia- 
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Honnced Mr. Lexley's return; aikl having ac* 
coated his punctual guest with aa incohereut 
eKplauation touching the lateness of the divi-* 
sbn^ — ^the harassed member alluded to the ne« 
cessity of washing those hands, the cleanliness 
of which had been so much lauded by Sir 
Brooke to Frederica, and rushed up the creak^ 
ing BtaiiB in his usual flurry of superfluous ae* 
tivity* 

Rawleigh, who was now growing hungry and 
fractious, was right glad when at length he 
found hixnself seated opposite to his host at the 
dinner-table; with a tureen of yery diaphanous 
mock-turtle, and a dish of flaccid salmon smo- 
thered in horse-radish and suirounded by some 
«melts . of the consistency of cuttle-fish, stand- 
kig between them* As soon as he had in some 
degree appeased his appetite with these unin- 
viting provinons, — ^which Mr* Lesley announced 
to be ^* bachebr's fare," or " pot luck,'' or some 
ether apologetio designation of a filthy dinner, 
' — ^ir Brooke, on casting his eyes around him, 
'^osived that a well stored dumb-waiter w^ 
|itac8d near Ins host> and another within his 



£18 Pm MONBY. 

.own reach ; and that no eooner bad'the myste- 
. wimiB l>utler placed upon the board two botfles. of 
sheuy, a saddle of rancid muttoa, a hay* 
cock of mashed potatoes^ and a tepid, salad, 
th^MQ^ he withdrew from attendance ;-^osing 
^e door as charily after him as if either his 
master, or his master's guest, were labouring 
under a concussion of the brain. .It was en* 
dent that he was familiarly trained to the bu- 
siness-like privacy of Mr. Lesley's confidential 
dinners* 

. '^ And now, my dear Sir^ we are alone /" said 
Lexley^inanopeningphrase;twisting9 ashespoke 
his long throat over his shoulder, like that of an 
ill-trussed ptarmigan, to ascertain that his cup- 
bearer had left the room* Unconsciously the 
awe-struck baronet followed his scrutinising 
glance, and began to feel that there was some- 
thing inexpressibly awful in all these mysterious 
preparati<»ts for secreey. Nothing was wanting 
but Miss Kellyi to render the scene a perfect 
melodrame 1 

It is to be hoped that the courteoua reader 
Af these memoirs, has fonned no expectaition.of 





/ 



k^afing tOhat it was that Mr. Letfey ihxmghiit 
to niiet, wbeia he fotind himiself ^^ aione'* mth 
his friend Sir Brooke andthe twadumb-wftiters^ 
The mysteries of Isis are not more rigidly saer^ 
in our sights than those occasionally tratisait^ted 
in the parish of St. Margaret; and if the {Ito- 
eess which sufficed to render our esliftsable 
Rawleigh sole representative of the respectdble 
borough of Martwich should ever chance tb be 
betrayed to posterity, so indiscreet a revelation 
shall never be traced to our pages. We prefer 
adjourning from Mr. Lesley's second course ta 
the dinner in Charles-street. 

Already predisposed against the claims ai^ 

encroachments of Miss Elbany, Lady Rawleigh 

felt extremely indignant on entering hey 

mother's crowded drawing-room, to observe 

liOlrd Launceston hanging over her chair; and 

devoting to the Cooipanion that species of' d&^ 

tingui^hing incense which he had no longer *aAy 

-li^^ht'to ofibr except upon tht altar 'at Kensin^-* 

ton Gore. If any excuse could foe mad^ 

'!ftri* his"let4ty, it itiight have beefe'k^iiiJedly 

H<^mxit* ini'thd 6>iirpiA6ing' icmUxma^oi tihe 

G3 
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object of his infidelity; Frederica^ who 
had never before beheld her with the ad-* 
vantages of evening dress, was astonished by 
the perfect symmetry of Lucy's commanding 
figure, and by the graceful turn of her head 
and shoulders. But her attention was not long 
permitted to rest On details so captivating and 
so fraught with vexation to herself. Lady 
Olivia Tadcaster was now announced, bearing 
upon one arm a steel-embroidered orange- 
coloured velvet reticule emulating the di- 
mensions of a night-bag, and gleaming with the 
superficial, splendours of the Palace Royal ;-^ 
and upon the other, an elegant looking little 
woman, rather over-dressed, whom she eagerly 
presented to the attentions of her niece, as her 

m 

friend Mrs. Woodington. 

Lady Rawleigh instantly recognised in the 
sparkling miniature before her, — ^in which a few 
of the defeatures of time were varnished over by 
the hand of a skilful artist, — a very rich widow 
who had long been the object of Lady Oliver's 
matrimonial manoeuvres in favour of her 
nephew; and Frederica could not help regret- 
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ting, as she gazed upon the elaboration of Mnk 
Woodington's toilet, — ^the waving of herfeathers, 
—the profusion of her trinkets, — ^and the intricate 
precision of the plaiting of her beret sleeves, — 
that so much labour was lavished on an in- 
grate. It was indeed a matter of very little 
surprise to her that Lord Launceston should 
prefer the graceful and girlish simplicity of his 
Leonora to the artificial and apprite omateness 
of the showy little widow of Woodington Park ; 
who was notoriously on the look out for an ex- 
change between a poor coronet, and her liberal 
jointure. But she felt that her brother 
wouU have been far more becomingly em- 
ployed in doing the honours of his mother's 
house to his mother's guests, than in listen- 
ing entranced to the '' persuasive words and 
more persuasive sighs'' of Miss Lucy El- 
bany. 

Her own attention, however, was soon 
monopohzed by the assiduities of Sir Robert 
Moree ; who appeared as much delighted to 
welcome Lady Rawleigh back to her former 
haunts, as if he had never aspired to the snules 



of Misfl Rawdon } — as anxious io assume ' the 
tone of the favouied friend^ as if he had never 
found himself a disappointed suitor. — Ilord Laun* 
^ston was compelled to do the honours of the 
table to an old card-playing Countess Ronth<mty 
and an ancient Lady Layinia Lisle (a* i^pinsteri 
whose matrimonial engagements had been 
ruptured by the loss of her lover in the first 
American war) ; his glances straying ever and 
anon towards the fine contour of Lucy 
Elbany's head, which turned towards himself 
only the chignon of its luxuriant raven hair^ and 
towards her neighbour, Sir Mark Milman the 
lustre of its countenance; — ^while Colonel 
Rhyse, who would willingly have profited by 
his position on the left of the Companion to 
divert himself with the liveliness of her sallies, 
and the exquisite art with which she contrived 
to call forth and illustrate the absurdities of 
Sir Mark, found himself obliged to listen to 
the nimini^pimini, underbred, officious no* 
things of little Mrs. Woodington, which he 
knew were bestowed upon him solely in honour 
of his Pyladeship with their noble host. Th<l 
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gvimacing widow was far too accurately aiware 
of the value of heiaelf and her jomture, to 
droam of throwing away her atteutioos, on auy 
otiser' gi:^uiid$i up<HX a mere Colonel in th^ 
Ouacds ; fourth son to a paltry Irish earl^ — ^the 
list of whose offspring occupied a whole pag^ isx 
the peerage. 

The only person of th6 party posted to her 
entire satisfaction, was poor Lady Launcestqn ; 
who enjoyed the consciousness of a large Ja- 
pan screen between herself and the windows, 
of a chaufirette at her feet^ and a fat comfortable 
old dowager lord on each side, ready to talk to 
her of the last news of the last century, in tones 
which would not have drowned the morning 
hymn of an humble bee. Unless with Dr. Jennet 
on her right hand, and Sir Hemy Halford or 
her quotidian apothecary, on her left, she could 
not have eaten her boiled chicken, and sipped 
her toast and water in a more gratifying neigh^ 
bourhood ; while the prominent, dictatorial 
]ukdy Olivia, like a personification of the impe* 
rative mood, was very aptly stationed between 
the preterplup^eet politeness of the obsolete 
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Lord Twadell, and the Bubjnnetive appendix of 
Mr. Broughl^'s modem ^iligfatenment. 

Mr. Broughiey was a learned pundit and 
travelled man ; — had seen not only ^* the 
Louvre" — (which he appeared to consider as 
cockneyfied a monument as Aldgate pump) — 
but the domes of Mecca, and the senate-house 
of Washington;— 4iad assisted at a storthing at 
Drontheim — ^a diet at Pesth ;— palavered with 
the dog-ribbed Indians, — and sat face to face 
with the mummy of Moops, by the light of one 
of Davy's safety-lamps, in the Great Pyramid. 
This active member — ^not of society — ^but of all 
the societies of modem Europe, was one of the 
few persons to whom Lady Olivia Tadcaster 
bowed submissive, as pre-eminent above her 
omni-motive self. 

She had originally made his acquaintance in 
shooting the falls of the Lahn, on her retum 
from the Taunus mountains, where she had been 
passing the summer, in order to drink Selt* 
zer water fresh from the rock; and had 
since intersected his orbit upon her travels, — 
once in the cabinet of the Japanese Palace at 
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Dresden, and once in thflt of the celebrated 
restaurateur where the legs of geese are candied 
in sugar, at Toulouse. He was now recently 
returned from an Italian tour ; and it was as* 
tonishinghowmanydearold friends — Romagnese 
Princes, Signori Abbati, learned librarians,-^ 
Arcadian academicians, blue professors, purple 
Eminences, ruined temples, ruined rou6s, cap- 
tains of banditti, and captains of the papal 
guard, she found occasion to render the objects 
of her inquiries. Like the French Marquis, who 
exclaimed with affectionate recognition, in some 
royal library, ^' Ah ! mon cher Ciccron ! — c'est 
h mime que MarcTulk!" — ^her ladyship in* 
quired how the poor dear old Coliseum had 
stood the winter, — ^and whether the Palazzo 
Aldobrandini was likely to get rid of its 
maVaria /— • 

'' Is there any truth, Milman," inquired Sir 
Robert Morse of Sir Mark, in the pause of his 
devotion to Lady Rawleigh, '^ in the report that 
Rousford gives up the hounds V* 

^' Mere illnature, Sir — ^mere illnature." 
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^^ But they say his health will not allow him 
to stand another season.'' 

" Scandal, Sir Robert, scandal !— one of the 
idle reports of the day." 

'^ I trust it may be so; but I can perceive 
nothing calumnious in saying that Mr; Rous- 
ford is consumptive.*' 

^* What business has the public with any 
jnan's health ? — ^What right have people to feel 
Mr. Rousford's pulse? — I say, Sir, that all 
domestic privacy is over in this country ! — ^no 
individual can put on his nightcap and die in 
peace, but his last moments are to be dis- 
cussed, and his medicaments canvassed just 
as if he was public property. It is an outrage 
to the liberty of the subject that we can nei- 
ther share our roast-mutton with a friend, nor 
have a headach when it suits us, but our mo- 
tives for the measure, Sir, are to be talked 
about, and written about, and falsified for nefiu 
rious purposes. Half the mischief of modem 
society is done by this sort of invasion of priva^ 
life, and idle diiscussion of out affairs.'' 
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" Becf^u^e you s^^'* said Sir Robert, who—* 
never listening .to long sentences of any descrip-* 
tion^^and perceiving that Sir Mark |iad set in 
for a prose, had wisely occupied the interval 
with a glass of hock, and with the task of 
helping himself to a second Jilet de caneton, 
'^ if Rousford has really made up his mind to 
resign the hounds^ he owes it to the county to 
give us a fair chance for the new appointment. 
The election cannot be decided in a day." 
• Lady Rawleigh, whose notions of electioneer- 
ing were just then confined to the vacancy ai 
JVfartwich and the pretensions of Sir Brooke, 
somewhat startled her neighbour by inquiring 
whether he had any interest in that quarter ; 
but while Sir Robert Morse, who considered 
the interests of the chase as sacred as Sir Mark 
Milman appeared to regard the Catarrhs and 
tea and toast of private life, was attempting to 
explain to her that he was an old Meltonian,— « 
incapable of seceding from his party even to be 
Premier of the Quomv or the Pytchley, her 
ear was atruck by the name of her cousin Lady 
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Mary Trevelyan, uttere4 in the dry nasal twang 
of Mn Broughley. 

'^ Then you did not see my niece during your 
stay at Rome?'' — ^^^y Olivia was inquiring. 

" Lord Trevelyan was at his villa at Vico- 
Varo during the whole period of my visit; and 
your ladyship will admit that the attractions of 
the eternal city do not allow so much force to 
the claims of friendship^ as will sanction the 
sacrifice of a morning to a country visit." 

" A morning ? — ^a mere three hours' drive ! — 
I recollect the first time I visited Horace's 
Villa, I took the Archigymnasium della Sapienza 
on my way ; and ran through the gallery of the 
Palazzo Ruspoli on my return,"— 

*^ Persons of inquiring minds," said Broughley, 
with the downcast lids of ' pride which apes 
humility,'^ '^ cannot allow themselves to be 
deluded with such cursory impressions as may 
content the superficial investigatioos of the 
fdnale, the sciolist, a^xd the tyro/' 

If ow there was nothing so revolting to the 
feelings of Lady Olivia Tadcaster as to be termed 
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even inferentially " a female^\ — a name she 
estimated as only worthy to designate a dairy- 
maid, a milliner *s apprentice, or the gentler sex of 
the cynocephalous species ; — she was willing at 
all times to take her stand in any lists for the 
equality of the sexes, and the prerogative of the 
petticoat, which she considered disparaged by 
such conteihptuous mention. On the present 
occasion, her ladyship contented herself with a 
retort wn-courteous. 

''Well, I must own I wish you had ex- 
tended your superficial observations to the 
beauty of my niece. Although Lady Mary 
Ttevelyan may not make so imposing a' head 
for one of the chapters of your tour as some 
pipkin from Pompeii, or gridiron from Girgenti, 
yet the attractions of her own are described 
ad worthy the notice of all eyes less erudite 
than those of an F. A*S. One of the Trecentisti 
has written three hundred and sixty-five son- 
nets in her honour; and Ranzikofi^, Thorwald- 
sen's favourite scholar, took a model of her 
countenance for that of the mother of the 
Maccabees in his celebrated group/' 
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" Indeed ! Have I your ladyship's permis- 
sion to record those circumstances in my Essay 
upon the * Progress of Art in Modem Rope?' 
I am under an engagement to offer copies, to 
the Pope, an4 several Illustrissimi ; and I am 

anxious that no impoilant local anecdote should 

• . .1 < ' 

be omitted," , 

" I will write and ask my brother's leave ;, 

Prince Culminate sets off for Naples next week. 

and will think himself fortunate to be made 

• • • « . 

the bearer of a letter which may serve as his 
credentials to Vico-Varo." 

« 

" Under your ladyship's correction," said the 
Universal Traveller, " I fear that such a mis- 
sion would prove a severe disappointment to 
our young friend Prince Culminate. The other 

» • 4 

day, on my return through Munich, I perceive^ 
Lord Trevelyan's courier at the gate of the 
Schwarze Adler; — I understood his lordship to 
be on a visit at Tegemsee." 

" Very strange! — ^very extraordinary!'' cried 
Lady Olivia, pushing away an imtouched plate 
of frontage plombiere* " Lady Launceston, my 
dear, when did you hear from Trevelyan ? — ^Mr, 
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Brougbley persists that he saw him the other 
day in Bavaria ; — as if it were a possible thing 
for my brother to breathe on the wrong side of 
the Alps ! " 

"Ah! you are but imperfectly aware, my 
dear sister, of the advant^e Trevelyan has 
derived from that little prescription of Sic 
Antony's which I forwarded to him last year. 
Indeed I have very little doubt that if he 
would consent to confine himself to the regimen 
ot biscuit-powder and goat's whey, he might 
get through a winter at Trevelyan Castle with- 
out much difBculty." 

" Between ourselves, the only reason his 
health is so much better in Italy," mur- 
mured Lady Olivia to Brougbley, " is from 
being there beyopd the reach of my sister 
Launceston's nostrums and cbarlataniBm, But 
■what w?a the date of your last letter, Sophy?" 

"I declare I have forgotten! — I think it 
must li^ve been Parma; for I remember feel- 
ing very' apprehensive he might be tempted 
to try that odious i^igestive cheeae; and I 
know I rect^ved it eomewhere about' March — . 



r 
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for it was at the time my eyes were suffering 
ther amiual agonies from the east wind. Miss 
Elbany, my dear, when did I hear last from 
my brother Trevelyan ? " 

'^ I read you a letter from his lordship soon 
after my arrival, — and I have been with your 
ladyship six weeks,'' answered the companion, 
who instantly returned to her persiflage with 
Sir Mark Milman ; — ^while Frederica mentally 
echoed — " Six weeks ! — only six weeks, and 
mamma already .calls her ' my dear!' — reading 
all the family correspondence, too — ^including 
no doubt mine and my brother's. I shall cer- 
tainly write and give my cousin Mary a hint." 

" A very singular person that Lady Mary 
Trevelyan ! " said Mrs. Woodington mincingly, 
but loud enough to be heard by Lord Laun- 
ceston; who she was aware had been united 
in his childhood, by a sort of tacit betrothment, 
to his wealthy cousin. 

" Indeed ! " cried his lordship, obedient to 
the spur. '* In what way? — is she blue--or 
pink — or evangdical?*— a flirt, a saint, or a 
prieieuse?" 
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*' Every thing by turns, — and nothing long,** 
said Broughley, pedantically. 

** We will not be so severe as to pronounce 
her either saint or flirt,'' said Mrs. Woodington, 
charmed to have attracted his lordship's atten«* 
tion to her own radiant little person. " But 
when I was at Home two winters' ago, nothing 
was talked of but the feats of Lady Mary Tre* 
velyan ; — ^hei* exploring expeditions in Apulia, 
where the whole party remained on horseback 
from sunrise to sunset; — ^and her cruises in her 
own yacht among the Greek islands." 

'^ I conclude my cousin is fond of riding and 
sailing, — ^no uncommon taste I" said Frederica, 
dryly. 

" Oh ! certainly,'' said Mrs. Woodington, in 
a deprecating tone, " certainly ! — I am far from 
wishing to cast any imputation on Lady 
Mary;— -only it was considered to argue very 
unusual — courage— on the part of a young and 
beautiful woman, to defend her father, pistol in 
hand, when they were surrounded by banditti 
among the ruins of Psestum ; and to command 
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the manoeuvres of her yacht when they were v 
chased by an Algerine at Lepanto/' 

"Admirable courage, indeed!" said Frede- 
|ica, warming in defence of her cousin. *' Cou- 
rage, both moral and physical." 
. " What a horrid Amazon," observed Miss 
Elbany, sneeringly, to Colonel Rhyse; "worse 

than the maid of Saragossa." 

» 

. " A pretty prospect for poor Launceston ! " 
answered the colonel, in the same confidential 
undertone. " When he breaks off his engage- 
ment with this ferocious beauty, — as he cer- 
tainly will, — she will probably tell him to name 
]bis place and weapons, and bring him to book 
for his desertion." 

' " But do you think Lord Launceston ijoill 
break off the engagement?" said the artful 
Companion, while a glance of triumph irra- 
diated her large dark eyes. 

" fa depmd!^* observed Colonel Rhyse, in a 
voice both lower and more significant; — 50 sig- 
nificant, indeed, that it brought a deep blush 
to the cheeks of the designing Miss Elbany. 



yiN MONEY*. 146 

^* There certainly were many strange storie* 
concerning Lady Mary Trevelyan floating in 
[M)ciety at Rome last winter/' observed Brough- 
ley, with a tone of authentication* 

" Lies ! — I will answer for it ! '* cried Sir . 
Mark Milman. " All the stories which ^oa/ 
in society are lies : — scum always rises to the 
surface.** 

'^As for instance," continued the traveller, 
without noticing the indignant vehemence of 
the worthy country-gentleman opposite, *Hhe 
epigrams which made their appearance last 
year, in the hands of Pasquin imd Marforio, 
were traced by their witty causticity to the 
invention of Lord Trevelyan's daughter. It 
was even surmised that his holiness had seen 
fit to speak to the Hanoyerian ambassador on 
the subject/* 

" Lies again !" said Sir Mark, angrily. "The 
pope knows better than to provoke the British 
parliament by an insult offered to a British 
peer,, through the means of such a piece of gilt 
gingerbread as a Hanoverian resident. The 

VOL. I. H 
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epigrams were doubtless the production of some 
notary's clerk of the apostolic chamber." 

'^ I can assure you, Sir Mark, that suspicion 
pointed very decidedly at Lady Mary." 

** Suspicion, Sir, is a dirty cur, — and makes 
many a false point." 

'^ The position of my cousin Mary," said 
Frederica, with feeling and spirit, ^^ is one 
which ought to incline the world very indul- 
gently towards her; — she lost her mother 
during her infancy, — ^and has ever since been 
the spoiled child and constant companion of a 
father, who is not only a decided humourist, 
but sufficiently independent to gratify all her 
whims and fancies, and his own. Lady Mary 
is young, beautiful, brilliantly accomplished, 
flattered, followed, and laughed at." 

^^ Pardon me ! Lady Rawleigh, not laughed 
at ! " said Mrs. Woodington. 

" Wept over, then, by the hypocritical !" 

" My dear Fred. ! you are quite eloquent ! " 
cried Lord Launceston, greatly amused by her 
vehement defence of a cousin whom she had 
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not seen for fifteen years. '^ You appear inclined 
to fight under Mary Trevelyan's banners." 

''I should have no fear of enlisting/ from 
any thing I have yet heard concerning her; I 
know my cousin, from good authority, to be a 
fine generous creature, incapable of a bad ac- 
tion; and if a little headstrong, and prodi- 
giously ignorant or contemptuous of the usages 
of the world, I have no doubt she will find 
abundance of friends eager to foi^ve such sin^* 
in favour of ten thousand a-year, and the 
handsomest face in Europe/' 

"Hear, hear!'' cried Lord Launceston, se- 
cretly nettled by the ardour with. which his 
sister embraced the cause of a relative, to whom 
he was conscious of having behaved unhand-* 
somely. Even befoire his acquaintance with 
Leonora, his lordship had secretly decided 
against the fulfilment of an engagement formed 
by his parents in his infancy without his con-* 
currence ; and his projected marriage with MutiL 
Waddlestone now appeared to render an ex- 
planation of his intentions more peremptory 
than ever. 

H 2' 
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** It is a melancholy, thing/' said Countess 
Konthorst, dropping little dice of pine-apple 
into a glass of old Madeira, ''when youiig 
women of Lady Mary's rank in life foiget what 
is due to themselves and their families ; — don't 
you think so, Lord Launceston ? " 

'* Perhaps/' observed Lady Lavinia Lisle, in 
a qnerimonious voice, '' perhaps this misguided 
young creature may be suffering from some 
disappointment of the affections; — don't you 
think so. Lord Launceston?" And without 
being at all aware of the origin of the confusion 
now visible in his countenance, she cast a look 
of timid sensibility on her own skinny fore- 
finger; — saddled with a lozenge-shaped ring 
of the size of a tombstone, behind whose glass 
was braided a lock of hair from the military 
queue of the martyred hero of the American 
war; with a flourishing E. B. in diamond sparks, 
forming the obituary record of Captain Edward 
Boddingbury — ^the beloved victim of Bunker's 
Hill ! 

** Changeons d^entretien,*^ whispered Frede- 
rica to her neighbour, Sir Robert Morjje ; '* the 
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character of poor Lady Mary has been quite 
sufficiently anatomized.'* 

Now Sir Robert possessed only one Intel* 
lectual treasury on which he could draw at 
sight — the stables! — He was one of that nu- 
merous class of well-educated Englishmen who 
devote their whole existence to an inferior ani* 
mal; — and although too gentlemanly in his 
habits to emulate the jargon and costume by 
which certain noble youths assimilate them- 
selves with their own jockeys, a horse was at 
all times the thing uppermost in his thoughts* 

'^ You don't ride this year, Lady Raw- 
leigh?" said he, on the spur of the moment. 
^' X have not seen you in the park once thi&t 



season/' 



" I left my horse in Warwickshire, and Sir 
Brooke has not one which would carry a lady.*' 

" Have you nothing fit for Lady Rawleigh V 
inquired Sir Robert of Lord Launcestbn. 

" I am sorry to say I have nothing fit for any 
one. . My stud is at a miserably low ebb,'* said 
his Lordship. " I sold off every thing last 
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Bvmmer except my huatere* But Fred., why 
did you not bring up your own mare?-— she suits 
you perfectly.'^ 

: : '^ Yes ! and she suited you so perfectly to go 
io €Qver when you were at Rawleighford^ that 
pld John would not hear of my bringing her 
to town; poor Jessy has be^i turned out to 
recruit." 

'^ What have you done with that half-bred 
Arabian which l.ady Rawleigh uaed sometimes 
to ride before her marriage ?'' persisted Sir 
Robert to his friend. '^ That was the most 
complete thing for a lady I ever saw/' 

^^ Oh ! I wish I had nev^ parted with him/' 
said Lord Launceston. ^* He went one black 
morning, in the general turn out, to Tattersall'Sf 
«— By the way, Mrs. Woodington, I think I saw 
you riding Mameluke the other morning?'' 
' ''It was lent me by my jEHend, Admiral 
Manningtree/' replied the widow, delighted to 
be noticed by Lord Launceston, even (m account 
of her horse* '' He wishes to part with it, as 
being too slight to carry his weight ; and I shall 
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be only too happy to wave my claims in favour 
of Lady Rawleigh^ should you wish to make 
the purchase.'' 

" How say you, Frederica, — ^if I buy Mame^ 
luke, will you ndh him s^ain ?" 

** Certainly not y — ^he would be a very useless 
horse to you : and you are not well provided for 
yourself just now." 

^'Well, then^ since you are so punctilious, 
shall' I recommend him to Rawleigh ? '' 

^* Still less ! — Sir Brooke purchased Jessy 
lor me only last autumn/' 

*^ One would think that matrimony had 

aaused a total revolution in your taste/' ol>- 
aerved Sir Robert Morse, '^ so fond as you al- 
ways were of riding i " 

. '^ Fred, used to be as determined a oentauress 
as Lady Mary Trevelyan>" observed her brother ; 
/' and I really never saw the ride so fuU as it 
is this year; — ^it is the only place for meeting 
every body." 

''Who are those handsome girls on white 
ponieis with whom I met Sir Brooke Rawleigh 
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yesterday morning?'' inquired Sir Mark Mil^ 
man of Fi'ederica. . - 

" I really do not know — I have not been in 
the park this year." 

'' By Jove^ I dobeUeve Rawleigh w^s cunning 
enough to put that whim about Jessy into old 
John's head," said Lord Launce^tony laughing^ 
*' in order that he may keep the park to hioh: 
^If ; for positively she was not out with me 
half-a-dozen times, and is strong enough for 
twice my weight/' 

'' Then by all means evade being a dupe 
by countermining the plot/' whispered Sir 
Robert to Frederica. ** Give your sanction to 
Launceston to make Mameluke his own again ; 
—believe me, nothing avails to coanterbolance 
the injurious effects of a London life like a 
canter every morning.'* 

" Or if you are too proud to ride your bro- 
ther's horse, my dear niece," said Lady Olivia 
Tadcaster, delighted at the notion of a deal of any 
kind, '' what can you do better with that little 
bag of sovereigns I found yesterday morning op 
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ybat dfessiliigMiaUe; tlitth indvdg<^ in a farduritiei 
recreation?" 

•' Now this little bag ofsorereigns happened to 
contain the destined price of tbie marble fbim-^ 
^dn which ivas yet incomplete'; but Prederica 
knew she had three hundred pounds of her 
pin mdney lying untouched in the hands 'of 
Mr. Ruggd^ of which only one was bespoken 
for the Opera; and began to reflect Ihat it 
would be impossible to appropriate it more to 
her personal satisfaction than in the purelnisfe 
of her favourite horse. Besides, she had Very 
little doubt that the handsome girls on th^ 
white ponies were the Mapleberrys, under tl^ 
chaperonage of the odious Lady Lotus. 

** What did Admiral Manningtree ask ?'^ in- 
quired Lady Olivia of her friend, 

" A hundred guineas/* 

^ And I originally bought him for two hun- 
dred and fifty ! '' exclaimed Lord LauncestouL 

'^ I suspect," said the managing little Mrs. 
Woodington, who with all her finery was iMt 
superior to the feminine spirit of a bargain^ ^<-I 
suspect the admiral would be glad to part with 

H3 
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him for eighty. It is his daughter's ikyourite 
horse; and as she is going abroad to die at Nice 
luid can have no further occasion for it^ it will 
only be an incumbrance to the admiral. I dare 
say he will let it go cheap." 

'* Poor Miss Manningtree!" sighed Lady La- 
vinia Lisle — " she has never got over that dis- 
appointment about Lord Putney. She is in a 
deep decline." 

*' Unless she has infected Mameluke^ that is 
not our afiair," said Sir Robert Morse, as the 
ladies rose to leave the dining-room^ and he had 
the happiness of diving under the table for Lady 
Hawleigh's handkerchief. " Well !— does your 
ladyship authorize Launeeston to make the 
purchase ? " 

*' Inquire about it for me/' said Frederica to 
her brother, whose attention was riveted on 
•tiie .figure of Lucy Elbany drawing on her 
gloves. 

*' I will let you know to morrow," was his 
vague reply, as his sister turned into the hall. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



Thereby so fearlesse and so fell he grew. 

That his own wyfe and mistress of his guise 
Did often tiemble at his horrid yiew. 



SPENSER. 



When Frederica returned to Braton-*street^ 
where she found her husband extended upon 
the sofa in all the martyrdom of indigestion 
proceeding from the crudities of Mr. Lexley's 
feast, she had so much to relate touching the 
diverting little artifices of Mrs, WoodingtOn, 
and the blindness of her mother to Miss 
Elbany's designs on the thoughtless Laun- 
ceston, that her own upon Admiral Manning* 
tree's stables were quite forgotten. She had to 
complain that, with a very slight preface of 
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kpdogy to bei^lf, her brother faAd insisted 
etir sending' to Bruton^street fior her haipy Ih 
order that the Companion might indulge her 
own vanity and his lordship's request; by an 
exhibition of her musical talents. 

'^ I wish Martin had mentioned it to me when 
i came in/' said Sir Brooke^ starting from his 
recumbent position. 

^^ Oh ! all interference would then have been 
useless; Miss Lucy had given us half-a*doaen 
sonatas before eleven o'clock." 

'' Of course ;^-^ut if I had known there was 
to be music, I would have pot on my hat agaioi 
imd looked in at your mo&er's^ Conceiving 
there would be nothing better tha^ Lady 
Olivia and the whist^table, I laid my&elf down 
here, and went to sleep till I heard the carriage 
stbp." : 

" Yofar wife and the rest of the party in 
Churles^treet are much obliged to you*'' 

^ And how doed Miss Elbany play ?--4ike ti 
country Miss, I suppose, with more vehemenoo 
than measttre J— But she nrast make a qdeiklid 
'figure at the harp ? " 



c.^'.y^y fi^uoh Uk0 Ihgt fCplpssal >st^e- of 
Mej^pmieQe,; wboae Ii^ad ufieii to t^^fsk, ^ 
rafters ia the . King'&rm^ws !--r-Bttt I mu^,d(^ 
k^r thei juBticestp say that I qev^r l;i^r(i;^ 
more accomplished piii^iciai^ np^ beheld $ii(^|| 
Dmiplet^ mafitecy fxf the; la^ti^aqiept cOQa1|iaed 
with so much exquisite musacid feeU^g^-Trthf 
whole thing was perfection/' . . : . > 

. '' Dq let, your harp remQ4n ia Ch^*le^«tEsset| 
Fiederica I — I shwld lik^ of ail things tQ )3ie$^ 
her," said Sir Brooke^ deceived by Ijie caodqui: 
of his wife into foi^d^ti^g her Uttle previous 
jealous pique a^ins^ h#r .mother's . C9ii]9an^>% 
<^Whewve^ you wapt to praeti^, it^will J^ 
just as eaqr for you to pl^^y there ^ ajt ho^v^j 
-Hit wiU reisaud. yqu of old times*" . 

'^ I have not the least desire to ^i^pose j^jn 
incapacity by contrasting my performancj^ 
with these of JflSss Elbany, who was doubtless 
educated for a public performer; but. I cer^ 
tainly would comply with your request if^ that 
lady's favour, w^e I not aUve to the danger 
of inqreaeiog hpr attractions in my . brother'^ 
eyes/' » 
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'' What can be the hana of making his 
morniiigs in CharlesHStreet pass a litde more 
agreeably? — If aw you are gone, he must find 
his visits to his mother hang very heavily on 
his hands ; and yet you know Lady Launcestoa 
would be very much mortified to find their 
duration curtailed/' 

'' Perhaps so ; — but I have reason to believe 
diat William is under an engagement in another 
quarter, which renders his attentions to Miss 
Elbany rather offensive than perilous to him* 
self; in short, his conduct towards her argues 
a degi'ee of heartless levity, which ought to find 
some more becoming spot for its indulgence 
than my mother^s roof/' 

'' My pretty little moralist,r-my dear mag* 
nanimous Reformer!" cried Sir Brooke, in 
a tone of gaiety which betrayed the lingering 
effects of the second bottle of Mr. Lesley's 
ropy sherry, " you shall have it exactly as 
you please ! — ^You shall send back the cairiage 
for the harp this very moment, if it suit ypu ; 
and as soon as I am in the House, you 
shall write me an oratorical burst of iiidig* 



BIN KOKST*^ I5d 

ttation respecting mlitary punishments^ or the 
•lave trade. — ^These httle severities sit so be- 
comingly on your lips !** 

But on the morrow, it became the turn of 
Rawleigh to play the censor. Before Frederica 
had finished her bantam's egg, Sir Brooke 
quitted the breakfast-table to communicate, in 
lengthy epistle to his factotum, the approach- 
ing change in his situation; trasting that the 
prospect of receiving his future letters post- 
free, might blind that narrow calculator to 
the painful necessity of booking up to an imme^ 
diate and considerable amounL But just as he 
had entangled himself in the middle of a very- 
long and inconclusive sentence, — ^having as 
many limbs as Briareus which the baronet was 
vainly attempting to fetter by the manacle 
of a full stop, — the sound of another species 
of full stop in the street below startled him 
from the writing-table; when, looking from 
the window, he perceived Lord Launceston 
resigning the rein of a showy Arabian horse, 
from which he had just dismounted, to a 
footman holding a breakfiatst napkin in his 
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haDd; and wHile fais brothei>i&-laii^ fle^ up 
stairs, Sit Btooke was chafing with all the 
irritation of equestrian j^mpathy, on beholding 
Mr. Thonias jerking the snaffle in its deli- 
cate mionth as if he vrere handling ' a jack^* 
chain.' * ■ -. ' 

" My dear fellow !" cried he, as Lord Laiin-^ 
ceston burst into the room, ^ whiit can tempt 
you ta donfide that fine horse to a man — ^" 

" Who passes his days in caning a clothes^ 
horse ?J— -Because it is not mine, Mameluke is 
the property of your lady wife ; — so away with 
your eggshell, Fred., and write me a draft fot 
eighty pounds upon your Mr. Ruggs or Muggi^, 
or whatever his nattie may be, in favour bf Ad* 
miral Mannbgtree. I have not a moment — 
make hast&«— I must ride him round to j6\xt 
stables, 4Mr we ^all' have Tfainnas puttiilig hid 
head 10 the dry-toast4aok.'^ ' -i 

'* What is all this??? said Sir Brooke, ad 
Frederica calmly took* his Bramah^s stick fiponl 
his hands -«o comply wHh her. btol^er^ invito* 
tteni ^ Yoa ^mteij dd not mean thit tad^ 
Rawleigh has bought that horse V* 



riK HONEYt. 161 

. *' No, I bought him, — ^but Fred, pays for 
him. She was afflicted with a fit of heroism 
last nighty and by way of acquainting the party 
in . Charlesrstreei with the disordered, state of 
my finances, refused me the pleasure of pur^ 
chasing Mameluke on my own account for her 
service." 

.. " Why should you encumber yourself with a 
horse which must be perfectly useless to you.?'* 
said Frederica; proceeding to write her order 
on Mr. Ruggs, without any suspicion of her 
•husband's surprise and vexation at a measure,^ 
which he conceived to have been purposely 
effected without his knowledge. 

" By Heavens ! — I have just found it out T! 
cried Lord Launceston, flourishing his whip in 
a manner extremely perilous to the tables of 
Dresden. china scattered about the room. '^ Yoii 
prevented me from making Mamdbake my oWn^ 
fearing I .might sometimes lend him to Miss 
Elhany, and drive the whole park demented by 
the sight of her splendid figure in a iiabit ! — For 
shame, Fred., fixr shame ! — ^how did yoa know 
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that I was not anxious to make the purchase for 
the sake of my own Leonora V* 

*' I was anxious only to prevent your throw 
mg away money for my sake,'^ replied his 
sister^ quietly tendering him the cheque. '' And 
now go and settle with the Admiral, and place 
poor dear Mameluke under the care of Raw«* 
kigh's groom;— I wonder what old John will 
say to him V* — 

'^ That is more/' thought Sir Brooke, '' than 
she appears to have wondered concerning her 
hushand ; who is, however, somewhat more in- 
terested in the affair/' 

''Why should you not tide t(hdayV^ said 
Lord Launceston returning from the door, and 
eager to conduce to his sister's amusement" 

" Shall we ride to-day, Rawleigh?" said 
Frederica. ^' It promises to be very fine.'' 

** I shall be engaged with Mr. Lexley all the 
afternoon," replied Sir Brooke coldly. 

'' Then I will take care of you," cried her 
brother, — ^''provided you do not share in the 
taste of the Miss Mapleberrys for galloping 



nbout tbe park. I shall be back from Ken- 
aington Gore by four o'clock ; shall I tell Jobn 
to bring Mameluke round at tltat hour?" — 

" Pray do ! " 8 vd Lady Rawleigb, " I ahall be 
glad to assure myielf by experience, tbat be baa 
lo^t nothing of bis paces in poor Miss Manning- 
tree's possesion." 

Lord Laonceston was off in a minute; and 
Frederica perceiving tbat her husband had 
f»Ssdy returned to his wrUJng, forbore to inter- 
mptbim by her explanations; but took up "The 
Undying One," from the sofa, and ran over 
those exquisite lines — 

To loofc upon the faiiy 0D« lAo ttrnds 

P«f<)n yan with har yoqng Iisii'> ■hiaing btpd*. 

And nwj lipg htU parted ; and to muw 

Vat tat tbe fwtnna which job sow peroM, 

Not on the blnahing biida, but look bejond 

Unto the angel wife — nor feel le» fond ; — 

To keep Ae« but to one— and IM that <»>• - ^ 

Ba to Htj borne what wumth is to the tun } 

And fondly, Gnnly, cling- to her. nor lear 

The bding touch of eusk decHoin^ jreat ; ■ 

This it tnia love— when it hsth found > i««t 

In the deep home of manhood'a faithful breMt, 



Iq this task she was interrapted by tbe 
audible energy of Sir Brooke's penmanship 1 
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It appeared to her ears that he was'unliicky iit 
(Spattermg and splitting pens more frequently 
than she had eVer fimiid her^lf iti' allliet erxpd* 
rience of Bramah'd defects ;\mi it never occurred 
to her that he was in a passion. In abocii 
a quaHer of an' hour, however, he jumped up 
and rang the bell for a candle to seal his letter* 
i-^-Tlierfe are few better criterions of the state of a 
man's temper, tfato his Indde erf ringing thd 
lieli;<-^particularly in a ready furnished house; 
where they are seldom hung on scientific prin^ 
ciples. — ' ^ 

Frederica, aware of the delinquencies of the 
bell-wire, and consequently unsuspicious of her 
own shkre in the peal which now rattled in her 
ears, thought it but an act of justice to Thomas, 
the bell-rope, and her husband, to remind him 
that he would find a taper and phosphoric 
matches oh her writing-table; and Sir Brooke, 
who was firmly persuaded that his irritation had 
not escaped her attention, regarded this species 
of reproof only as an aggravation of her ofience. 
He was' obliged however to prdfit by the stigges^ 
tioh^ and inform Thomas, on his panting arrival. 



fl>a,j ff nQt}^i9g^wa^ wcuptted^" wd whije^the footf 
^aa. retreated, congratulatiQg himself ^h^A.tbe 
hoi^ W93fnot on.fire, nor his lady ina.&intio^ 
f^t, a match whizzed in the. or*mouIp vase, the 
pungent fumes of the phof^honis tingled the 
nose of the unludky . Rawleighj, . and the little 
taper started into light ! 

A still more perplexing trial awaits, an angry 
man in sealing a letter I^-Absent and.trem^lous^ 
he is sure to bum his fingers; — and this jb 
exactly what chanced to Sir Brooke. The 
pain was exquisite; and elicited so vivaoious 
an. apostrophe to the sealing-wax, that Frede- 
lica laid down her book with amazement 
, " My dear Rawleigh, have you burpt your? 
self?" she. inquired with startled soUcjitude. 
, The, reply of Sir Brooke need not b^ 
recorded; it was comprehjeinded in. that very 
repreheasiUe adverb which i^ reported by Lord 
Byrofi to have been the qause of his .first cqur 
|i|gal quarrel,' as a reply to her ladyship's in- 
quiryr-(probably at some moment equally proK 
pitipus with that of poor Froderica) — "wljer 
tjier she bored him? '* . Lady Rawleighj if V^ 
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implacably ofibnded, was deeply hurt by bo 
harsh a breach of respect towards herself; but 
concluding that her husband would apolc^ize 
when the smart abated, she uttered not a 
syllable of remonstrance. 

It is rather surprising that, being herself 
endued with that slight touch of jealousy 
which is inseparable from a quick sensi- 
biUty, Lady Rawleigh should have remained 
completely blind to the existence of a similar 
feeling on the part of her husband. No 
man could be more purely and affectionately 
devoted to a woman — to a iinfe — than Sir 
Brooke to herself. But, unfortunately, he 
had passed half-a-dozen seasons in London 
prior to his marriage; where the adventures 
in which he beheld certain of his young com- 
panions engaged, and which had more than 
once tempted his own steadiness of moral cha-^ 
racter somewhat out of the perpendicular, per* 
plexed him with a painful conviction of the 
levity of womankind, which was in fact the 
origin of his deliberation in tendering his pro-* 
posals to Miss Rawdon. He had perfect conr* 
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fidence in ]Prederica ; — he knew Lady Launoes- 
ton to be a very worthy womsm, who had 
educated her daughter in the strict principles 
of the old school ; — ^but he did not feel himself 
the less imperatively bound to preserve the 
flower thus delicately reared and nurtured from 
the pollutions of the worlds In imiting him-^ 
self with the fair and gentle Frederica Rawdon, 
he had uttered a secret vow to secure his wife 
as far as the conventions of society would ad*- 
mit, from the profanation of libertine approach, 
and the contagion of frivolous companionship. 

It was this very strictness of principle which 
in the first instance suggested his objections 
against pin money, as a pernicious ministrant 
to feminine independence; and which origin* 
ated his disinclination for the opera-box, — where 
he saw she must be exposed to the contact 
of all Mrs. William Erskyne's train of ad* 
mirers, — nay! perhaps of her own. He knew 
that she was too lovely jiot to be courted and 
followed; — and feared she was too guilelessly 
unsuspecting, not to give unintentional encou* 
ragement to this species of adulation ! 



16B nv M0M9Br. 

But above all, his de»iie to retem the beaotj 
of his bride for his own adoratkm. and her 
society for his own enjoyment, Imd been the 
sole cause of Jessy's condemnation to an idle 
spring in the Rawleighford meadows, fiir 
Brooke was fully aware that of all the oppor- 
tunities afforded to flirtation, a side-saddle is 
the most propitious ; that in the hilarity of the 
open air, the approach to familiarity is dan* 
gerously easy; that a thousand things are said> 
and heard, and smiled at in the publicity of a 
morning ride, which would be respited in the 
domestic privacy of home ; and recalling to 
mind the extreme passion of almost ev«y 
giddy woman of his acquaintance for exhilnt* 
ing herself on horseback in London, he judged 
it prudent to give his hint to the old groom. 

Now although perfectly satisfied that this 
Jiint had never indirectly reached his wife, 
he could not help persuading himself that Fre* 
derica was — or at least should or might have 
been — suspicious of his peculiar views on the 
subject; and he was now of opinion thai the 
submissive acquiescence with which ahe re* 
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ceived his sentence on her favourite mare^ had 
arisen from a pre- determination to avail herself 

4 * ♦ » 

of the facilities afforded by her pin money to 
add artifice to defiance^ and secure her daily 

exhibition in the park. He conceived himself 

•. ... 

to have been ungenerously used, both by Lord 
Launceston and his sister; and this second 
offence of her financial independence excited 
such a tumult of vexation in his heart, that 
the corrosion of the burning sealing-wax ap- 
plied to his little finger, was by no means neces- 
sary to torture forth from, his lips the unbe- 
coming adverb already implied. 

Lady Rawleigh, meanwhile, was wholly un* 
conscious of the train leading to the mine 
which had thus abruptly exploded; and the 
major and the minor of his provocations having 
been unuttered, the conclusion assumed a most 
incMlicable tone of violence in her ears. She 
had as Ifttle suspicion that Rawleigh was 
jealous, as that she was jealous herself; and till 
his disorder should assume the form of nervous 
headaches^ there appeared no probability that 
her mind would become further enlightened. 

VOL. I. I 
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Even when — ^the monumental blister of his 
bum having duly made its appearance, and 
given the sealing-wax and his anger ample 
leisure to cool, — he deliberately stalked out of 
the room wiUi Ruggs's letter in his hand;—- 
even when, after a rattling in the stick and 
umbrella stand in the hall, she heard the street 
door slammed, manifestly without the interven- 
tion of her well-trained and well-practised 
domestics, — ^she never for a moment conjec- 
tured that herself or her doings had any 
share in the unwonted distemperature of mood 
which tempted Sir Brooke, for the first time 
since her marriage, to quit the house without 
bidding her good-bye ! 

'* How I hate him to have any intercourse with 
that pragmatical Ruggs ! ^^ murmured Frederica, 
patiently resuming her volume. '^ Men are always 
out of sorts after a communication with their 
bailiff, or an investigation of their banker's book. 
And then he is so much interested and occupied 
with this negotiation with Mr. Lesley; — and 
should it succeed, his time will be so wretch- 
edly engrossed by his parliamentary duties !-— 
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Ah ! I foresee I shall not have half so pleasant 
a spring as I expected ; — ^for that impertinent 
companion in Charles^street will prevent me from 
consoling myself by passing the time of his 
absence with mamma! — I dare say Rawleigh 
is oifly gone to his dub, and did not think it 
necessary to take leave of me for that; half 
hour? — But then surely he said something of 
passing the day with Mn Lexley? — So thai 
perhaps he may go round to the stables for hid 
horse^ after he has read the newspapers, with- 
out coming home at all ! — How very provoking! 
—All the pleasure of my first ride will be lost, 
unless I see dear Rawleigh for a minute or two 
before we set off." 

It may be observed, on occasions of dis- 
agreement in wedded life, that where a quarrel 
has not exactly declared itself, or a state of hos* 
tility sent forth its gauntlet of defiance, a speciei^ 
of uneasy consciousness forewarns the pacific 
party that something is wrong. Like the in- 
habitants of a volcanic region, they hear strange 
noises in the air, and mysterious sounds in the 

I 2 
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earth, unnoticed of erery casual passenger, but 
prophetic of an eruption. 

Bet\yeen the breakfast hour, accordingly, 
and that appointed for her ride, Lady Rawleigh 
endured a prolonged martyrdom of suspense ; 
and it appeared to her as if every creature of 
her acquaintance had entered into a combina- 
tion against her peace. A host of early mom* 
ing visitors seemed to league itself for her 
torment. Lady Olivia Tadcaster first made 
her appearance with a large roll in her hand re- 
sembling^ that of a paperhanger; containing 
patterns from Besford's of garlands which 
were to be embroidered on a couvre pied, 
nominally by her ladyship's own hands, but 
virtually by those of every idle victim she could 
manage to recruit into the service. — ^While 
Frederica was listening with the most anxious 
attention for her husband's knock, — or, as the 
street door would probably remain open for the 
amusement of Lady Olivia's servants, so that 
he might enter unobserved, — for the creak- 
ing of the floor of his dressing-room above. 
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her indefatigable aiint persisted ia rolling and 
unrolling these crackling papers^ the music of 
which might have served for a shower of hail 
at a minor theatre! — Unless the person of Sir 
Brooke had emulated the ponderosity of poor 
Chuny, there could be no hope that the yield- 
ing boards above would produce an echo ca- 
pable of drowning the united efforts of Lady 
OUvia's tongue, and Lady Olivia's rattling 
peals of thunder. 

JBefore her ladyship's choice had been fully 
decided between the comparative facilities 
afforded to the nieedle by the sinuosities of the 
oUve-brahch, and the serrated leaves of the 
fern, Lady Lawford — ^perceiving by the equi- 
page standing at the door, that Frederica 
was at home to morning visitors — took the op- 
portunity of bestowing upon her a visitation as 
long, as tedious, and as unprofitable, as if it 
had been paid at Rawleighford on a misty 
morning in November; and whereas in War- 
wickshire, she never descanted on any but 
London topics,— &shion, scandal, and dissi- 
pation, — ^in Bruton-street she judged it move 
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ef{bctive to enlarge upon her new dairy/ and 
the spinning prizes and hobbin-lace prizes 
she had recently instituted in her own village.' 
While she was favouring them with recitals 
and hints of her beneficent ahti-pauperic plans, 
if^hich would really have talked well in Parlia- 
ment, and which had only the demerit of being 
incapable of fulfilment in any country less 
loosely legislated than Cochin-China, Lady 
Olivia occasionally interpolated a suggestion of 
amelioration, borrowed fbom the experience of her 
travels ; — sometimes from an ospidaletto at An- 
cona, — ^sometimes from a Spinn-haits at Haeiv 
iem. These ladies talked and argued, as argu- 
mentative ladies are apt to do, — ^simultaneously; 
while Frederica had to support the martyrdom 
of hearing knocks at the door fired off like 
minute guns,— without venturing such a breach 
of decorum as to ring and inquire the names of 
her ceremonious visitors, and deafened by her 
.vociferous companions beyond the power of dis- 
.tidguishing her husband's knock. Dull indeed, 
* must be the feminine ear which does not speedily 
. acquire that auricalar instinct ! — ^but alas ! what 
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ixistinct may avail amidst the din of an oiUmill, 
— or the rhetorical dispute of two female Utili- 
tarianSy in the healthy maturity of their lungs ! 
At length, to her infinite joy. Lady Law* 
ford, with her cheek bleached, and her nose 
redd^ied by suppressed anger, — for Lady 
Olivia had out-talked her, as she would have 
done O 'Kelly's pan*ot which chattered inces* 
santly for one hundred years, — rose to depart. 
But no sooner had her carriage driven away, 
and the victorious mistress of the field, elated 
by her success, commenced a long diatribe 
against the folly of Lady Launcestou, in 
forcing the company of Miss Elbany on her 
guests, than the door burst open ; and Frede* 
rica, in the sanguine anticipations of her af-* 
fection, half rose from the sofa, to welcome 
her husband. — But, alas! — it was only Mrs. 
William Erskyne who bounded into the room ! 
Seizing Lady Rawleigh by the hand, she cast 
upon her aunt a glance of contemptuous de- 
testation which would have exterminated any 
woman of less robust health than Lady 
Olivia Tadcaster ;— who, regarding her niec^'j 
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flippant friend as a species of gnat, trouble- 
some in proportion to its insignificance, re- 
solved to avoid the wing and sting of her insect 
antagonist by a hasty farewell to Frederica. 

" And now, my dear," cried Mrs. Erskyne, 
"now that sempiternal Semiramis in tiffany, 
your respectable aunt, has taken her depar- 
ture, — put on your bonnet and come with 
me, without asking me why or whither. — Do 
riot look so terrified, child ! — I will not decoy 
you to a conjuror's or a dentist's, — although 
I make you my own in spite of your teeth." 

" I am not alarmed," replied Frederica, 
laughing at her mysterious eagerness ; " but 
believe me I cannot be the victim of your des- 
potism this morning ; I ride with Launceston at 
four o'clock." 

• *' And it is not yet three ! — Surely you do 
not require more than ten minutes for the ad- 
justment of your Calypso V 

• " Not five, I should imagine. But I am 
waiting for Rawleigh." 

^' To walk with you, arm-in-arm, to the Cos- 
morama, or Macdonald's statues, like the living 
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picture of country cousinhood ? — ^Fie ! my 
-dear Fred. ! — ^will you never get rid of your 
odious provincial habits?— »You positively de- 
serve to be painted, framed and glazed, and 
hung up in the parlour of the Rawleigh arms 
as a pendant to Uie gentleman in top*boots, 
pointing out the nest of two turtle-doves to a 
lady in yellow shoes and a blue veil, — ^and 
ticketed with the pleasing title of Domestic 
Felicity." 

** But will you really bring me back in time 
for my ride?" said Lady Rawleigh, without 
considering to what clause of her friend's argu* 
ment this disjunctive conjunction attached it* 
self. 

'' Grant me half an hour, and afterwards I 
am your slave till midnight;" cried Mrs, 
Erskyne* 

" Je reiQX donner une heiire auz soini de mon empiie, 
£t le reste du joar tout entier a Zaire." 

Unused to assert her independence, and like 
most other persons inexperienced in the world 
peculiarly under the influence of irOhy, poor 

l3 
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Lady Rawleigh found hersetf quizzed into the 
necessity of following her friend into the cha- 
riot waiting at the door. She had howerer 
the negative consolation of learning from the 
butler^ in butler phrase, as she passed him in 
the hall, that Sir Brooke had not " been in." 
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CHAPTER IX. 



The connoisseur takes out Ms glass to pry 
Into eadi piotore with » curiouM eye ; 
Turns topsj-turr j my whole composition. 
And makes mere portraits all my exhibition. 
From yarxous foim«, Apelles, Venus drew. 
So from the million do I copy you : 
** But ftill the copy's so exact," yen. say ;*- 
Alas !— the same thing happens every day ! 

SAMUEL FOOTS. 

Lady Rawleigh w83 too well acquainted 
ivith the nature of the trivialities as actuating 
the incidents of Mrs. Erskyne's existence, to 
expect any very important result from her com- 
pliance with the request thus peremptorily 
juged; — she anticipated the sight of some new 
Tase at Bittener's, some new ribbon at Hard* 
iag'Si or some new lithograph at Colnaghi% a» 



the utmost object of their expedition* Nor 
were her calculations very erroneous. 

As they stopped at a private door in Regent- 
street^ Louisa^ assuming a smile of mysterious 
intelligence, exclaimed, ^' Now you must give 
me your candid opinion ; — ^remember, I brought 
you hither for the benefit of your impartial 
advice ! — I have no. wish to be flattered, Fre- 
derica; — a woman's flattery always sounds to 
me as hollow as the Thames-tunneL" 

Extremely puzzled as to the nature of the 
occasion which could render flattery dis* 
tasteful to a little coquette like Louisa, Lady 
Rawleigh followed her friend into a small apart:- 
ment ; in the centre of which stood an easel 
covered with a sheet of silver paper. 

'' You must give me your- sincere opinion as 
to the likeness," <^ried Mrs. Erskjrne. ^' I have 
been sitting to Rochard; and to-day we are to 
decide, with the assistance of your better 
judgment, on the costume. There !" she ex- 
claimed, drawing the last pin from the sheet, 
and displaying a half-finished miniature. ^' Me 
voild — comme deux gouttes JPeau!** — ^when lo{ 




an: exquisite likenesA of Miw Luey Elbany 
burst upon their astonished eyes I — . / . -.^^ 

^f How strange 1 '* cried Fredepica. 

'^ How provoking ! '^ murmured Mrs. Brskyne,, 
: But in another moment Monsieur Rochard 
made bis appearance, to rescue his jooperty 
from their inopportune investigation! and t^ 
produce the portrait of Louisa fiom a secret 
drawer. — ^With a very, dear conscience did Lady 
Rawleigh assure her friend of tkexesemblanoe 
as well as the ejcquisite perfectioaof the perform* 
ance. It was in fact Mrs. Erskyne herself^-*^ 
softened by that touch of sentim^it so wholly 
wanting in her own nature^ and so seldcun wanlh 
ing in the graceful portraits of Rochard. 

After an eager discussion of the comparative 
merits of a fashionable ball<dresSy«--<of a Van- 
dyke costume^^— a Rembrantized pelisse, — ^aa 
aerial vesture of clouds — ^and the descriptive 
attractions of Rebecca, Annot Lyle, Medorsy 
Yarico, a Peri, a Zingana, an Albanian peasant, 
and a Polish princess, — ^which left poor Louisa 
Erskyne doubly perplexed by the multifarious 
suggestions of her fickle vanity, Frederica h^ 
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sarded a request for. a secQ&d glance at the 
miniature which had occupied the easel on 
their entrance* But the obliging artist, on an 
allusion to the subject, became suddenly as 
mysterious as if he had arrayed himself in the 
cloudy mantle in which Louisa had been so 
desirous of enveloping the Iris4ike outUne of 
her own portrait* 

^ Ah! pardon!" said Monsieur Roehard, 
with as decided a tone as politeness would allow, 
'' mai$ d^abord dett impostible. Cdte Jeum 
dame tient beaucaup au mystire; elle se faii 
pemdre pour offrir une surprise agveable i quel* 
qu'un de safamille" 

''Of tny family,, rather!^' thought Lady 
Rawleigh. 

*' But as we do not know Ae lady,'' said 
Mrs. Erskyne, who very seldom entered Lady 
Launceston's dowager door, and had neyer seen 
Hie Companion,— ** we cannot betray her secret 
Pray let us look at it again." 

'' I do not wonder, Madam,, at your eager* 
aesJB,"' said the artist ; '' for never did so faultless 
« model present itself to my pencil. But as I 



have promised to secure the picture from obser^ 
vatioDy I am persuaded you will not desire me 
to betray the confidence reposed in me/' 

Louisa, who was far more interested in the 
successful delineation of her own face than in 
the charms of the Venus de Medicis herself, 
readily dismissed the subject; and after some 
further arguments touching her dress and ap* 
pointment for the following day, took her 
leave, and performed her promise of conveying 
Lady Rawleigh back to Bruton-street, whose 
attention was now completely engrossed by the 
m3r8tery of Miss Elbany's sitting for her picture 
at the cost of thirty guineas. That it was des- 
tined for Lord Launceston she did not for a 
moment doubt; and Frederiea almost wished 
she had accepted his offer touching the pur- 
chase of Mameluke, when she considered the 
objects to which he appeared inclined todeVote 
his superfluous cash. The miniature of his 
mother's beautiful companion could only be 
* trainable in his eyes as a specimen of viftA-; 
and his sister naturally adjudged it to be a very 
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unbecoming addition to the gallery at Marstoti 
Park. 

On reaching home, her first measure was a 
repetition of her inquiry to Martin, touching 
the return of Sir Brooke ; in reply to which, she 
had the vexation of learning that her husband 
had been at home for a quarter of an hour 
4uring her absence. 

'* Did he leave any message for me ?*' 

<* No, my lady." 

" Did he inquire for me ?" 

" No, my lady.'' 

" Did he go into the drawing-room, Martin ?" 

'' No, my lady." 

** Did he say whether he dined at home V* 

'* No, my lady." 

'' Did he order his horse?" 

" No, my lady." 

" His phaeton ?" 

" No, my lady." 
But Lady Rawleigh,. happening to lift her eyes 
from the stair-carpet, at this crisis of her cross- 
examination^perceived that the identical Thomas, 
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wbo had so grievously abused the fine mouth of 
Mameluke during breakfast, was now opening 
his own to display a row of teeth — ^resembling a 
concatenation of milestones — at her expense ; 
and she was hurrying up stairs to avoid the irri- 
tation of witnessing his impertinence, when the 
Jackanapes, descending from his consequential 
altitude as a standard footman, vouchsafed to 
volunteer some further information respecting 
his master's movements. 

^* Sir Brooke went into the library, my ladyi 
to answer a note ; and I mentioned to him that 
your ladyship was gone out airing with Mrs. 
William Erakyne.'' 

*^ Did he ask how long I had been gone V* 

'* No, my lady.'* 

^* Did he inquire whether I had left any 
message ?" • 

" No, my lady." 

*' Did he give no orders then V* 

"No, my lady." 

" Nor say any thing ?" 
' ** Oh ! yes, my lady " — 
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'' What did he tell you V said Frederica, 
stopping short on the stairs. 

'^ To shut the door, my lady," said the footman, 
smothering a laugh, — ^with a persuasion that 
he had succeeded in mystifying his gentle and 
indulgent mistress. It was well for Mr. Thomas 
that Lord Launceston, who a few minutes after- 
wards was at the door assisting Lady Rawleigh 
to mount, her new purchase, had no suspicifm 
of his insolence; or the whip which he placed 
^1 her hands might have found a. more apposite 
employment than that of tickling the shoulders 
of Mameluke. 

" Where shall we go ?" said Lord Launceston. 

" Any where yoif please," was Frederica's 
listless reply; — and uttered with better faith 
than usually dictates £hat very comprehensive 
answer. 

'^ Hyde Park is full of dust and dandies; and 
the Regent's, of exhibitions aod east wind/' 

*^ Shall we go and see the Hammersmith 
bridge ?" inquired Lady Rawleigh* 

'^ By all means !" said Lord Launceston, turn- 
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jng his horse's head in that direction. ''Al- 
though, as my friend Mrs. Waddlestone elegantly 
observes, we may chance to be smothered in 
onions among those detestable market gardens 
at Battersea.'' 

*' I should imagine they were guilty of nor 
thing less refined than strawberries and aspa- 
ragus at this season of the year ; and every now 
and then one is refreshed along that road by 
the sight of a staring old red brick villa of 
King William's time, with a cedar or two in 
the garden, looking as if it had strayed from 
Mount Carmel" — 

" Or been planted by the hand of Sir Hans 
Sloane. I like those comfortable suburban re- 
treats ; they make one fancy that Orpheus has 

« 

been striking up his country dances in Hanover- 
square,^- beguiled its solid square mansions 
along the Fulham-road, — ^and left them scatr 
tered among plantations of Scotch firs."— 

*^ Your friends the Waddlestones reside some- 
where in that neighbourhood ?" said Frederica, 
by way of affordixig an opening to her brother's 
.confessions. 
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" Yes! — ^My father-in-law's soap manufactory 
stands on the banks of the Thames some- 
where near Battersea/' said his lordship, with 
the most unembarrassed coolness. ^* I under^ 
stand that neither tree nor herbage will grow 
within an acre of its noxious vapours ; and that 
it is indicted as a parochial nuisance once in six 
weeks. — ^A nuisance ? — ^vile affectation !— for my 
part I shall prefer its unctuous exhalations to 
the sickly aroma of Delcroix's, or of Thevenot's 
shop. Think y my dear Fred., think how proud 
you will be when, in washing your fair hands, 
you detect, beneath the intaglio of Windsor- 
castle oh your soap> the names of Waddlestone 
and Co. ; — or perhaps, of Waddlestone, Laun- 
ceston, and Co. !" — 

*' How can you jest on such a subject ?" cried 
Frederica, vexed by her brother's tone of bra- 
vado. " Think rather what would have been 
my father's feelings, could he have anticipated 
so degrading a connexion for his only son." — 

^' My father used to make an annual speech 
on the amelioration of the manufacturing classes; 

Lud how can we amend them more satisfao- 
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torily thau jby a mutual exchange of our super- 
fluous commoditieST— rank and weakh ? By the 
ivay, Fred.^ I had a narrow escape of being 
bored into my grave yesterday, by one of Raw- 
leigh's stupid old stifTnecked relations. As I 
was riding into the Waddlestones' courtyard, T 
had the good fortune to encounter Mrs. Martha 
Derenzy's ark upon wheels." 

" Does she visit those vulgar people ?" 
'' She had been sitting toadying the soap- 
boiler's wife, for two long mortal hours, by way 
of converting the luncheon at Waddlestone- 
house into her own early dinner. Yesterday 
she even brought some poor relation of the 
family to profit by the opportunity ; — some silly 
prating girl, whose forward airs completely dis- 
gusted my poor dear timid Mrs. Waddlestone." 
Frederica felt the colour rush into her cheeks ; 
but suspecting that she had been detected by. 
her brother, and that he was trying to provoke 
her into a betrayal of herself, she quietly re- 
joined, " Poor Mrs. Martha is not rich, and 
has a tribe of indigent nieces ; we must not bet 
too severe upon her. for trying to secure a com- 
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fbrtable meal for one of them. — Do you often 
dine at Waddlestone-house V — 

*' Not so frequently, perhaps, as I ought, 
under all the circumstances. When I first came 
to town, I was there every day; but since I 
discovered metal more attractive in Charles- 
street "— 

" Bronze more Corinthian, you might say !'* — 

*' I have somewhat neglected the melting 
charms of my Leonora/' 

'^ An honourable alternative certainly, between 
a tradesman's daughter and my mother's Com* 
panion ! Oh ! Launceston— Launceston ! — I 
thought you had better judgment." 

" Between the beaux yeux of the one, and 
the beaux yeux de la cassette of the other, my 
heart—" 

'* Pray do not profane your heart by 
mention in such a case! By the way, as 
Miss Leonora is so experienced an artist, and 
Miss Lucy so admirable a model, I wonder yon 
have not brought them together for the love o£ 
the arts ?" 

'* A good hint, Frederica ! — I will certainly 
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persuade my mother to bring down Miss El- 
bany to M arston, and Leonora shall begmie 
the houeymoon^ by taking her likeness.'' 

" If such are your views, let me beg you, 
William, to refrain from mentioning the names 
of either of these ladies to me again ; I never 
heard you talk in a strain so little to my taste/' 

'' You are growing fastidious and prudish 
from living too much in provincial society^ 
But never mind, Fred., when you have passed 
a little time with Mrs. Waddlestone, you will 
resume all your former refinement. She will 
talk to you of ^ bon ton' and the ' beau monde,^ 
* i pdmer de rire/ as she would gracefully ex- 
press herself." 

** Pray let Us talk on some more pleasing 
subject." 

** Your husband's election, then. Do tell 
me, Fred., is it true that Rawlagh has pur^ 
chased the right of * mumbling a few words 
inaudible in the gallery,' in the name and be^ 
half of the borough of Martwich ? " 

** There is some negotiation on foot between 
him and Mr. Lexley/' 
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'' Negotiation ! I had a better opinion of 
my friend Rawleigh. If he wants to get into 
the House, why not wait for the general election, 
and start for the county, like a man ?" 

" Because there is no vacancy ; — and Sir 
Brooke has a great respect for our present 
county members.** 

" And no ready money to throw away on a 
contest. Yes ! I perfectly understand that 
sort of patriotic magnanimity !— The truth is 
that Rawleigh is a deuced careful fellow ; and 
will weigh well his thirty pieces of silver before 
he has haggled through his bargain with that 
dealer in parliamentary stores, Mr. Judas 
Lexley.** 

Fred^rica fired up for her husband ; and was 
about to retaliate on the meanness of that 
prodigality which stoops to repair its shattered 
fortunes in a soap-boiler's caldron, when her 
better nature arrested the angry retort upon 
her lips. She could not, even in defence of Sir 
Brooke, resolve to give pain to her beloved 
brother ! Indeed it is very difficult to indulge 
in a rancorous feeling towi^rds any offender, on 
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a pure balmy day in May, with the young leaves 
quivering and the blossoms opening around us ; 
more especially when mounted on a favourite 
h<H%e, which has been denied to our use for 
many previous months. 

Lady Rawleigh, in the enjoyment of her ride, 
forgot for a time all the vexations of the mom* 
ing ; and when on her return to Bruton-street, 
she accidentally encountered at the door the 
beloved object of her brother's ill-natured 
sarcasms, in whose favour her feelings were par* 
ticularly moved by having recently heard him 
unfairly aspersed, she invited him by so afiec* 
tionate a smile to assist her from her horses 
that Sir Brooke was for a moment ten^pted 
to forget them also. Her eyes were so bright- 
ened by exercise, — ^her cheek, glowing with 
health and youthful animation, afforded so be- 
coming a relief to the locks slightly disordered 
by the effects of her ride, — ^that poor Rawleigh 
saw nothing in her aspect but the beaming and 
expressive loveliness of his own Frederica. 

But as he was about to offer her his arm 
across the hall, the recollection that all this 
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beauty had been dieKbendsly, and inlus despite, 
exhibited to the admiiation of every lib^ine 
kronger ia Hyde-paark, and that all this ani- 
mated cheerfulaess was piobaJbly bonrowed from 
the impulses of gratified vanity, he made way 
for his wife to gather up the train of her habit ; 
and followed her up stairs with a feeling of as 
much biUous irritation, as though he had been 
already gazetted for Mariwicb, and already 
numbered in a critical minority. 
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CHAPTEH X. 



Beautf , though injorioiiB, hath strange power 
After offence returning, to regain 
Love once possessed ; nor can be easilj 
Repulsed, mtiioiiiiBiich invwd passaon £elt. 
And secret sting of amorous renwrse. 



HILTOIF. 



"Well ! my dear!'* exclaimed Lady Olivia, 
startii^ from an armekak to receive her> as 
Fredericft eateced the dmwiag-room, eheered 
by the praip€»t ctf a tdte-il^tfite diimer and evea- 
iog with her bnaband. « Here you find me, in 
undisputed posaesuoii of tiia gamscm ! '' 

'' Yott are cook, I trust, to dine wth us?'* 
said poor Lady Rawleigh, in a tone of deep 
despondency, which vaanfy tned to srand hoji. 
pitable, on perceiving^ by her aunt's fUl^ieM 
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cap and point*lace cunezou, that it was inteaded 
for an evening visit. 

'' I am, indeed ; — and I will explain to you 
all the perchi of the business during dinner. 
It only wants a quarter to eight, so go and 
change your habit, my dear child, or your soles 
will be boiled into isinglass.'^ 

Lady Rawleigh, sincerely wishing that her 
aunt would change her habit of inquiring into 
other people's bills of fare and accepting them 
at sight without invitation, hastened to comply ; 
while Sir Brooke, who had anticipated with 
some degree of embarrassment his solitary inter- 
view with his offending wife, and the difficulty 
of preserving the dignified demeanour of dis- 
satisfaction with the person who helps one to a 
second cutlet, and waits to be invited to a glass 
of Moselle, — and who, moreover, was aware that 
Lady Olivia had been too long a resident on 
the continent to entertain any disgust towards 
f'::utlemen who eat their dinner in boots,-^wa8 
txtremely courteous and cordial in his welcome. 
By the time Frederica, rescued from her mas- 
culine disguise and with her beautiful hair 
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recalled to its u^ual trimly array, re-entered the 
drawing-room, her ladyship had got as far aa 
the second clause of her promised explanation ; 
which, wxthont any signal of da capo from poor 
Sir Brooke, she proceeded leisurely to recapitu-^ 
late for the edification of his wife on seating 
herself at the dinner-table between them. 

" You see, my dear Fred. — as I told you this 
morning — I was engaged to your mother, who 
is far from well, for a boiled chicken in hec 
dressing-room at six o'clock ; because I wished 
to begin my evening early, having a conversa*' 
zione at Professor Axiom's at nine — a concert at 
the little duchess's at ten — and the assembly 
at Suffolk House at eleven.'' 

'' I trust mamma was not too much in- 
disposed to receive you V exclaimed Frederica, 
considerably agitated. 

*' No, my dear — ^nothing urgent ; my sister is 
no worse than she has been for the last five-and- 
twenty years. But unluckily, after you quitted 
me this morning to go wandering about town with 
that flighty young friend of yours, I took it into 
my head to drive to the West India Docks, to 
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see whdiier my pcot^g6, Oaplma Mopdey^ cf 
the Scannouth Castle, who is just amFed foom 
Baibadoes, has hnou^t the OQnsignmeiit of par- 
rot's feathere I commissioned him to pfocuie for 
my friend Princess Drakouitski. I cannot think 
what indnced Mopsley to be so indisoreety — 
but he peisnaded me to go oTer die ship with 
him ; and winle I was tasting a few pieserred 
iimee^ with aa arra^-ioot bisoviit in the cabin^ he 
thought proper to mention (for the first time, 
obserre) that he had been in qnataatine o£P the 
Isle of Wight; — for that on the voyage home 
the purser and one guinea-^g had died— oo 
tually died — of the yellow fever! — ^My dear 
niece, you might hav« knocked me down with 
one of the parrot's feathers 1" 

'^ How extremely incautious !*^ow very mi«* 
pleasant !" exclaimed Sir Biooke, looking with 
some satisfaction at the vcduminous exient of 
damask table«doth which divided Lady Olivia 
in eqnidistaiice frcmi hknself and his dear £ie« 
d^ica. ^ 'Martin, bring me a glass of Madein^ 
and take another to Lady Rawleigh ; ----^Id 
Madtiin is aen anti-^febnle apedfic LadyOlivia^ 
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*^' Oh. ! I GOBBider myself more than sa&. I 
drove straight from Mile End to Sanger's in 
Ox£>rdH9l0eet, aad after drinking in the. shop 
^atf a phial of Dr^ Lotionostic's anti-pestiferous 
dropSy caused my ^ dress to be fumigated wilh 
4ue'icefebratad Zimmer Ranch, such as is used 
by the Turkish officers of health, at the qua£an«- 
iioe Laaacetto in. the pass of Rothenthurm/' — 

^ I thoogfat I perceived the pungent odour 
id Thtews' vinegar in the dramng-«room/' ob^ 
Aeurtd Sir Brooks ; *' I 'was apprehensive that 
Lady Rawleigh might have been indisposed.'' 

Lady Rawleigh felt particulariy gratified by 
4Ju3 tone of concern in which this .apprefaensioa 
svas (expressed* 

'^ And .so ;yoa. .see^my dear Frederics^ bap*- 
pnttttg t» m&a^n this untovraod incident in 
Ciiaile8<*str«et^ y«ur mothei' became as much 
vianusd as if I liad arrived in a balloon &om 
jQffa&d Cairo ;-^-nothing lapomld indroee her to sit 
Jiomn to taUs'.'mth .me {^-^and >that silly imperti*- 
BBnt.MiaB I^tbsny pretend^ to diseern <ams 
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livid spots about my eyes. She declared tl&at the 
plague was written in my aspect; and every 
thing that she declares, you know> is authentic 
with my sister." 

^' I have not the least doubt/' said Lady 
Rawleigh, " that mamma expected Launceston 
to dinner, and that the companion wished to 
secure her interview with him from your obser- 
vation." 

" Very likely ! — but we must defeat her 
manoeuvres. My carriage will be here imme- 
diately after dinner to take me to my conver- 
sazione, and you must let me set you down in 
Charles-street."— 

'' It was my intention to go and inquire after 
mamma before I began to dress for Suffolk- 
house," said Fredericaj "but I have no idea of 
visiting her en moucharde. Launceston is old 
enough to judge for himself; and if he chooses 
to degrade his family by a union with his 
mother's companion" — she stopped shorti— for 
a sudden reminiscence of Mrs. Waddlestone, 
served to remind her that it was not his mar- 
riage with Miss Lucy Elbany which was likely 
to dishonour himself and his connexions. 



1^ 
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Fortunately for Frederica, the attention of 
Lady Olivia was wholly diverted from her em» 
barrassment by the appearance of a dish of 
coquilles aux huitres in the second course,— 
giving rise to one of her monitory discussions. 

" I was quite surprised to learn from my sister 
the other day, that she had her oysters from 
Grove! — As if any one in their senses, ever 
dreamed of purchasing oysters from a fish-*' 
monger!** 

*' Who then ought to furnish them;— 4he 
baker ?" inquired Sir Brooke, who partook, in 
some slight degree of his aunt Derenzy's pre- 
dilection for domestic details. 

" It is a trade in itself," replied Lady Olivia, 
swallowing an oyster with an air of infinite con- 
tempt. " Do you imagine that a real gastronome, 
in Paris, would eat an oyster from any other 
hands than those of the shell-fish merchant who 
sits on the stairs at the Rocher de Cancale?" — 

'' In Paris ; — ^but we, who reside in London, 
are compelled to forego that luxury. Martin, 
who supplies us with oysters ?" — ^inquired Sir 
Brooke of his butler; who had fixed his eyes 
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.npim hadf Olivia with all the abhcaisonce 
•which upper servants ace apt to cherisk against 
visitoiB who give both trouble and advice. 

^ Taylor of Piccadilly, Sir Brooke." 

** Take «way my plate !'' cried Lady Olivia, 
i&dignanily ; *' I would as soon swallow tuy 
»«m kid gloves, as oysters which have been 
'^wimmiiig without their shells all the morning 
in a fishmonger's brown pif^in of cold water." 

'* Why it stands to reason that their fla- 
irOur must evaporate/^ observed Sir Brobkc, 
pushing away his own ; " Lady Jftawleigh is 
too inexperienced a housekeeper to enter into 
these details at present. Your ladyship must 
be generous enough to assist her with your 
advice." 

^' Why I will tell you exactly how J manage," 
said Lady Olivia, who had now arrived at the 
point she desirad. '* There is a yoang man 
iately set up in business at Harwich, vHio for- 
fnerly lived as valet vnth poor dear Mr. Tad- 
caster, and whom I consider it my duty to 
patronise. 1 have given Mm a commission to 
supply me once a-week during the season ; and 



I mil get a fvaak to«>mght at Axiom's^ and 
write to him to-morrow to send a supply to yom 
^ the' same time. Your estaJblishment is larger 
tiian mine, bo that you wili require double the 
.iqpiaatity.'' 

'^ Oystsers -are already out of season/' said 
Frederica, negatively^ 

"And ^itice' a«week !'' cried Sir Brooke; — 
" surely it is better to depend iq)oa Taylor for 
a daily supply V 

" By si^iding the barrels round by Dodding- 
haaiy whieh is not above eight or ten miles out 
of the way^ I get them brought at a very rea* 
tollable rate by an errand'«cart kept by a cou- 
sin of wy •own maid's* It is not mai^ days on 
the road; and the carter is a tmt^iwoEthy maA 
^4»inaybe celisd on. Well^ my.deari^hild/* 
said Lady Olivia, changing the conversation to 
Mcape the eaccuse of her nieeey. " and how did 
yom. find MaBiehike Ais iwiniiiig .? — It seeo&ed 
to mc^ when ymi stopped at the door, that he 
nwent rather laxms*" 

'^ Qh deav no1^-4ie . never ^went better in hia 
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life ; I was encfaanted with him and with my 

ride." 

^^ Did you meet Sir Robert Morse and Lord 
Putney ? — I fell in with them just after I left 
yoU; and told them you were going out riding at 
four, and would be glad of their escort/' 

" I did not happen to see them." 

" Why which way did you go? — I thought 
they could not possibly miss you in the 
park V 

" But we never went near the park." 

*' Only through it, not near it — the sophistry 
of fine ladies I" said Sir Brooke half aside. 

** Neither near it, nor through it ; — ^but simply 
along Grosvenor-place, and the KingVroad, to 
Hammersmith. I had never seen the suspension- 
bridge, and Launceston was eager to indulge my 
curiosity." 

"Lord! my dear, why did you not tell me 
you were going into the* King's-road ? " cried 
Lady Olivia. ^' I would have given you a com* 
mission to procure me some of that celebrated 
Chelsea lavender water ; and I am sure yt>ur 
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motber^ willi her delicate sight, would have been 
very glad of some rose-water ; — ^how provoking !" 

" Will you take some strawberries, my dear 
Frederica?" said Rawleigfa, unexpectedly grati- 
fied by the removal of his park suspicions. 

" Not any, I thank you,*' replied Lady Raw 
leigh, heroically. 

*' Some preserved ginger, then V 

" Not any, I am much obliged to you.*' 

" A biscuit, Frederica?" 

" I never eat biscuits.'' 

'^ At least you will not refuse a glass of wine 
with me 7 " said Sir Brooke, in a tone which 
instantly overcame the air of magnanimous ob- 
duracy assumed by his wife. Frederica put the 
glass to her lips with a smile which said as 
plainly as smile could speak, '' are you not 
ashamed of having suspected me unjustly ? '' 
She had at length detected the prejudice enter- 
tained by her husband against fashionable 
horsewomanship ! 

'' But why did you not tell me that you were 
unwilling to give up your daily ride ?" said Sir 
Brooke, replying across the table to her very 
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intriligifale toiye t>f intenogaEtmu ^ VRxy dft* 
poive me of tiie hap|»te«Sr<if eondaoing tfo jo«r 
Bmusement by gending fof Jessy ? " 

^ I nettlly bdieve you are jealous of Mame-> 
luke/' said Frederioai smiling agaui as slie rotfl 
to teare the dining-room with lady Olina. ** I 
fancy I must make him a presoat to Laim<> 
ceston^ to ease your apprdie&sions. Good 
bye ! you mil find me in Charlea^txeet, when 
you have finished your wine*'' 

But to the disappointment of both ladies, 
liady Oliria's canii^e had not yet made its 
appearance; and her unlucky niece was only- 
iile miure vexed at the prospect of a ^to« 
Si^ike, when she found her ladyship t^hrti** 
nately bent on discoTeisng the object of her 
drive with Mre. WiUtam Eiskytie. la a retf 
abort time^ Lady Olivia's cgosa^ettminirtioai 
^ad wMXQted out the wfaxde secrat of 
dUtasieor Rodbaid^ and of Misff Elbaiiy'a 
terious miniature ! 

** My dear child! yeu* orerwheha me with 
iiemnri'' esdaiioed Ute fiiMiy«iint^.wlMm<En^ 
idflricaieached die dtmax of the history. ^Thttt 
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girl;*-ta ^itsrgfBma^s arphan^''*^ xoBte needy 
acbre]itiirer^-^*4limw away thirty guixieaB on a 
miniature ? — Impossible ! — Winery is she to get 
such a tBttm?--n[ tnurt yon oassidered it your 
duty to lay the ciioumstance» before Monsiew 
Rodiard, and to inquire spedfically whether 
y€SKt brother hat agreed to pay for the pic^ 
ture?''— 

'^ I considef it a &r warn ui^ent duty to 
guard poor Launceston'^ indiscretions from the 
inqui8itio& of stnuigers ; and ^ven had I been 
inclined^ to push mydiscoTories touching this 
mmcoeimtable miniatare, the artist seemed to 
have received his lesson, and to be as secret as 
the gmiie."— - 

** Could we but prove thai thete exists aa 
understanding between themy of course your 
another would tto longer hesitate to tarn this 
omfty companion of hers out. of doors* It 
would ^reaUy be a most, important eatisfaotaon 
on every acoount" 

** Oft my hroAer'is, I admiit; but believe me^ 
Miss.Elb«ii;is.iiinchtXM«uiiBU^;>te-lnT«.-com- 




208 MN MOOTTT* 

*' I tell you what we will do, Frederica ; — you 
have long been talking of presenting your own 
portrait to my sister—'' 

'^ I was an:s:ious to sit to Mrs. Robertson, at 
the^time of my marriage, but Sir Brooke would 
not hear of losing so many hours of my com- 
pany; perhaps he might think differently now 
on the subject." 

*' Well, never mind Sir Brooke ; he has no- 
thing to do with the matter. But you must 
positively sit to Rochard;— contrive to get your 
mother and her companion to the house to look 
at your picture; — ^the mine will explode; — every 
thing will go right; — Miss Elbany will be 
turned into the street; — and my nephew unite 
himself with Mrs. Woodington, of Woodington 
Park.'' 

'' I neither desire nor anticipate the fulfilment 
of these two latter clauses; nor, to say the 
truth, would it be convenient to me to throw 
away so large a sum just now. I fear I must 
defer my cadeau to mamma till another season/' 

** Why you told me the other day that you 
had not yet foimd occasion to have recourse to 
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]^ur. pin money? You have beea married three- 
quarters of a year; and the horse you have so 
inconsiderately thought proper to buy^ cost you 
only eighty pounds ;--»what can you have done, 
or rather what can you mean to do, with the 
remaining two hundred and twenty ?'' 

'^ Put it in the savings' bank of course/' said 
Frederica ironically, for she was by no means 
anxious to acquaint so notorious a gossip as her 
aunt Olivia with the private nature of her en- 
gagements respecting the ppera-box. 

'* Well then, I can only say that you show a 
very strange degree of apathy touching the 
honour and interests of your family ! With a 
settlement of four hundred a-year pin money, I 
really think you might expend thirty, without 
any great stretch of generosity, in forwarding 
the welfare of your only brother." 

Frederica, whose hand was by Nature as open 
as her heart, blushed to hear herself thus 
unjustly accused of penuriousness.— '* If you 
thought my sitting to Rochard would be of^any 
real advantage — " she began. 

" Oi great advantage,— of the very greatest !" 
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4ined.ker.auBL ^Ijajokse, myiieeff aieeey Id 
fiefoeiv*e itliet ycNcr mind is undkor llie infloMwe 
of ratieft^l argumeiity^^^tfaet tny refneeentatieiis 
lamye t]mr due effect ; ' " a n d at I miMi pees 
ihrottgh Regmt-»treet oat' my way to Brofiassor 
Axiom's, I sball ceitwnly step iti> ftud mefae en 
aiMKnotoient for yimt first s]itiiic;-— either for 
to-merrow^ or tlie feUomng day;" > 
• Lady Rawleigh saw ftat.it wm invamtD 
xesiftt A prc^^t so obsttnAtely determined by 
Lady Olivia. She knew of old the pertmsaosty 
of her ladysh^'ft resolutieiM.;; and felt satisfied 
that. had she evi»a de^rmioed this sitting to 
take place in the fever-strichea cabin of Gaptam 
Mopsley'sScarmouth Castle, im|^icit obedionee 
wovki have been the sole atteraatiYe. She was 
¥exed9 however, to find a fusther expeaditom 
forced upon her inciairenoe ; she was viexed to 
perceive that Sir Brooke^ iii4ipite of their tacit 
reoonoiiiation^ made .no BKnremeot to^ leave the 
diaing-fooia eoon^ thaft usualiitt ovder to at*-* 
oompaay her to Lady Lnuaeealoii'is ; — she evtt 
fancied as she crossed the haU towasdft Lady 
Ohiia^s^aenagf^ tfast-sbe ooold heai him wore / 
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diat Jie Qould sleep, and sleep prafoandiy 
too, 80 eboitly after die fiiat ^oircigBenieiit <tf 
ihdt fimt miaaiiderBtaDdiiig, was a foitoar aggra* 
-vatioii of her W0es 1 Lady Rawleigh foand ber- 
eelf: ascending her mather^s stainmBe, with a 
{leKmaston that all which Milton^ and Ih. 
Jphmciw, and^ other literary misofeonti^ faafe 
heen pleased to uttet touching the evils of 
4be muria^ state, fidls <ery sboit of the 
affliotions povred jfoith from th^ Tsals of wrath 
open its. modem vtctimsi Forgetting fbr a 
moniBit die importunate offidottsneBs of ibe 
companion, sheloaiged to weep away her beavi* 
oess by her mother^s side, and expatiate in 
the luxoiy of woe with as Itttiie dday as pas* 
Bible, in order Aat her eyes might reeoyer their 
pristine briUtancy in time to grace the brilliant 
saloons of Suffolk House. 

It may be observed of women, in aH'condi* 
lioasof life, Chat however pimneted by marriage 
slbov^ thnr fbimer 'C0BditicBi^--^eiweTer mag^ 
aificent the roof destined to shelter tiieir 
ssattoflly matority, hone — the dd familfHr 
house of their girlhood^-HMreribrfiNts its qxU 
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over their hearts as an iinfaHing city of re* 
fiige. Its '^ ancient most domestic furniture/' 
is invested with a species of holiness in their 
eyes; — ^its viands have a familiarity of flavour 
never acquired by the dainties of a more 
splendid ^menu;*^iis sights — its sounds — its 
^sociations — ^have a stronger bond upon the 
affections than can belong to any future resi- 
dence. There, where their innocent hearts, — 
scorning all evidence of the hoUowness and evil 
of the world as arising from misanthropic tes- 
timony — delighted of old to indulge in the vision 
of human perfiectibility, of mutual love, of good- 
ness elevated above the touch of earthly passion, 
of virtue fixed beyond the influence of circum- 
stances;— Mere, where their souls were entranced 
into a mpture of devotion unsullied by mortal 
transgressions, unalloyed by shame, unwedded 
to earth by the vulgar cares of venal interest; — 
there, even there, do they flee intheir domestic 
afflictions, for a respite from trouble and anxiety. 
Like the dove of the deluge, they are driven 
back to their ark by the turmoil and strife of the 
^de ocean of the world. 
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- Lady Launceetos, as was usual with her on 
her days of indiaposition,^'-ihose days which 
were.of far mctfe than red-letter recurrence in 
her Taletudioarian caleDdar,-^waB ia her dress- 
ing-room ; and Frederica ranembered, as she ap- 
proached the familiar door, the joy with which 
on her holiday-release from the school-room, 
awfi^ with its charts of ancient and modem 
history hanging from black rollers on the wall, 
she had been wont to fly to the gentle fostering 
love of her mother, to be petted with peppermint- 
drops and Tolu lozenges; — and with which, in 
her maturer days, she used to creep in with 
one of Andrews's marble-covered third volumes 
in her hand with a promise " not to interrupt 
mamma," but with an intention, duly fulfilled, 
of pouring forth all her girlish tribulations 
of the rivalahip of Laura Mapleberry, or of 
Sir Brooke Rawleigh's ill-natured predilection 
for the drivii^-seat. She recollected, with a 
thrill of love, .the cherishing softness of her 
mother's hand as it lingered on her shoulder, or 
reprovingly pitted her cheek ; — even the vapour 
of etherwhichhabitnaUytingedanyabno^here 
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fiecqiiaitfidfay' the fayp9cli<»Ddin«C'Lady Lasaees- 
toUf. had a pecoUarebaffm ta httr-aeiuie^aff asao*- 
otated mth that intercoiine et iltal afiectkm-ao 
saoved to her heart. 

It waft with £wliiigftattnMdbyeoiisci0ii8&eB8 
aneh aa thi9, that Lady Rawieigh eatefolly 
tumed the hanelle of the dveftein^room^ doer 
that she might ataal to her raether^s* aide, ancF 
cenaole hemelf a» of old* When lo ! — a srghir 
pieaented itaitf to her awimmiBg ey^, which 
Niobiaed her warm heart ia a mm&eiit ! — 

Extended on a softi, with her feel corered as 
iiaaal with an eitkr-dewn quilt, lay I^iriy Laua^ 
oeaton ! — her Mechlin eap plaitad wMitts Hdual 
nieety rouHd hes pale feee !h*^The reader^ I p^* 
ceive, is bacoHiiiig agiteted)-^*«iitieipates e ter^ 
rible eataatiophe^^Hiudden death, orattiieTeiy' 
least a famting fit^^boi Lady Ottm Tadeas- 
ter'fl iafiMonaliQn ok the sahyeeimayhe hnpli- 
citly treliedion;*— her sister was preoieely m the 
same state of health whidi had hepl^ her in a 
sort ef dtteken-bniA eonraleseeiiee fer'five-and- 
twtnty yeank^**Al^hat then wae tiie motire of 
tibe umteiBftl tfemonr whieh evddenly arrested 
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the stops of Fr«dfmca'Oii entering tkedFessii^ 
room ? — ^What hideous spectacle presented its^ 
tOiliereyest? 

On a lo«r stool beside Lady Louiioestoii'^ 
OQttch sat Miss. ElbsBy^ witk her head fami- 
baxiy redtaifig agakist the pillow of her ps^ 
trooass; M/iiose thin- delieate hand was fbiidlizig' 
the cheek of the presiimptueus hirelingy with 
prscisely the sattiegeatle tenderness ri)e badf. 
been wont to bestow upea lier owq daughter;. 
Poor Fredeiica I ^-^The hallowed dream of 
eighteen yeans vajiished from around her; — 
she sawo-^he ftli^^-^he knew — that she wasi 
s«peraedfld in bei^m^iUier's «dfeetions! — 

Willingly' wouM she he/ve withcfara^nm herself 
fsom tke^ebftmb«r> to gire afree course to her 
tefHN» elsewhere; hut the sound of the deep 
sigh which burst fiom the' depths of her heart/ 
arrested the attestien of the set^-sufficntg-pair. 

<♦ Oh ! here is Lady Rawleigh,** cried Mis«r 
Blbanyy in the tone of eonmonpktee teeogni** 
tioDy -^idk eoiiveys a total want of interest in 
the subjeet ; «b4 she rose from her footstool 
and wheedliAg^^titudeyta resume' Ae habits of 
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ber vocation and place a chair for tbe new 
comer. 

'' I did not expect to see you this evening, 
my dear/' said Lady Launceston, ivith the negli- 
gent ease of a mother, who knows her daughter 
to be surrounded in her new home with all the 
temporal blessings of life, as well as by the fer- 
vent affection of her husband. '^ I thought 
you would scarcely have time to look in before 
you dressed for Suffolk House." 

Frederica had too much feminine pride and 
constancy not to subdue the emotions strug- 
gling in her bosom, and that aching pain in her 
throat which seemed to impede her respimtion. 
*^ Hearing from my aunt Olivia, who dined in 
Bruton-street, that yott were indisposed, I 
hastened hith^ to inquire after you,'^ faltered 
the deeply mortified daughter. 

'' Thank you, my dear love, — ^thank you," said 
Lady Launceston, wholly unconscious of the 
pain she was inflicting, ^^but you need never 
be uneasy on my account Lucy is so very 
attentive, — so kind, — and so perfectly under- 
stands the management of a case like mine^ 
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that I am becoming independent both of my 
friends and medical attendants." 

"Friends!" — refrigerated into the compre^ 
hensive class of her mother's friends ! — Joined 
with the multitude of Lady Smiths and Mrs. 
WilUamses, who were in the habit of sending 
their compliments, and begging to know '^ how 
Lady Launceston finds herself this morning." 
—Poor Frederica ! 

" — And when your brother ascertained that 
my sister Olivia did not dine here, he was good- 
natured enough to stay and eat an impromptu 
cutlet. I am expecting him up from the dining- 
room every moment. Ah ! there he is on the 
stairs, — ^he is the only person in this house who 
ever takes two steps at a time. — Miss Elbany, 
my dear, ring for coffee ! " 

Well did Frederica recollect the time when 
nothing would have induced Lord Launceston 
to take a cup of coffee in his mother's dressing* 
room; which he was accustomed to call the 
temple of Esculapius, and to fancy impreg- 
nated his coat with the flavour of camphor ! 

VOL. I. L 
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CHAPTER XI. 



When jewels are ^cakliBi^ nmsd me. 

And daziling with their ni^s, 
I weep for the ties that bound me 

Jn life's first eail j days ; 
I sigh for one of the sunny hours 

&e day was turned to night, 
For one of mj nosegajs of fresh wild llowen. 

Instead of those jewels bright. 

Has. yotttOH. 



If the excitement of gratified vanity oould 
have sufficed to restore to Lady Bawleigh that 
happy ease of a contented heart with which 
abe arrived in London, all might have been 
welL As Frederick Rawdon^ she had never 
passed for what is called ** a beauty;" no pe* 
culiarities of dress or address had attracted the 
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attention of the public towards the tianqail 
loveliness o£ her co\mtenance| or the unpre- 
tending grace of her person ; no reputation fi>r 
miraculous accomplishments, no notoriety of 
flippant wit, had startled the attention of so- 
ciety into an acknowledgment of her charms. 
But as the wife of Sir Brooke Rawleigh of 
Rawleighford, with her diamonds, her chariot 
by Adams, and her definite position in the world 
as a squiiess of some eight or ten thousand 
a-year, she became an angel at once ! 

Younger brothers might now dangle after 
her from party to ball, from park to opera, 
without any fear that a yigiknt chaperon, ft 
Lady Olivia Tadcaster, should inquire into their 
pretensions and fiown away their homage. 
Noblemen with ragged rent-rolls, and captains 
in the guards with no rent-roll at all, no longer 
considered themselves debarred from the de» 
lightful privilege of seeking her manfle among 
those odious miscellaneous heaps of female ha* 
biliments, which one of the vile necessities of 
a climate between the trc^ic and the North 
Pole nightly amasses in ball-giving Ilondon 

l2 
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She was now approachable by married and 
single, — availables and detrimentals ; and 
whereas a woman who regards the whole mass 
'of fashionable society with the equalizing eye 
of indifference, is much more at her ease and 
mnch more capable of rendering herself gene* 
rally agreeable, than the coquette whose eye is 
ever on the watch to catch the attention of the 
Duke of D ■ , or than the flirt whose stilt 
worse-governed feelings blind her to the fre* 
sence of all mankind, saving some boy-captain 
of the Blues who hovers round her chair, — 
Frederica soon became one of the most admired 
l^d popular beauties of the day. The Dowager 
Lady Hr pronounced her to be a model of 
good breeding, — ^her ladyship^s son declared 
her to be as lovely as a Houri, — Lord A. eulo* 
gized the easy and original tone of her con^ 
versation, and Colonel C. asserted that her 
dress was perfectly Parisian. It would be a 
libel upon female nature to say that Lady Raw^ 
leigh was wholly insensible to these triumphs* 
For her own share of the di8tincti6n thus* 
achieved, she enjoyed it with as much modera^ 
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tion, as Lady Grace in the play; but when it 
glanced across her. mind that Sir Brooke might 
perhaps become less addicted to dining in boptSj^ 
and to running after Mr. Lexley, if he saw her. 
the object of universal idolatry, she permitted 
her lips to relax into smiles far oftener than ih^ 
sensation of her heart suggested; and eveit 
with the feverish spot still burping on her 
cheek which had been branded there by the 
spectacle of her mother's exaggerated tendeiH 
ness towards the companion, became the ob-^ 
served of all observers, the leading star of 
the brilliant assemblage at Suffolk HocusCc— -^ 
Badiant with jewels, and enhanced in beauty, 
by all the auxiliaiies of the toilet, she felt 
how much her sighs would be misplaced amid 
that smiling, sparkling, heartless, souUessk 
crowd, with whose moral or immoral conten* 
tions her gentle nature was so little fitted to. 
struggle! 

On their entrance into the picture-galleryi^fttt 
Brooke suddenly deserted her side, to go and 
talk county politics with a little knot of heroes 
of the middle age, distinguished by much hair* 
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powder and much prose ; and Frederica, who 
in common with the rest of her sex and castey 
felt that pauperism and emigration were quite 
Sufficiently discussed in the much-enduring ears 
et Parhamait^ and the long-enduring pages of 
the Edinbuigh and Quarterly Reviews, had very 
little patience with his defection upon so small 
a temptation. 

Unluckily for Rawleigh, L<»d Calder seized 
this opportunity to plant himself by the side of 
the fair and deserted Ariadne; and by his grace* 
bH courtesies, and that raried flow of conyersa* 
tion so perfect in its tone — so potent upon the 
interest of his auditors — ^by which he was ena* 
bled to augment at will the host of his ▼ota'* 
lies, he thoroughly captivated her attention, so 
that she not only forgot the desertion of Sir 
Brooke, but all her angry preventicms against 
himself :—>before they parted, Frederica ae* 
tually promised to join his lordship's supper- 
party on the following Tuesday ! A few minutes 
afterwards, her husband — who with difficulty 
extricated himself from the group of political 
eoaaaomists, by whom his first and third but- 
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tOM had been argued off his coat,— 4^uraed to 
pefsaade her that she was fatigued, and anxious 
to go home; and on the whole, her evening 
might have terminated agreeably, had they not 
been deti^ined five minutes in the vestibule, 
waiting for their carriage to stop the way. 
Frederica was now eagerly attacked by Mrs. 
William Erskyne, whom they found detained 
by a similar dilemma. 

" Dearest Fred. — I have been dying to 
speak to you all the evening; but I entertain 
too much value for your regard to interrupt that 
long and tranendous flirtation with Lord Cal- 
der. I did hazard to touch you once or twice 
on the arm, when I recollected that to-morrow 
is not our night for the Opera, and that I shall 
not see you till Wednesday; — but you were 
lending too anxious an ear to his lordship's 
whispeiB to notice my importunity.*''— 

** And what is the nature of your urgent com*- 
munication?'' inquired Frederica coldly, for she 
was vexed that her husband should be misled 
l^y so idle a misrepresentation of the fiict. 

^ Oh ! nothing of the least importance to you : 
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Iiothing at all worthy tobreakoff a iSte-sl*tSte wkii 
H man of Lord Calder's fashion. I want you to 
take me to Almack's on Wednesday; for I shaU 
come back late from the races, and find nothing 
but tired servants^ and a husband angry with the 
Itspect of his book. Will you be so charitable?'* 

'^Willingly; — on condition that if you feel 
inclined to stay late, you will find some other 
person to take you home* My coefieur has 
appointed such a very early hour on Thursday 
morning that — " 

'^ You are going to the drawing-room ? '' in- 
terrupted Mrs. Erskyne, with the most courteous 
incivility. " Then why bore yourself with Al- 
mack's at all, — ^to get up after three hours fe- 
rerish sleep with hollow eyes and pallid cheeks? 
—Positively Frederica, you are growing an ultra 
rake; and dissipation itself shall be a plummet 
over you. Cannot you make up your mind to 
renounce a single ball ? " 

*' No, indeed!" — cried Lady Rawleigh, 
piqued by the sarcasms of her friend, and the 
conjugal grunt with which they were echoed 
by Sir Brooke, into an afiectation of obstinacy 
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foreign to her nature* ** I should grieve over % 
lost Almack% like the Roman emperor over his^ 
anti-beneficent day. Depend on me, therefore^ 
for Wednesday night, — and bon soir!" 

As she was hurried by Sir Brooke through^ 
a mob of footmen towards her carriage. Lady 
Rawleigh began to anticipate the annoyance o^ 
a sullen t6te-£l-t6te on their homeward drive;— 
nor was she disappointed ! Her husband pulled, 
his shapeless opera-hat over hits face, and began, 
to describe circles and all manner of geometrical 
problems with the point of his well-varnished, 
shoe upon the front of the chariot, with aa 
evident determination to be silent and sulky. 
He was wrong ! — If men were aware of the. 
effect they produce in those nightcaps of black 
felt, — ^tired, and haggard, and dusty, as seen, 
through the lurid atmosphere of a London mom-, 
ing twilight, — they would never select that uu*. 
timely moment for a touch of the heroics !— 

*' Perhaps it may do him good to ruminate 
upon Louisa's representations," thought the 
drowsy wife; as on her arriving in her Bruton- 
street dressing-room, she resigned herself to 
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Mrs. Pasley's hands^ to have handfuls of her 
fine hair uprooted in the process of being m^ 
firizzed for the night. And with every tug in- 
flicted by the victim who had been kept sleep* 
less till daylight to officiate in the operation^ 
her resolution became strengthened to overcome 
her husband's old-fashioned prejudices, and 
make her own value evident in his eyes by an 
unreserved intercourse with the great world, 
and its flatteries. 

We have been admonished by the royal phi-- 
loBopher of the Jews, that the sun should not go 
down upon our wrath; — but had Solomon pene* 
trated half the mysteries of the female breast, 
he would have additionally interdicted a sunset 
upon our coo/ne^^/ — Anger is of brief endurance, 
and soon raves itself to rest; but coolness is aft 
long-lived as other cold-blooded animals: — ^it is 
as the toad which exists for a thousand years 
in the heart of a rock ! Were I, like Dr. Gre- 
gory and other moral tacticians, to bequeath a 
legacy of counsel to my daughters, I would say 
** Never sleep upon a misunderstanding with 
those you love ; — if you feel less kindly towards 
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them than usual^ the chances run {hat you are 
ID the wrong/' 

This truth was very painfully manifested to 
Lady Rawleigh when, at nine o'clock on the 
Allowing morning, Mr. Lexley made his ap- 

r 

pearance at the door in a travelling-carriage, — 
not on his road to Hampton, but to Martwich; 
and succeeded in persuading her husband, who 
gave him audience in his dressing-gown, to be- 
come the companion of his journey. Some- 
thing had occurred to traverse the election 
which rendered their presence necessary ; and 
after scalding his mouth with a cup of instan* 
taneous tea, and disgusting himself with a half- 
boiled egg, the unshorn candidate for parlia- 
mentary honours uttered a hurried farewell to 
his wife, a parting charge to Martin, and 
jumped into the carriage which was to convey 
him from his distempered home to his disor- 
ganized borough. Frederica beheld his de- 
parture from her bedroom window; and when 
she saw the dressing-case enveloped in its tra- 
velling baize shoved into the chaise by Martin, 
and placed at the feet of Sir Brooke, it did' 
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most bitterly r^peut her that ^^e htid |ipt autithe 
preceding evening explained away the illnatiired 
observations of Mrs. Erskyne^ and acquainted 
him with her engagement to Lord Galder. She 
took refuge on her pillow against her own te^ 
flections ;— -and had the comfort of dreaming 
them away till one o'clock^ when she was roused 
by Pasley with her cup of chocolate, and had 
the vexation to behold the face of Lady Olivia 
Tadcaster peeping over her maid's shoulder* 

*' Not up yet, my love ? — ^what shocking 
habits ! — ^If you indulge yourself in this manner 
at your age, Frederica, what will you be at 
mine? — a poor fragile creature, nourished upon- 
sal-volatile, like your mother." 

*' We stayed rather late at SuflTolk House." 
" No wonder ! — you did not make your ap- 
pearance there till I and every reasonable being 
had taken leave. I was there as soon as the 
candles were lighted ; and / was consequently 
enabled to rise this morning at eight. I 
hired a footman and laundry-maid for my 
cousin Wingfield in Yorkshire, breakfasted^ 
settled my accounts, and read half a volume 
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df IflMs's life of Burghley (which I chose, 
because H was the thickest book in Sams's 
library) before nine ; and I have since driven 
with Mrs. Woodington as far as Hackney, to 
look for a Draconia to present to Lady Hunt^ 
ingfield on her birth-day. By the way 1 met 
Rawleigh, with post-horses in a strange car* 
magdf near the second milestone?'* 

'' I am sorry to say he has been obliged to 
go dovm into Cambridgeshire about this odiousi 
electioneering business." 

'* Pray, my dear, do not indulge in such an 
abuse of language. — Electioneering! — call it 
borough-mongering at once." 

'^ The name is nothing, compared with the 
annoyance of Sir Brooke's departure, for which 
I was quite unprepared.** 

*' Unprepared ? — ^you are as silly as your 
mother, whom I left just now preparing herself 
with saline draughts for a cold, which she pro- 
tejsts is hovering over her ! — For my part, I am 
very glad Rawleigh is gone ; it will leave us 
ample leisure for the miniature, and you are to 
sit to-day at three o'clock J' 
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^' I am almost sony I have midertaken tha 
fatigue just now. At this season of the year 
one is worried to death by engagements; ot 
rather to a state of feverish fiightfuhiess, vrorBe 
than death to a woman." 

*^ In the first place, this season of the year 
happens to be the only season when reason* 
able beings are to be found in London ; — and, 
in the next place, you my dear who talk of en- 
gagements, are the idlest, the most do-nothing 
of human beings. — I will not call you the 
• weed^ but the Iris of Lethe's wharf." 

'^ Do not call me any names," said Frederica, 
languidly ; " for I am out of spirits, or out of 
sorts, or whatever polite term is just now in 
TC^e for being out of temper." 

" You — my dear child ? — ^why what can you 
— the spoiled child of fortune and affection — 
have to vex you? — ^Have you seen a newer 
pattern for diamond girandoles than your own, 
«f-or has Giradot chosen an unbecoming shade 
of green for your train ? Poor soul !" 

** Yon do right to laugh at me ; for I own 
I have little pretext for murmuring against 
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Provid^ce. Nerertheletss, I am deeply mor* 
tified by Lannceston's proceedings, and aC 
the countenance with which fhey are sanc- 
tioned by mamma* As we predicted, I ibuhd 
him dining in Charles-street last night ; and 
the hour I passed there was enlivened by Miss 
£lbany*s performances on the harp ; and by 
my brother's persiflage respecting * Rawleigh's 
objections to my riding, Rawleigh's dread of 
my independence, and Rawleigh's ansdety to 
put me in leacBng-strings to Aunt Martha 
D^enzy/ Sir Brooke' »zay have faults, — ^I do 
not uphold him as a monster of a paragon ;— 
but I think it extremely unkind on Launces- 
ton's part to expose them to ridicule for the 
amusement of that odious girl^— -a stranger to 
the &mily, — ^and a very unfit person to be in 
trusted with its secrets." 

^^ Depend on it, my dear, she is far too deeply 
occupied with her own secrets to care about 
yours. Did William pay her much attention?*' 

** I cannot say he did ; but every thing wore 
a much worse aspect They appeared to mw 
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derstand each other perfectly^ and to be upou 
the happiest terms of confidential intimacy/' 

'^ They are certainly engaged!'' cried Lady 
Olivia, falling back in her chair with a severe 
concussion. '^ My poor, dear, infatuated sister ! 
—my poor, dear, obstinate, ill-fated nephew! — 
the ancient House of Trevelyan, — ^the unsullied 
name of Rawdon !" 

" Nay, dear Aunt, I have no reason to think 
the evil so far advanced." 

" Irrevocable, irrecoverable, irremediable 
ruin!" cried Lady Olivia, searching into the he- 
terogeneous contents of the steel-embroidered 
gibeci^re for her handkerchief, to conceal an 
unaginary burst of tears. '' I, Frederica, who 
am in the secret of all my nephew's embar^ 
rassments, — ^who have sat hour after hour upon 
a mahogany stool in a little dusty cupboard in 
Lincoln's-inn, filing off his unpaid bills on 
iron skewers, lest his solicitor should audit 
them with an imperfect scrutiny;—/, who 
have insured his life in half the offices in 
London, for the better security of his annui-< 
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tents ; — I who har^ his rent-roll by heart, and 
the list of its mortgages by head; — J, my 
dear Lady Rawleigh, am able to appreciate all 
the horror, all the ruin, all the wickedness of 
this abominable connexion !" 

" When I reflect," said her niece, " that this 
mifortunate young person represents herself as 
a clergyman's daughter — *' 

'* Unfortunate ! — I wish we may none of us 
have worse luck! — ^and a cUrgymaris daughter. 
My dear, that is a regular companiou-and- 
governess advertisement trap !<--*What sort of 
ft clei^yman do you suppose Miss Elbany's 
father to have been? — a respectable incumbent 
of a respectable vicarage like your own Dr. 
Jackson? — No, no! — some reverend divine such 
as those I saw in smock-frocks selling char 
among the Westmorland lakes; and preaching 
on Sundays in thatched churches, large enough 
to hold twelve persons without much squeezii^/' 

*' But those were Secterians? " 

*' As regularly ordained Church of England 
divines as any in the diocese! — ^Elbany — ^El- 
bany? I once had a hosier of that name, who 
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lived in Holbom, and sold the best ileecy 
hosieiy I ever used. Poor dear Mr. Tadeaster 
used to swear by it in bis fits of the rhen* 
inatirai." 

Frederica perfectly well remembered who it 
was Mr. Tadeaster used to swearo^ in his fits 
of the rheumatism. 

'' I have no doubt he was her uncle ! '' mused 
Lady Olivia. 

'^ Because you expect to be her aunt?^ said 
Lady Rawleigh, blundering on poor Mr.^ Tad* 
caster as the antecedent of the pronoun. 
" Nay ! — ^you may dismiss your fears on Uiat 
head; it is not my apprehension that Laun- 
ceston will make my mother's companion his 
wife, which disgusts me with his c<mduet; 
for you must allow me to explain to you (in 
strict confidence) that he is engaged to marry 
another person.'' 

** How?— you amaze me! — worse and wiMrsef 
Ten to one there will be the damages of a 
breach-of-promise action to be provided for! *^ 

'' No ! — ^in spite of the ill-judged attentions 
which Launceston allows himself to pay the 
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gifl mamma has go foolishly thrown in his 
way^ I am persuaded he is sincerely attached 
to LeoDibra Waddlestone." 

^ Leonora who?*' exclaimed Lady Oliria, 
half rising fr(»n her chair. 

'' Alas! my dear amit! I grieve to mortify 
yon by such humiliating intelligence; but 
William is actually on the point of marriage 
with a soapboiler^s daughter/' 

" A what ? — *' panted the agonized aunt. 

** Wlfli the only daughter of Mr. Waddle- 
stone^ an eminent soapboiler.*' 

« Of Waddlestone House ? "— 

Lady Rawleigh nodded assent. 

*' Viva! wa/'^— cried Lady Olitia, clapping 
her hands, and starting from her seat. *^ My 
dear Launceston! — ^my own dear William!— 
my godsoii ! — my favourite nephew !<-^I always 
said he would live to be an ornament to his 
fiunily; I always knew he would distinguish 
himsel£ Fiederica — ^Fredoica! why did yott 
never set me at ease on this pcnnt before? I 
win go directly to my sister's, and make an 
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apology to Miss Elbany for all my rudeness;*- 
I wiU— '' 

'' Pardon me if I trust you will take no- 
steps in consequence of what I have communi- 
cated. I am under a promise to Launcestoa 
pot to mention the subject to mamma; and 
although you were not exactly specified in the 
agreement, I have every reason to suppose he 
wishes the affair to be kept a secret in the 
family/' 

'' In order that he may carry on his silly 
flirtation with poor Lucy?" 

'' Let us think better of him. But tell me, 
my dear aunt, you who were so scandalized at 
the (Lotion of his marriage with a hosier's niece, 
what can you see to enchant you in his union 
with—" 

'^ The heiress of one of the wealthiest mea 
in England? — ^Every thing! — ^You will find 
my dear Fred, that in this nation boutiquUrey 
a- little city gold becomes necessary once in a. 
century to assist in emblazoning the escutcheon^, 
where there is neither a coal*-pit nor a lead-* 
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mtne on the family estate, to pay off the for- 
tunes of the younger children, and the jointures 
of dowagers. Why there ia young Tadcaster, 
toy nephew ! — he has every prospect of paying 
me three thousand a-year for forty — or say five 
forty years to come ! — a hundred and twenty 
thousand pounds! His estate is barely fire — ■ 
Irish currency; — so you see he must marry an 
heiress ! " 

- " But there are heii-esses who are not 
daughters to soapboilers." 

" Not such heiresses as Miss Waddlestone • 
who has a hundred thousand pounds in ready 
money, and five hundred thousand more on 
the death of the father !— Think of that, my 
love! — think of poor dear old Marston Park 
with all its encumbrances paid off; — think 
of—" 

*' I would rather not think of any advantage 
achieved by such very unsatisfactory means." 

- " Folly!— absurdity! — mere narrowness of 
mind; — intellectual people are above such obso- 
lete prejudices ! Had your brother offered him- 
self and his encumbered estates to any young 
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womaa of good £muly as i?yell as of good taip^ 
tune, her pretensions would have beea eo&f* 
motts. Her lather would hare stifled ns with 
parchments^ and demanded a settlement of 
jointure and pin m<»iey-— " 

(Frederica si^ied.) 
f' enough to beggar a duke!---*Bat witli a 
soapboiler the afiair is quite different— <p]^ a 
matter of traffic and barter — tare and tret;-*-* 
pedigree against pence, — ^pounds agaimi pte^ 
cedence. Not that I should have ever recom- 
mended you, Frederics, to marry a soapboiler. 
—The wife necessarily descends to her hiis^ 
band's condition, and an Honourable Mrs.-— 
or even a Lady Frederica Waddlestone, must 
remain a nobody for life ; while Lady Laoncestoii 
assumes at once your brother's dignities, and 
it matters Tery little, except to the compilers of 
the peerage, by what patronymk she was 
ushered into the world/' 

^* I wish it had been any thing but Waddle- 
stone^'' sighed Frederica, putting the fimshin^ 
stroke to her toilet««*which hsd been proceed- 
ing in the interim — in the form of an enamelled 
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bttcUs enciicled vnth drsgoos and birds of 
puadise. 

*' Mr. Waddlestooe is one of the most en- 
lightened men in Eoghutd ! " cried I^dy OUria. 
" When I was at Rome the family occupied part 
of my hotel, and his antechamber was crowded 
with Tntnosi and dilettanti, hke that of an am' 
basndor. He swept every studio and ateher 
in the place ; and Milor Vatilsdoa became aa 
well known in Italy as Ifapoleon." 

" But the mother — the odious mother \" 

" Is she still alive ? — alas ! alas ! — But a man 
does not marry his mother-in-law." 

" Mrs. Woodington in the drawin^room, my 
lady," said Mrs. Pasley, throwing open the 
door in some vexation that her mistress had 
thought proper to exclude her from the mys- 
teries of the toilet. 

" How could they admit that woman ! She 
is my ulter aversion," cried Lady Rawleigh. 

** And mine too, now that she no longer suits 
my plans for Launcest(m. However, my dear 
Fred., there ia no occasion to let her know that 
her hopes are over, for the poor silly little crea- 
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ture would break her heart; and between our- 
selves^ she has supplied me with pines and 
peaches from Woodington Park all the season, 
by way of propitiating your brother's relations* 
Good bye, my dear,-^I shall meet you at Ro 
chard's at three. In the mean time, I must go 
and leave my name at Kensington Gore upon 
my old friends the Waddlestcmes ; — one cannot 
be too prompt in one's civilities on such occa'* 
sions/' 
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CHAPTER XII. 



There's na lack about the houe. 

There's na luck at a' 
There's little pleasure in the house 

When my good man's awa. 

BURNS, 

It is a well-known necessity in the modem 
&nnals of our English constitution (both phy* 
sical and political), that a man must eat 
his way into Parliament ; and while Sir Brooke 
Rawleigh was enduring the unctuosities of a 
dinner at the Black Bull at Martwich, — se&^ 
soned by the pungent varieties of twelve cockle- 
shell saucers of pickles of divers colours by 
way of hors tPxuvres, — ^by a tumulus of blanc 
mange with a nosegay in its bosom by way of 
centre to a very miscellaneous second course,— » 
as well as by the presence of Mr. Amos Robf 
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and Mr. Jeremiah Jobson (two gentkmenr/ iM 
corduroys^ deeply implicated in the interesta ol^ 
the borough^ whom Mr. Lexley catted ^^niy 
good friends/' and '^ these influential -gentle^ 
men," every second minute),-*-Fredcrica,-^" not: 
at home to any one^"— was indulging in all the 
nuninative misery of her first widowjboody 
having dismissed the untouched- dinner-tray, 
and wrapt her roqueiauire avound -her .ia th# 
easy chair of her dressing-room. 

In her hand wa& a volume of one of Madame 

» 

de Souza's most touching novels ; on the litiUe 
marble table by her side was a scented. taper, 
'CAftting its pale reflection upon a > bouquat. 
<of Cdvile'B freshest iioses; at her i&et the 
Trivet ottoman brougbt hx»ne by Loid . Iiaim- 
jceston from his Turkish travels ; ^ bidiind her 
-head the cambric pillow embioideied . with h^ 
-own initials by her mother's hand* She. lookisd- 
-the very picture of voluptuous indolenee^-^-duxiir 
riiou^ ease; and had Eo^rd ^eea her in i that 
'.attitiviei with tbe sca,ttered tresses of her ia?sre|i 
.hair entajogled round her beautiful band and 
: vri^t, he wOuId hi^ve presented a< fairer Ludy 



Hawleigli to the admtlrscti^k b^poetbrky/ than 
jbbuld be' hoped froib'the ftvmal model «he' h«A 
jtfTorded ^th her locks toftuved hy «. Frtocfti 
haixdressery anxiE her robe pnaOy adjusti^d dft^ 
the latest fiat of Tictoriiie 1 ^ 

Bnt> alsa! the ease of Frederiea^ pofttioii 
vas DviioUy extrinsio^ In* spite of the ittsttouo 
taper, her sou) was dark aa iftuct of Sampwrn 
Jigoi]iStes>^a spite of the air^staffedeushiotHi 
ia which she was booyantly . •embedded^ her 
fnme appeared* eneinded by one Df the oompres* 
MVie -eogines of the Inquisition ;-:-«nd had Bht 
fiwallowed ail the k&rs d^ceuvres of the Martwieh 
diatietv her feelings cotild not hare been «ioif# 
atddalated against hers^ and all mankind. 

After her morning's endurance of nearly an 
hoilr of Mts« Woodington's toadyism, which 
she longed to cnrtail by a simple 'statismuil 
that Lord Launceston's hand was already be^* 
Bpok&t, Frederica Ibtind it necessaiy to prepare 
for the miniature; and the mere necessity of 
enduring all the martyrdom of full drefes at 
linree o'elock on a summer's day, is in itself a 
Utteif trhd of htlinan patience. Biit when sho 
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fqundi herself actually seated .to be e^amii^ed 
by the curious eye of art with the full gls^e pf 
a Mc^ .sunshine beaming on h^r face^ -^hUe 
Lady Olivia* who could not be contented to 
absent herself irom the fifst sittings fidg^t^d 
up and down, tormenting the artist with adr 
Tice, and her niece with comments which| she 
dared not derange her features by answering 
with proper spirit, her heart was sickened with 
petty irritations. Although Lady Olivia no 
longer cared a straw whether Miss Elbany 
chose to sit for a hundred and fifty piQture% 
or even whether her nephew chose to render 
himself responsible for their cost, yet such 
was her inquisitiveness that she tortured her 
niece by her ill-bred mode of pushing her 
inquiries on a. point which so little seemed to 
concern her; and Lady Rawleigh sincerely 
rejoiced when, her hour of penance w^s at 
an end; and^ Monsieur Rocbard bowed, heif 
rigpaj of release- ^ . , .., 

, *' Is ^tqnc your jeweller, my ^ear ? ^', paid hjeir 
ItWt, as thiey stepped into the qarri?ige.; and 
npon Lady Rawleigh's affirmative, Lady Olivia 



gave orders tliat they sHoulcl be driven to Bond- 
fitreet. 

•"'^You must riot ast me to get out," said 
IPrederica; '* X. was in hopes we were going 
Straight home, that I might put on my morning- 
dress/' ' '" ■■ ' ' - ^ 
' ^' Enveloped iri your mantle, no one perceived 
your evening costume; and I will lend you 
my veil,*' said the merciless Lady Olivia, throw-^ 
ing over the beautiful head of her companion a 
white web, whose consistency might have 
served on an exigency for a tablecloth, but 
which called itself British lace. '' You must 
hot refuse me the gratification of seeing you 
chbose a setting for these," she Continued,— ^ 
taking out a little box pestiferous with musk^ 
containing a set of Koman Mosaics larger 
Enough to have decorated the Lord Mayor's 
Mate harness. '* I flatter myself they are piir-i 
ticularly fine ;— they were chosen for ime by my 
poor dear friend. Cardinal Oonsalvi, and I had 
always intended them as a cadeau for Launces- 
Ion's bride ; but ^nce he is to marry a daughter 



S4fl FIN money; 

of Mn Waddlestone, I nught just'as wfeU i^r 
Iter a necklace of walnut-shells/' 
: ^ But surely we had better deftf our ridit'to 
Storr and Mortimer's till a more convememt €{h 
pprtunity/* said Lady Raivleigh, who locked 
upon Mosaics as much fitter for the Musemn 
than the jewel-box^ but who was unwilling^ to 
pffend her aunt by declinixlg so handsome a 
gift 

. ^ No time like the present I ^* said her lady- 
fihip^ bustfing out of the carriage, aiid waiting 
dniibusly oh the stairs of the show«rooib, tBl 
$he saw herself followed by her meoe; and 
In a moment. a tempting rariisty of beauttftii 
settings was extended upon the counter 1i» 
their selection, which Fred^rica at first uu>^ 
Aestly left ix^ the determination of thd donor# 
But in the course of the disotis^n upon filigree 
and Gothic; matted goM aiid embossed, fthe 
diicovBred that, although the Mosaibs wei:e ft 
jgift iVom het aunt, he^ &wn je#dlet hftd 
been pomtedly selected, that cdie might ovd^ 
the mounting at het own expense; axid'-aU 



^iio^g^ die profited b^ tbiB y^fy ^nsaitis&c^ 
tory discoveiy i,o choose th^ l^ee^t costly mqd^ 
^1 r^denng the uDv^elqpme present £^yailable, 
]^y Rawjeigh: dared not indalge her ipdinatioa 
aod declare the Rook^q vf^lual^les which she had. 
politely accepted as beautiful, to be in truth the 
mosli hideou$ thizii^ in the world I , 

.But her misfortunes did xuot end here*— ^ 

• ••• ■ k>, 

While she was determining the shape of the 
Gomb; which was to be surmounted with yiew% 
Qf ,th^ Coliseum^r-of the temples nt Poestum, 
-r-an4 the .amphithieatre. of Verpna — (a port**; 
ible ^ridg«)Qlit. pf Pir^nesi) — phe heard the 
rw^ of Lord .Calder at the opposite counter, 
neprQTii^ tl^e delay of his order for a set of 
pals^d^te handled knives a^d forks; ^d felt 
that her project of excusing herself from 9,U 
^dp)g,. his SQpper-psgrty tl^ nighty on the 
^ea q{ u^ndi^posii^on^.was now out of the qnes* 
t^i^ . ^y^^.her momentary hof^ of ei^capyig. 
I^B lonisliip's ;i^o(ice.in an^irea .ifo co]:i^ra^tfi4j 
19^ lost) wh09 Mrs. \^illiam . !^rsky^e> flying 
{ipt tl^ stalrsi. rushi^d to^ardft hei% 
'' Fred— my dear fove^ I saw your carriage 



V»it)9g, and «miuat ccone to t^ yf)v ,1t^ 
I'^har^ pia4e,a jaort ^leHghtful paity %:Jh/5 
nice9 on Friday. I have engf^ed hprsft9,^ii| 
}rour xiame and mine : — ^it is only ien gai^eii,^! 
and I know you are ag rich as Rothechild.-^ 
But why are you en mascarade this monung-?" 

*' Hush ! hush ! — I have been sitting for my 
picture. But do not let me detain youj7-I 
really cannot join your party on Fridt^y, — I 
will explain to you why." 

*' No, no ! — I want no explanations— I never 
listen to them, — ^mere fibs en habit de cwr! 
I have made up my mind to have you, and 
never allow myself to be disappointed ;-:-^ood 
bye!— Good morning, Mr. Storr. — ^what piot 
it into your head to send in my bill ? — I have 
not the least idea of paying it." 

" Whenever you please, Madam/' said thp 
civil jeweller, too well accustomed to the c^pric^ 
tf fine ladies to be annoyed by her impei;ti»nt 
folly; while Lord Calder, advanci^ig toi|irai:4s 
the discomfited Frederica, addressed the mps^ 
gracious complingients to her upon the confess jo^ 
he liad overheard respecting her portrait; ^d 



aj)6tx the assnirance he received from <]ier ttp» 
^eir^e' not 6nly thet ihe pietttre wotid Mbib 
ttiken at' an auspicious moment, but that he 
uiight hope for the pleasure of her company al 
Calder House that night • . > 

there appeared no alternative hut acquiefe* 
6ence ; and having gladly escaped from further 
observation by hastily terminating her commis^ 
sion, Prederica threw hersielf into a corner 6f the 
carriage, completely out of humour. From Xady 
Olivia, however, she received nothing but con* 
gratulations oh Lord Calder's flattering de^ 
meanour. Her ladyship had long regarded vnih 
profound reverence his manifold virtues ; — from 
the power of granting government franks, to the 
presidency over the most magnificent establish* 
ment in the three kingdoms of Great Britain^ 
The inefits of his Italian confectioner alone woul(l 
have sufficed to ensure her unalterable respect. 

But Prederica was neither bom interested^ 
faoir had achieved interestedness ; her niind wa4 
yet uhdegraded by those caries of vulgar life 
which spring froin the bills of many a Christ*' 
tii^,' and like cet^ain balefut Weeds which wind 
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tmaaA iomo pfinttilidhey eradi it into extmch 
iimv-^eBtfoy all tlie finer impalses of a noble 
nature. Reared in the lap of prospeiity^ Ae 
had ffCfercely oome in contact with the words 
'' income^ allowance, eitpenditare, debt, credit, 
or creditor;" even At embarrasmn^its of ber 
brbtber were on too wholesale a scale to gxre 
her the slightest notice that d sovereigii was 
cmiposed of only twenty shilUhgs. She knew 
tHat' between rich and poor there existed an 
awftil discrepancy; bnt of the facility wilh 
which the rich Become poor, or ihe hnmiliations 
aJdaing firom pecuniary distress — she enter* 
toined a vague and shadowy conception. TSirea 
among the nneasy meditations of her easy chair, 
when she was summoning around her every 
painful image at her command, she very slightfy 
leminded herself that she had expended eighty 
poimds on a horse, seventy on a fountain, a hun- 
dred on an opera-box, besides a considerable sum 
Ibr the cour^ress and the mosaic necddaee ; be* 
lieving that four hundred pounds pinnnoney 
would not only handeoinely cover the amount of 
fliese expenses and of the mixliature, but would' 
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leav« her, .accdr4uig to her mental cakolatknui^ 
a <>6ry: satiafactory baknoe to fvlfiL her usuai 
charities at Rawleighford. 

•Very jdifierent and far. less consolatory weaBe 
iha moral reflections \?hich kept the vohiiiie of 
^ Ad^le de Senanges " uiiopeiied in her hand I 
«--^ir Brodce was gone,— gone for the first time^ 
t-^ne with a filmy yeil of mmtual dissatislkc-* 
tion still unremoTed from between their affee** 
tion; — gone, upon a contemptible errand of brib* 
ing his way into Parliament; — gone with that 
hard ungainly mass of human insensibility, Mr* 
Lesley; — gone nominally for four days,— €uict 
virtually for as many more as it might suit his 
truant fancy to determine. And how was she 
about to beguile the period of his absence,-*-^ 
his first absence, — his confiding absence ? By 
engaging herself m a society which she kneW 
he must disapprore, — ^by visiting Calder House 
for the first time unsanctioned by the support of 
her husband ! — ^Twice she rose and seized the 
embossed blotting-book (that prettiest of Hard*' 
iiig's importations), and twice she dipped her 
agate pen into the back of the silver tortoise! 
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yAach grated htefrwrilifig^t^bleV t^xmiB^BSt^ao^^ 
cvt^: Bu(; iitrh^t e^uld^^e -Mty-311 'SQoli 'an: 
emergency ? — ^Another* cngageHieilt im» nsgjk^ 
lived by her original aeoeptancd* of th^ iilviter*/ 
{ion ; and pretteded ittdisposittM wa» reiukied 
ixiipO0&ible by her moming^B encoantec* M^ 
ready she foresaw the sneers of 'Mra* Wiljiafll; 
Erdkyne, who had witiiessed the engOgemctil^ 
and would readily detect the tnotire of Hs inf 
fringement, em her prudish tinudity^^-^alieady 
6he anticipated the reproaches of her aunt Tad* 
ca^er upon her indifference towacds th^ main? 
tenance of a good annexion in society ;r«rrand 
when at length Mrs. Pasley^ after a pro£ui«> 
sional tap at the door, nshersd in the Figaro 
of the day bearing a garland of sneh/wheair 
ears as weie never beheld saving in « Duor 
stable cornfield^ or Nattier's magatia, while 
the lady's maid assiduously lighted the tapers 
on the dressing-table, Frederica <limw aside 
her pen and Madame de Souaa with an air 
of self'-resignation becoming a martyr; nor 
allowed one smik to irradiate her lovely face 
when she behdd it surroUAded with aerial 




mondioamngsy and enh^tni^ ]byrQ^ flawing iq}^^ 
niiDie satin ^foJdwags if?ould. bate. i^jahq^ thd 
eooitly pmctlof y ^ndyke^-r 
: T1kd& ^ war jxist oae single i^bade of cax6 
lingenog' upon, her hfow^ a3 she .ascended 
did prihc^./lBta4rca^ at Colder Houses whdcb^ 
imlike Olb laiaOttred dec<»ratuuaa . of a Mxm 
Luttrdl, aasimifid vMlpx^ m<»re . thaa its . pr** 
dinary ehameter of refined Biaguificeoce, — It 
uras neither divested with peuutioua houaawifery 
ef its PeTsian carpeting^ nor embowered with 
temporary rardure ;-^the antique ata4;ue» grac* 
ing ita niches were permanent, and the hrooze 
lamps displaying their classic beautiesi. of 
nighdy iilimunatioo> Frederii^a concluded th^f 
she had. besa. preceded by the groom of th^' 
ch&mbers; for.she was met in one of the first 
chambers of the suite by Xiord Calder, himself, 
who led her forward to the saloon in which 
Jas .guests were asi^embled. For a mowent sher 
fianc\ed that there was something rather tpo 
much resembling . an air de prince in th^.toueT 
.of his reoepti^^; but when he had.placcid.l^ 
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in a fautenil in the. moot adyaoiagroiif pofitkNl 
&r hearing tte coneeitaow: about to coBuneoeiv 
and iitood beside her liatesing with d^ceqlial 
attention to her flattering comm^nta^ she b^gn 
to think that if Lord Calder were as.gn^ose 
ia his addresa as Lpub XIY ., he was ,quite aa 
courteous, and &r more. eDtertaimi^;-^a]id to 
determine, that one of her first studies sboiild 
ba to get rid of that mauwme JuuUe which reo.':* 
dered her conversation so imwortLy the ,pains 
he took to draw it forth. 

It is surprising in how sho^ a time the weari-* 
Bess which had previously oppressed the spirxts 
of Lady Rawlei^^ subsided under the influ^ 
ence of the thousand joyous sounds and sighta 
by which she was now surrounded; and h|er 
heart became as much the lighter from its 
previous despondency^ as the sun chines witb 
a clearer radiance after the dispersion of its 
moving mist. After the lapse of tw<^ short 
hours she was tempted to acknowledge to her* 
self that, in spite of her former prejudices^ shf» 
had never found herself siwrounded by society 
so " £uiltl€;^sly agreeaUe as that , q£ Calder 
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Hovse; H h firue uhe found none of her 
immediftte fixcnds ineltided in ite AstidiooB' 
dide/-4onat viudi her mother would have 
lieea' rejected as msipid, her brother as a boor, 
hor hasbaad as a nonentity, and her aunt 
Tadeaster as the most insupportable of human 
bores. But aU its sitting membeis were of the 
choicest &shion ; — ^women just hovering on 
die verge of indiscretion, without having for'- 
feited their reputation ; — ^and men incapable of 
uttering a word unworthy to be quoted, either 
for its eminent wit or miraculous absurdity* 
There wsDs not a single person in that match- 
less coterie otherwise than superlatively gifted 
to conduce to the general gratification of eye 
or ear* 

As soon as the distinguished notice bestowed 
by Lord Calder upon Frederica had pointed 
her out to be deserving the homage of society. 
Lady Rawleigh fomid herself smothered in 
tncettse. But it is not with those fragrant 
fomes first direling around us that we dis- 
cover the paKry nature of the tribute ;-^m- 
toxicated by its grateful vapgiir, we* become 
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saittfled it Once of our tfwa #vimi^, add «iF' 
tbe lattdftbl^ devodoa of our yotanes ;^-4aiif ** 
time and experience alo^ render tl»e t&&atttH9f^ 
atmosphere oppressive to oitf feclitigs.' * LMd^ ' 
PutBey begged learc to present -to her^Mr/^ 
Yanx/the most fashionaHe trit of ^e ^yi'^ 
who had long been ambitious of the honoui^' 
of her acquaintance, — and poor Prederi^a in- 
genuously imagined that he had been eftraieted^' 
by the reputation of her talents; while' Lady 
Rochester, by her eager request to her brotheiT 
Lord Oalder, for an introduction to ^^tke beku^ 
tiful Lady Rawleigh," convinced her that ^^ 
London was ringing with the &me of htt chinMl« ' 
Meanwhile the following dialogue was oanied ott-^ 
at her expense on the opposite side of the rooiB#- 

« My dear Vattx }— ^whd was that pretty ere** ^ 
ture who6e Vacant "smiles ydu W«e ttying "tit^ 
Pyginalionise into intelligenoe jitisrtf'nOW'^^* ^ 't 

** Oh ! my <7d]ated » by nD i2i)e«&fi<r^nfttM4i 
as she appears. She is thewift «f isOttie^bMl^ 
Baronet— some Wai^ickshire'Squiife,-^»*%ho «tp*^ 
pears t6 haVe just ^ei^se ^ougbti^le^^terkM^ 
Oft society, without' Ms' stupid* pMKtf^ Hui&g 
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Ui^ f^ 4:I(Gtg;a;^md b^ syick.ta keep her. J^vm^ 

linin«9. I>^u)g8 . ar# s^ expected; to walk 
upoa) thQ eaitix ia canideeii like their own 
hQwiGU.j.,oi like the yami^ked woodea effigies: 
of Mr. and Mr8» Japhet^ in a Dotck Jfoah'sr 
Ark." 

.^^jkod bom did you coax your statue into 
famc^iy, and off il& pedestal V 

^^ 1 tell you 'tia no statue^ — but a wood^ 
nyjnpki*-^ Warwickfihire hamadryad ! As soon^ 
as I began to indulge her rustic predilections^ 
attd rodoui^tade . to her about sunrise and 
suMetj> ^ rapid Vaga/ and the Malvern . hills^^ 
she .talked aj» much poetry as would have fuxs 
nished half^^ozen very deqent sonnets to the 
best Apnufd^ going* - I ^expected every moment 
she would invite me to botanize with her lit 
Jenkin6'&^e0ns^lratorieflrJ or take a. stroll iit 
Kcfldm^oa QardeuA ; but I gave her :to under** 
ataM I'jwas a dmique rather than a romanr 
iifmj, ' and ^at ^my rhmmatism preferred > ^' 
vi^poiirrbdth to. all the fountains of Helicon.? . 

f<X Aoaght- her Uvdy> face- became oter* 



donded by a oftiitBiBptooafi £roim trlitle yift^ 
vste uttering you kapefiiaeBqmi^* .' 

dear Httte cieatuce is har £rom ntlicioasi*:^! 
ftasure yau . ske swallowed Lsdy BDchestada 
cifilities as eagerly as. if tkey had-ldcsa candied; 
by the Fidele Beiger/' . .. . 

c ''..And what could Lady Rochester find^'to 
say to a sweet modest ereafutia like tibat^ oni 
wkan all the glaring audacity o£ her wit mnst 
hwe been so eoapletely thiowti a:way?' She.. 
IfHB not tile bast notioQ how: ^ talk, to jtt 
wooeian; and when repeating like a panoLor, 
a starling the pluasas* addreasod to beraelfy: 
aometiHies produces the most singnlar sampiflB: 
of conyeiBatioii P' 

: *^ Her boriiftsa with Lady- RaJkd^h was 
BBither 4o talk nor to hsteo^^'-did jqn not 
deteot the motite whieb indaced heiL io aatl. 
acBosa the lom. 1 '' 

^ ^ likea/yadit ihancaufrit^* al a;aegatta4?r<^ 
Ho indeedl^ aawt her gkas cUigiMillyjABplbSL 
to tbsr.eyew^^ •• o : 

^ Poor aouiir-Hdie"&iiciea-4tiiatiia.twt]i»an!3 
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complexion is as extraneous as a man's coat; 
and on seeing a pretty person for the first 
time^ instaBtly i^es to detect whether her 
'beauty is liquid or vegetable ; bought at Lu- 
bin's, Delcroix's^ or Bayl^ and Blew's. I 
luLve no doubt she fancies she has found out my 
goddess's secret, and has qualified herself to 
ofier an exact copy of Lady Rawleigh to- 
morrow night at Almack's." 

'^ As like as a crimson dahlia to a damadb 
rose l-^-'wliy camxot she paint after one of her 
pwn gramddftughtets ? — Ah ! I see the dibutante 
has met wHk -anqjiaJiBed siMtoess ;-r^-C!akler k; 
taking her Jjx&n 4a her .oanria^r-"«: thing I 
beT«c saw him do^o aay one hut Ae beootiM 
Duchess of Lancaster.^ 

« ^ I jball leaT^ my name widi.ker.to-morniw^ 
'for IptedicA &atjbewiU makesome. stir among 
Ok ;So> fliuAli tka brtleri— we mm sadiy tt 
irant of a new planet in this okLaDfaur.s(j^stem.4)f 
•M» i jiiapiBct ftai one fixodjitaDs^ aiich as 
:Uarr BfMfasteri aaA Jbady WakUagton^ UOf 
Blanche, and the dudiess, will be oooapdled, to> 
hidetheir diminished heads in a itotal Mi^i ^ 



m 



Hir udifiri 






ft 



• ' > 4 



.1 



' . }» 



CHAPTER XIIL , 
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'Tia one tlung to be temptedi £scalu9| 
Another t^ing to fall !*> 

On the following day, just as Prederica, 
after returning too late from Rochard's * to 
cbange her dress and finish a letter to ^it 
Brooke in time fbr the post, liad seated herself 
with hurried eagerness at her writing table, in 
the fliU costume of her s^Hnce, Hartin^ sud- 
denly threw open the door of the drkwing-room^ 
and amiomiced-^-^ Lord Calder!**~The sapient* 
Mr. Thomas had not chosen to conceiV^^ it 
possible that my lady's general fi&t Of e3:ciusi6ii 
could efxt^nd to that -privileged mortal; whi' 
conducted her so fkmifiaily to Heir carriage oti 
thfeprecedrngtiig^t* - i ^ ^ 



Frederica profiting by the leisurely pace at 
which she knew her dignified friend to be ascend* 
ing the stairs, hastily exclaimed ^' How stupid !— 
I have letters to write for the post, and desired 
I might on no account be interrupted ;'' and ac- 
cordingly when' th^ attentive butter had closed 
the door upon his mistress and her inopportune 
guest, he issued peremptory orders in the hall 
that *' no person was to be admitted to my lady, 
not on no account whatsoever/* Now Thpmas, 
who had iived with u suflSicient variety of capri- 
cipi^j^ line .ladies, to perfect his education,, saw 
npthJBg unusi^al or re?Qarkable in the, order; 
bi^t^ proce^^d to enfprce it. with so xsmk 
^actiie^^, tliat w^ieu l.ord Launcestpu shortly 
aj[i^eni<fs^r<js kxiQcked .?,t the dqor— before whicfc 
Lp^ Ca^^ef,^ Qarxi^e,^d ^Jumbering. se^i^nl^j, 
w^re leisi^rf ly jdrawa wp-^h^ was ass^red a^flt 
a^4,;>^^:*hat J-aiiy iR^w|eigb : was . " .«<?^ <il 

was marked by the beauty of4^s,j^ip«^,-^i4]tI|j|t 



x«eathe9s of its appointmeiits to belong io some 
•person of high coAsiderafion^^-^^o B&y'nc^bmg 
t>f the impudence of the fbetamo, "whose'cane 
mA left leg were dangling over the comer* cf 
ihe dark green hammercloth ivitii an iedr dT 
defiance which plainly bespoke, them to be ap^ 
pnrtenances to an establishmcbt of sixty 6t 
eighty thousand a-year, — Jjoird Lanmce^toin in^ 
quired to whom that equipage belonged* 

" Really can*t. say, my lord: — ^but her lady^ 
ship is visible to n'ohoAjf on ndr accoimft vvhat'* 
ever." 

Lord Launceston replied to this piece x>f 
impertinence by jumping off his hotsey'thtovirfaig 
the bridle to his informant, and waUcinjg de^ - 
liberately into the house and up stairs ; when> 
to his surprise and constematxon, Ott enteffin^ 
the second drawing-rooM he iiMad his sifter, 
at five o'clock in ibe day, robed in white satift 
with* her arms and shoulders in the full bx^' 
pOBure of an evening toilet ; whHe Lord Galder 
reposing in an opposite ann«chair, gated upon 
her loveliness with iil-conoealed admira^oik 
Un&rtunatdy Ldrd Launceston had just a 



* 

ft 



^oble . gu^&i;^ to render that introdaotioa &ut 
jiei:^uoua ^bic^ ii^ght bav^ disguised the .^nv- 
i)9,ET^siA€^t pf the group ; for the cold ai^l 
'epren baughty bows, wbicb were exdiaijged 
between the genUemeu. only tended to heighten 
the blushes and . ye^ation of Lady Rawleigh* 
oa being . disooT^red io so singular a piie* 
dieament by her brother during the absence 
•of her husband* 

'' You may see by my dxesB ihat I have been 
following the &shion of all vain women, my 
•dear I^^fUnceston/' said she> attempting to 
laugh, awiay her distress, ^ by sitting for my 
pictuce y but' pray do not mention it to Raw** 
leigh or xnampia, for I iniegod thai it should be 
an agreeable surprise." 

** I shoYild think it would pmbably be a very 
agreeablie surprise to your husband/' said Lford 
L., saroasticaUy. '^ I was not aware/' bowing 
to Lord Caldev, ^'that your loid^ip was a 
practitioner in the^ne arts 1'* . 

^ You do me too much honour, and greatly 
oyerrate my abilities," said hife lordship, de* 
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ciding from the loud voice and imgra^ioas de» 
xnbanour Assumed by Lady RawleigVs b^^othefi 
that he was even a more micouth savage thail 
he had always appeared in the betting-stand 
at Ascot or Doncaster^ or on the driving seat of 
his barouche. "I should indeed despair of 
conveying to others my own vivid impression 
of Lady Rawleigh's countenance; and am 
therefore disinterested etiough to rejoice that 
she has selected the pencil of Rochard to per* 
petiiate its present aspect.'^ 

'^ Rochard ? " said Lord Launceston with 
an expressive glance of inquiry towards her 
sister. " How long has this mysterious portrait 
been projected ? I was at Rochard's myself 
a day or two ago^ and did not hear a word 
of it.*' 

'^ Oh,* mysterious portraits are the order of 
the day," observed Frederica,— resuming her 
spirit, when she perceived the unnecessary air 
of harshness and authority assumed by her 
brother, — a harshness which her own perfect 
blamelessness strongly induced her to resent ; 
''and r am determined hot to tell you a single 
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Word about my picture, that I may ascertain 
* whethier I am as expert as yourself in keeping 
a secret/* 

"I never had a secret had enough or good 
enough to be worth keeping," said Lord Laun* 
ceston, with increasing asperity. "Mystery 
presupposes guilt; — ^a crape over the ^ace is 
enough in itself to proclaim the plunderer or 
the assassin.'* 

Xiord Calder, perceiving from the tone and 
emphasis of the intrusive Launceston that hid 
observations were intended to be personal^ 
although— being ignorant of the suspicious 
negative his lordship had encountered at th^ 
door^ he was wholly at a loss to what motive 
to attribute his iat3iiip3raa23 of sp333h, n3 
attempted to change the character of the con- 
versation, by generalizing this latter comment 
and flying off to the brigands of the south of 
Italy, and the obsolete highwaymen of B^g- 
shot-heath. But notwithstanding the ad« 
mirable humour with which he described his 
own traditional encounter with the celebrated 
Abershaw, while yet an infant lying on 

TOJU I. X 




Jady-^mother's knees, in iibi& nlafrf^hniliai^ bftunr 
5>f ParkrlaBey «^ ttotwi Astaiduig 4i(s< ptcfik'*' 
nftsqne sketch of the manner in wl^h* the 
lM>torio«6 band ' of Akaretti depositod: the 
ikittrdihied body of a Rontagn^se physician andet 
th0 portico of the p<ype's palace on Menle*' 
Cavallo towards the Strada Pia, during tht» 
own renidenee in Rome, — Lord LaancestoM was 
determined not to be entei*tained.-^Qe -sat 
l&itlefiBly rotting up the hearth-^rug irvkh Jiia 
botyt, as if his thoughts -were waadeaing a ihmii 
Madmilesoff. . 

At length Lord Calder, nnnaed to. fioydfaim** 
self de trap in any society^ w^e to. take l^stta 
Ad he bent his low obeisance of\fisrevell>t6 
Frederica, he observed half intenoglitiirf ly^ ff I 
shall kave iiu& pkasuc^of seeing. you) t(Mti^ht 
at Ahuack's 2 " When perceiving ihear brodieflr^g 
angry scrutiny fixed upon her movements iMid 
jeply,«h6 anasvered with the mdst giiioieu^ bow 
die could contrive to ezecutei*^^' Certaiidy J 
and as I am: to call for my friend Mm^Endiyne, 
I shaU prdbdbly be there eariiet thani iiamLV ^' 

^^Is that your ordioldy modeef maUng 'a^ 



9mfpsMion, F^ederica?'' inquired her. brotber^ 
wlxsa Lopd CaUet quitted die noaft- 

^< Ptuy do not iiuterrupt me justi now wUk 
idle inquines," said bW fly^g to her writing ; 
''at I afaftll be toa late for tke poet;. b«it eit 
doMs^^ctnd make me owl a iraak for Mafrfr* 
widh/' . 

. '^ You had better not gire me aay such een* 
ttiflsioii^ or I may perhape be tempted to inflert 
ft |>oftBeiript m the esirelorpe, rdtommendingi 
Ranieigfa to i«twn nvvthent dday, and inler^ 
cept the interviews between his wife arid a sei 
o£fi08liiodable< libertmeB.^ 

:^«Sa, if'yeu like,^-4ie wHi be delighted t0 
flftdtme grbwto so popolar ; bat make hasten for 
I hear the^ last bell*-^' . 

: Imd'LsmiceBtoB took Ae letter frem her 
liti«dd/atid dimcted it 'v^^di d gesture of napaj* 
liencei' ■ .,».,.. 

<'>! tUnk I riMll ge to Ahaadc's myself tot* 
iiight^'^^stid'he. ' . t 

i^\hj 'aH toeans!^'' cried his sister; ''you 
haVe not been thei^ 1^19 sea«ili./ Bttlhow wil 
yenftaar youtsdtf firam Wad^Hestone Hicmsd?'^ 

K2 



■••''^IwAstli^e'lttstliigbtt" ••• = •- ^-Auiui -^.^il 
* ^ And lioW 'Win they geton in ChdjAe^itM 
kWiiiit you ?^ ' '' •'..••.:-•.«'*'«!;'> 

r '^I shall ^ r^miean witii my thbtber'titl'^tea 
i^^i^loek ; after tvliich, I gkall devote myseikf /;to 
watching over the vi^elfare of a^ sister ^lioqi'i 
dnce believed superior to the neeessityfidr aW/ 
vigilance of mine." s . rr« ■ /, 

^1 My Tfi^fare v?ill be very ill protected utileki 
yott hasten down to King-8tieet> toloek after 'a 
spare ticket. The patronesses ace lieMoni iSa^ 
after five o'clock; and among thenif you Will not 
be permitted to assume the ungraeltus'hecAor* 
ing uirs which' the affefction of ybur si^tfer in^ 
duces her to pardon when eKhilnted towavds 
herself/' ' ' " •' 'i 

Lord Launcestonj who had' been "looking 'at 
}ils watch during the earKer pari of this 'apos^ 
trophe, was haU^f ay down stairs er^- jt< n^ 
jDonduded ; -atid fasid alighted ''at^Witts'si»erol« 
¥Vederica dried the ilood of teailS' wilfa'wlpQb 
her T^ation i<elie vod ito^lf atfter ^his ^ delNkq- 
1?ure. ' She had i»ved 'two^nd-^wenty^ yearBRda 
the '^Id^ent iMinmdy ^of sMtaly^iaffiBetiai 'Tv^ith 



her brother William^ iiitd he.had j^j^^z bra^thed^ 
•pei aylhubtef ot harsh reppopfi to bee. berfq^ey But 
since his familiarization with that forw^^l^i^ 
UDpettineot';JMiss.,Elbaiiy> Xoi:4 • lawceston's 
ma]|](DepsiaQd conversation ba/1 becoiae, stri|tngQiy 
tixpreposaessing !-^Sbe conspled herself with 
ibd; hope* »ftd expectarf;ion that hex tn'Otfaer 
would find the conclave in King-street com?* 
fl9ta]y bfioken up ; And that he would be pre^ 
¥eftied, by the imipoe&iluUty of procuring a ticketi 
{qcudOi iT^oiidering her evening as nnsatis&ctory as 

bof morning* >> 

.lAfloong the incidents and passions influence 
ingtbe variabilities, of wiHuan's hun^our^few ar^ 
aoore potent, yet more indignantly disavowed^ 
than the love of finery. From the moment A 
girl bdoomes conscious of the difference be-^ 
tweon ^ky-blue and roacHxdour) it is astooish^ 
ing ¥shat wonders can be wrought in the.tempeif 
^>}ieir tniod^ and mood of her feelings, by the 
aoquisiiioa oS, a new dress or the sight of som& 
|}«r^ieulaj?ifrimd'B Parisian bonnet; and thei:e' 
Bcasroely extisis/a woman wise^ mtiioM^enougl^ 
tOihe kmtMMejtaibe .change. produ(sedj in 4i^ 
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appearance by TariatioQ of attire. Goldsmitli 
knew more of womankind than they know 
6f themselves, when he made Sr« Primrose 
declare that a set of new ribbons sufficed to me- 
tamorphose his philosophical daughter Sophia 
into a coquette! 

Lady Rawleigh, saddened by her husband!^s 
absence and vexed by the contretemps of the 
morning, entered her dressing-room at night to 
prepare for Almack's, with a mien of sober 
wisdom such as mi^t hare become Mrs. Eli* 
zabeth Carter and formed an edifying frontis* 
^ece to her translation of Epictetus. But 
when, on opening the door, a bevy of female 
domestics took flight hke a covey of par^ 
tridges through the opposite entrance, to 
whom Mrs. Pasley had been displaying ^^'iny 
lady's court-dress, and my lady's sumsiout 
plume just mounted by Monsieur Nardin,''— ^ 
and CVederica, through the door of llie opaa 
iommode, caught a gUmi^e of the spteitdouni 
whiih were to enhance hbr public tffpe^a^ 
ance on the inorrow, — she crossed ttfe' room 
with a Kilter step; and a te^t atote ia 
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Iksr boaoin, that Sir Brooke's absence and 
her mother's iadispositioii would deprive her 
of the support of their prraeuce, and them- 
selrea of the gratification of witnessing her 
tmitnj;>h; — for triumph it must be, — or her 
second glance at the glistening satin and 
Kf^Ting feftthera had strangely deceived her. 
In, defiance of her previouB intentions, she eren 
complied with Posley's request that she would- 
^ear her set of turquoises at the ball, in order 
thft hV' diamonds might be free frcun a particle 
of dust for the drawing-room. 

To own the truth, the "three-piled hyperbole" 
of the lady's maid that my lady was in too good 
looks to need the " fonun haid of homament," 
was rathei; less figurative than many of Mrs. Pas- 
I^siuggesUoos; Frederica's ■chepk w«8 fiwshed 
wifh the flurry of her spirits, and her eyes were 
inadi^t^ with the ,uqoatur»l .brilliancy wbich 
f^„^ei|^t^)ed, ,Cffln[Jfixicm natutaUy inaparts. 
^flfqKely.ha^Bbe enteiied the ball-^Qom at Wil- 
'^p^whei^ I^.£ra|cyae. spitefully ^hi^>ere<l 
^J)^ pair, ,'f ]V)[y d«^ ^t^i you mmst have cer- 
jt|i% r|ihljs(l yoi^ fi^ce agpiast ooe of .thejod 
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morocco library chairs, or Sir Brooke's, yeo^ 
mmryvadtc/ttn, oryonr rouge is^full<iiu^eslri3ils^ 
too diftep!" — ^an observation which deepeiiitf 
the "flash of Lady Rawleigh V bllishfaig chee^' 
fbll' three shades more; wlule Lad^ Rbcheiit^/ 
BO' longer solicitous to decompose ^o ^agge* 
]%ted a complexion, shook h^r head, todcoi)!-^' 
^laihed aloud that the true French ^ink'hkd* 
neref been worn by a single Englishwbman 
{face the days of the beautiftil Lady Coventry; 
-*Mhat even Lord Calder^s new Venus did riot 

r r 

find herself at all times sufficiently fair to ven-'' 
iure upon rouge of real delicacy/* 

Delicate or indelicate, the augmeiited hnl^ 
liancy of Frederiea*s complexion wias received 
vHth umversal applause; and while she ad-* 
Variced tiide by Bide with Mrs. 'William Er- 
skyne indiscreetly escorted by ^ i^ngT^ ad^ 
mirer, ^ Amnd herself followed by half*a^ 
dFPziBn; by Sir Rob^ Mors& buzabg^^lus ^kt* 
dp^Griminate flatlc^es with the tdione ' ofi a lUof^ 
Bp^le %,— Lord: Batney ocQAabot^ bieakiogf: 
f^rtjb. ^ti>^80p[U3^bttite» saveanny iiKketid64'«ttOi 
b^iffi,ip4,iji^m., wfli^ ,Ae/ repntatJon >«£. Homsntidt 
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iSumijilUiropy^'^i Colonel. Ebyae. mvconi^iM^* 
t^ndcinog ta. be)c acceptanc^i^oi]^ of ti^p^icvtr 
a^T(jbried ^^oience^i of r^^y-m^ie lEtdmi^tiQA^ 
iTKbipIi, bailed .'bostowed ,upou.tbe succe^sir^ 
beauties of tbat baUrroom (^Adlftiss^Rawdoi^ 
among the number) far.lJpie U$t,fifteeft year$,rrr, 
a yQung Guardsmaja,.. galoppe-mad« .tormenting 
h^r to augment the list of unbiappy fem^le^^ 
\vhom his awlc^mi^luess had, assisted to .stret^ 
tipon. the slippery boards,— aixd. lord .Geo^ 
Madrigal, the Bayley of the aristocracy,. w)iqsj$. 
witticisms are unfortunately borrowed from 1})4. 
most approved . authorities, and. who^e pojftry 
— still more unfortunately — ^is i^nqnestionablf 
original, an4 borrowed only from biw^ftlfr <^' 
youiig g^ntU»nan per^oxi^ying, according to h» 
oy^ li^jpyfig pwo/ninthiathoH, . . \i 

it was. the first tinie * Lady Rowleigh had 
app^dredt in public 'ivithmit bet h'tisBand; m4 
i^'/wiiiEtf aBtonisbed tt» fiid that in 'hef' 
iodepelidetti' poation of 'ttiatrdn,' ^fae* "was 'li' 
thdnsBukt tiaier<iBtoiii';ta vfiki ht ^e' ^nttkni' 
of her own sex, than she had ever been an 

N 3 
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Fredeiica Rawdoiu A baUnroom is flie lia^ 
taral element of extreme youth^the become 
ing 8{Aere of an immarried girl ; but a' young 
wife seems to need some excuse for her 
presence tiiere unsupported by her husb^and's 
company. Sbe is rejected from die so&s j& 
tbe elderly chaperons, — ^who regard ber as -an 
interloper, and suspend in her presence their 
mutual inquiries into the extent of young Lord 
Priory*s rent-ioU; — the young ladies shrink 
finna her with the briefest possible repfies to 
her observations and civilities, in order that 
they may resume their private flirtations axid 
partner^hunts; — ^and unless by joining in the 
dance she chooses to avoid the perils of her 
isolation, it passes into a general opinion that 
zhe is there to flirty and to be flirted with. 

Very soon after Lady Hawleigh's entrance 
she found herself deserted by Mrs. Erskyne, 
who went off to waltz, and to repose herself 
afterwards in one of the least ostensiUe 
comers of the tea-room: and unwilGng to 
linger near the ropes with the hoAiage of 
so extensive a grotip devoted to herself ^^ 
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.iccepted the arm of . Sir Robert Morse,;— hcif 
oldest aad least attractive acquajintance amoog 
them,— laod retired to an upper sofa^ on which 
her intimate friends and coimtry-nei^hboars, 
lAdy Lawford and Lady Hdntingfieldj were 
seated in rigid ohaperonship ; with fan in 
hand and ghussy eyes fixed npon their seveml 
dan^ters^ like the immobile effigies of the 
Queen and Princesses arranged in chairs of 
state at Mrs. Salmon's wax^woik ! But to her 
.great embarrassment they became^ on her ar- 
rival^ as mute as the puppets in question ; and 
she found herself treated with a degree of 
polite reserve, plainly indicating that they 
ijBgarded her as twenty years too young for 
the station she had chosen* How could I^ady 
Lawford continue in her presence the narrative 
with which she had been recneating Lady Hunt* 
JngfieM, conceming the extremely unhandsome 
conduct pursued by Lord Putney towards her 
•niece Araminta, the preceding summer at Ryde; 

.^.Ivheu it was so probable that his lordship's 
£c]|en<}^ Sir Brooke Rawlei^'s pretty wife m^ht 

^ acquaint him with every word of oomplnwiifc 



ih^|^i$ee^«4 fromlKir lips WOr liolv^oebldd 
fj^y. >Hu9Ltipgfield kquire ; 4)if : lotdy. ^i^wfonA 
Ki^tfaev it was 4lrue that. tfaei^stafteS'^of'Xoidl 
pffaley (the fiither of Colonci iRlijse wko^wul 
4iaiciAg with bet daughter : Lady 'MaTgui^i 
Fieldham) were likely to come sound/.' wirai; 
Uie a^Sitirfr of Lord LannceBtoo 'wsare so ^notoii* 
ously implicaied in die fiame. embanuisisme^^ 
wiheu thereiBaJt Lord Launcestou^s mstcrio jiidg^ 
9ieiit upon dieir curiosity? u 

..It was ia vaia thai Fredeorite/ with all that 
peiBiiaaive gentleness ehavacterisiibof her do« 
meanour,. attempted io eoogage them ktdesui^ 
toiy conversation^^ — ^ih comments on die beauty 
ef; Lady Osterley and tibe fsdcinatians of Lady 
Newby^ — their monosyllahio sepHes plainly 
expir^sed— ^' As Sir Brooke is bfaroughbig 
^ Martwich, yQ«i certainly did natiafce thb 
trouble to dress and come to Almaddaifor the 
psuirpose oS twaddling with Iwo <Tes^ctd}le 
S(udd)e-ag^ .females who ahs .here on lonaA* 
BC^j .with th/eir daughters^ JDotilirti.'widiitkid 
4c|Qj^9h>hpy wh^is ^ighittg^his ailiomtioa at! youor 
dide^mdleareiusalone." ••' 



i* The^fbitHBr^Tt :of tb^ hint, ^pthrFt^e^k 
iav wmmou eobrtesy was ^ori^p^ltedl^ 'Acdip^\ 
fer jhe* found that' it would be.as' easy iojex^^ 
tn/et <i<Hive?BQ)ldoD. ftom the posts: of 'the 01*4 
C]ieBtsai*'as/;from - the two ehaperonjaiy • > wM 
feemed tei mutuaUy engrossed as the partner^ 
ef a 'baiikii^4ioafie on- iheir dnaasd settling 
digr.' ■ Buti when, without adopting the ^ lattei^ 
elauie, s^ was obliged to ai^c^t faute' 'da 
tni^ux the tediousness 00 liberally bqstowe^ 
on: her by Sir Robert Morse, aho soon begaii 
to' find him aicouraged by her graciontfn^B^ 
to Bangle more galta&try ln*hisi humdrum 'dis^ 
course than suited with her taste, or a»)en4ed 
tha awkwardness of- her position ; and. as th^ 
voom was^now crowded by the conftisioii foUdW^ 
k^ tiie-tetmination of a quadrille, she seises! 
tiiie of^nrtanity to affeet an es^er search aft^ 

heir friend^Louiita. '* ' *^ 

:• As fik^ wa» about to- enter the ^owd, fyfki 
Wired .by Siv RoberttMoise with the offMf ef 
kia>annAnd an assurance that Mf8.'EtiBkyti(^ 
ifraarby naiBewB in xeawt^f her <rhiip^tefifge} 
she noticed the stately l^re of LofdCald^ 
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il a<i<tti c d' in prominent d^nity iMir thedoor^ 
t-^lihefe Jie iros eodnibg, ^watli oewteoM^-* 
liMoe, one'of the sM>al eoofiisod md elabocate 
piecdB ef Bcajidal wUck ever elid fion the^ p(H 
Kshed lipe of Lady Ba^Mura Oynley^— mne 4f 
€Mse factitioas roamnees' <rf • £E«hionable life, 
wftieh are as ddiberat^ narrated in the ball** 
room or the opera-box, as if they' were not ^« 
pable of originathig half«a-dozen fatal durisr*- 
a criminal trial or two,— "^ snioide, a divoioe, 
and the ruin of more tfaiu& one family tf ss* 
BpeetabiUty« FitHm such a penaaosy it may be 
fanagined that Lord Calder tamed nith unfjpia* 
lified delight on peiceiraig the appvoachmg 
fignre of the beautiful Frederiea, arrayed in 
more than all its nsttal loveiiiieas ; nor can it 
be ooncealed that when Lady Rawleigh fein4 
hwself, a few niinultes afterwards, seated in the 
embrasure of a window with- the mimoel apdl 
dr his lordship's <9enversalaoaAl pondseaoetted 
fer her amusement, she thought of her eseape 
hwi Sir Reheat Morke witk tiauii^,' aad of 
her abaeoee fi^m her totd sad xmtMbf*---^*'mAL 
incBffereaee . t . . 



' llitviKtttioaofUKrtmisiaMi^^ 
^caifectedmthsamiichpreBBiBpteii^ ^wuty^--^ 
itk fio rnwek the custom Soot men. io Mie¥« t^ 
ft jequimft only tn exsx6aa of tlwir owa wiU to 
become dangerouft to the fediitr uex, — ^that tbe 
ciiaiaoter of a 10116 ia Tidgarly considered to be* 
long — like the profession of .&m[i9-*--to any &0I 
9f £MhioQ anxious to miJ^e it Jiis own. But 
fibertioism of tbs higher Ofder^ — libertmiim 
lirhieh aie^ts only da&gesous ami difficult con- 
quests/^HrequiMs nearly as much talent^ aod 
i^mte as omdh tact, as to become secretary of 
•ti^e in mther of its departmeota tripartite ; 
sad lord CaUer was in the habit of exerting 
as much diplomacy and political finesse in the 
course of a single year in order to ei:tend and 
maintain his dominioiMi in tho female world^as 
woidd have sdfiaed lor the adjustment of a 
barritt treaty, or ^ected a revolution in the 
inteniatioBal lair of hali^-dosea oontinental 
plates* 

. Itis astopiahing by wh»t » siagslar -exertion 
ef ▼^fbai and mrnid influence he eontriye^ff' in 
half an hour's conyersaiion, to plu^, ]Lad]f 
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Bkwleigh completely at ease both' T^iiih 'mm' 
and ynih herself. Sir Rot>ert Morse, in attempt-^ 
tng to travel a similar road and 'render himself 
personally atti-actiVe and important, had arrived 
at a very different conclusion. Hf> homage^^ 
tender as it was, plainly implied to Fredeiica 
that her accidental position was wholly unpfo* 
tected,— that she had neither hushand, kinsmanj 
nor privileged adorer present to preserve her 
from the ignominy of falling to. the endurance of 
the old Chaperons, the abhorrence of the danc^ 
ing young ladies, or the wretchedness of uttef . 
isolation ; — and that it was her cue to receive hia 
attentions with graciousness and gratitude. The 
ccmsequence of this blind self-sufficiency recoiled 
iipon his own head : she erew ashamed of h^r- 
self, and disgusted with him for making her so. . 
I3ut Lord Calder commenced his tactics in a ^ 
fer more artificial and efficient ^aI^ler, by-.- 
teaching her to fancy that she teigned in his 
estimation as the queen of the ball-room : that 
he believed the whole assembly engaged by hei^ 
beauty, and devoted to her presence ; apd ihat ^ 
net hotice of iaa individual so obscure and 



unin^a^ntial . as. himself, coul4 . prpce^ .P^^y<f 
frqin th^ unlimited, benevolence of her di^$i-» 
tipn. His ;next effort was to lead^ her to, an 
opinion that the business of all persons uot en-f 
gaged in dancing in a ball-room^, is to pair o^ 
and place. themselves out of the way, that tl^ey 
may not selfishly obstruct the an^usements of^ 
others ; nor was it till he had fairly wrought , 
the mood of Lady RaMeigh to a very satis- 
factory adoption of these principles, that he 
attempted to produce a pleasing impression, 
upon her feelings by the high-bred grace of his 
demeanour, and the fund of anecdote which 
enabled him to vary its attractions. A man of 
ordinary practice in his art, would probably 
have turned to account the evident jealousy 
with which his attentions were watched by 
Lady Bl^che Thornton, and occasionally ia* 
terrupted by the forward advances of Lady 
BVtrbara Bynley. But Lord Calde'r was bette|[ 
advised* Re was well aware of ^e advantage 
to be derived from rendering the interview, up-^ . 
eiceptionably calm and satisfactory, ^nd ^ti^ ^ 
fyihg to hei^ feelings; he wished no, unpl^asinjg|' ; 



882 Jfwr nc^^Kt. 

MBOCuiticm to oebneet ilaelf witk'IiiB tnaxkAAip 
m theaasnd of Fiedei»ca;-*^4ie taatedtbaiUa 
manoeuTtes would sooa «ffixrd a spceies of h«bi* 
tual tcpoae iaihdr inieRxntrae ;-*+^kat 

Parmi tous les gens du monde . 
On se ehofBirotttofzarlels sdirs j 

i^i ij^ &ho9l^ shortly b^lmg tp ie^ A^ber 
WKid the tuiauU pf sod^tj, by thq saiM wgii^ 
^ve attraction which «jiited jth^ dnwJ&^Dk ca^ 
TBlier «»d hi> horn, ^hm m hk ecnpuko. 
1^ iQ^^pited ^eir Bto^ds and riddea a,vap 
'^ Sh^ ia in trutlv" t^v&hi tiie wUy Caldi^r* 
</ibe tt09t unexceptioQaUy cbafn^nig ii9«aai| 
to h^ ^MiQd izi^ ik^ aocietgr I ft^iqt^u^; aa^ 
hy letting her suppose tba4: i waaJkbe fisiC 
to make the discoireryj and deteitoiw ih^JfWf 
diet of Ae ciiiDle ia hoc iKFmr^ Jber gi»j)itade 
vtll en«iie me a diakUkguudbed p)ac^.»ia }m 
jaeference/' •» . i 

^ Ymare^raag ^'Ae dmmti^Xfx^ff^Mf^a^ 

mm,^^mAi^ ^^ SfaaE. >«m mt jbe mwg^M 
inking four ifi»t appeanBim»th»m vnHhpdttilt 
flatkoliiN|i of; 7»tir kiokaiid'a «tt^aidBM9.?i 1 1 J 



tp lie ittotafisd fliat Sff BiMk« Rairibsigfa d^ 
have seieeted sb very miiiuiky a mommk to fd- 
loir the efibiontgtiidmMe td Mx. Lexky;'' 

''lAhaU.indeedi'' DepUcdFtetterica, ''«jiiil 
liaTe been Terjr anzioos to. postpone my pree^c^ 
tatkm* But a dmirmg-nxna is nxm of sudi 
rare occurrenoe, and Bawleigh has insisted so 
ttaeh <« taj proftting by the preparations I 
haire made finr this disagmeable eeveaionyy tittt 
I am obliged to persist in my original plan.'' 
- *' Oh ! if yonrdiess is complete^ I have not a 
fltn^k word to say on the subject. I am awaie 
that the doqueoce of a faeeomuig eoatune is dl- 
OMnrincis^; nay» thai many marriages have 
been preserved from a raptare, merely beeausa 
flie weddiag-clodiei wei» sent home. Bativho 
presents yon?" — 

*^ Lady Derenxy, a cousin of Sir Brooke's,-*^ 
and ihe infallible high msghtinesa of his 

family/' 

<< Qaifle ri^ — my dear Lady Rvirkigh ! 
you could not have chosen better ^-^awopan 
who has^tetally outlived her fitshioB^ in^uencei 
sbdi importance^ but of the highest seqMOtahif^ 



3M imtrMQ^fn^ 

lity ; — exactly calculated to be the Mentor of a 
yoang woman entering into life.'' 

Lady Rawleigh regarding Lord Calder a& 
almofit paternal in the tone of his counsels, lis- 
tened with avidity to the suggestions of a man 
so experienced in the customs and opinions of 
the great world ; when, just as she was leaning 
across the window, with her long throat bent 
gracefully towards him, and her beautiful fiice 
irradiated by a smile of gratitude for his in- 
terest in her' favour, she was suddenly stmek by 
the lowering countenance of Lord Launceston, 
— ^fixedin angry scrutiny on her sditttry inter^ 
view with one of the most dangerous, and dis^ 
sipated members of fashionable society !— 
s Involuntarily Frederica started^ and turned 
pale. - T 
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Tlien 'gan tne courtiers g&se on every side, 
v<! 'Jllid Maw ddhiaiiridiWg looks, b^uMa-^d«: 

. Wonderipg w]iat mister wight he was, and whencfi / 
' ' Foi* he was clad in strange accoustremeiits. 

In coort before, — though there all fashions bin ; 
''v- VH^Il9ih6in mnewftingleness did pass. 

.cq^vger's "noraut iiuwsiiA'a TiUE*"**. 

i ^^. TitE l^t method of avoiding' danger/* said 
a celebrated Hibernian orator, ''is to meet it 
plump!" — ^and tbe best mode of evading a 
tjuarrel is sometimes by striking the first blow. 
Lady Rawleigh having accordingly resolved to 
fofestal the expression of her brother's displea- 
sure, beckoned him towards the window with a 
Bmile of the most confiding innocency. — 
. ' '' My dearest litunceston ! what do you mean 
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by ^lidldiig at this extremity of the room/ like 
a chidden spaniel? — NotwithstancKng your 
anxiety to be here to-night, I never snw you 
appear so little at ease/' 

** Tf or you, my dear Lady Rawleigh, so much • 
—Jet us make a fairer and more becoming di- 
vision of the fitmily assurance/' whispered Lord 
Launceston, vrith a severe glance at her com*- 
panion. Then, appearing to repent his Own 
severity, he added '^ I am here with another 
man's ticket. The lists of the iwo patronesses 
to whom I applied were fuU,-^not a single 
ticket to be had,— 4bitt I had tiO dMetrlty^ in* 
persuading young Bnmcepeth that he ^s ^xv 
tremely indisposed*, atid might safbly resigh his^ 
into my hands. Poor Wiltist & gettih^ n/tUai^f 
myofrtic !-^rwith the sssiManfecf bf ifbdA cMgH 
anil a cambric handketchlef, T cotitnv^HM he 
jdMAild iristake me ftr a maH wilh a fttde 6ee^ 
kled like a Linoofanhire Aog^ ^Arith MlUdf/ildi: 
a^nmbnose; but I met fkt mine tif^fit^kmrn!^ 
off enaounleriiig my ki&d firieiid Lady -^-^^^ndiA 
made soioe* inqtiifietf fer me amon^ iier aiMM 
IMtonfesMi, tad vttt'flslardfy be adudMiirio' 



«K)flfaKt Iionir* I be^tme. mow suoccsefid tfian 
Iiflosdf. I]i.jB0J9«e 4Uiig9iBQiiMBi.aTe not i^ eaeUj 

^ After your recent complunents to my coch 
fidencV' f^ Fredenes, risix^ goodhnmoufedUy 
from her.B«at) to the isnrpme of her brother i^ 
th^ nexatKHX of Lord Calder, ^ yon e^nnot ptvK 
sup^e to. undervfJue my coontenMce. Give me 
ywr. arm, and I will not only venture to conr 
fiont the awful coaelavB, bat to bear yon blttmo-^ 
leasjthroiigjh thtir mqnisitknuk" 
..X^anipg upon bar brother^ and restore to a- 
|mq>er »enm of her own dignity by the sapport 
of a person «pnt?i|eged to be her companion in 
th^ 9y€ia 9f the worlds Lady Rawkigh now rmt^ 
t^ored ^^d the mo$t fealidiout of the bntUant 
gF0fip9 feom which A» bad hastily retreated on 
ib^ jdf^^on H^ Abrs^Erskyne; and even Levd 
I#i#ceatoii fo^ot hk pieviMs irritatioi^ in 4be 
gi:^tijgedr . pride with which he obaerved thd imi'»* 
tiaiwl Adwntimt commcmd^ by the gmoelul 
^ffgfcsuaLj)i ibia Mster. Fcederiea was anfr to 
pImaer'*T«iire .to reeeiT« »• fiiTOttrabfo awwd 
i|w^,tbe i|»Teie JAVMrof society; .for ebo finuMd 



of any other pereon, nor aAeted tber dfightoit 
claim upon the homage of the fashionable world. 
Her female friends advanced to greet her with** 
o^.tiEke feur of ruraUiip ; and the mcde iAlers of 
the ball-room vfea^ satisfied that she fiOQght ii6 
pfurtaer^ — oo boi^aTrier^«*>no carriage-caHer^-^ 
from among their wellnlriUed taitks. 
. As th^ quitted a little kmt of friends 
distinguished equally by rank, fashion, opu* 
lence, and those talents of society which are ne» 
jcessary to uphold the distinction even of these 
threefold advantages. Lady Rawleigh inquired 
in a whisper of her brother how he should feel 
in appearing at Almack's with the future Lady 
Launceston ? * 

/* My LeonorfL is too reasonable to beumbi^ 
$j[pu9 of mingling in this. gaudy throng,'^ saill 
he, apparently more amused than Vesed ))y tkfe 
query, ^. :? • 

^'0^! pwk>i^i»e! ^ JwfywMiiattivi^lMMt 
a. r^ka {' and ^^^ ^ ^ .cmsMtion pftfftdenoe, 
I Wp v^0jitti0 dmH^iHi^Va^. WaddteBlMcf, 
of Waddlestone House, values yduf fvi^ttegie 4f 



^htrAwa^Ubg^ pioVable passport to 
JUBMk'8* Bmt after •» 

Que vlendroit clle faire dans cette ^l^re t 

'^ ^ To A^ in a hay^wiodow and see gallants/ 
like Ben Janson's heroine ;— -to defy the night- 
air .and the brec^ ot scaodal, hke Lord Calder^s.'' 

^^ My dear Itavinceston, you seem to have a6* 
' quired Masuna's apprehensiona of catching 
cold ! But since you are so careful of my healfli 
and reputations why could you not^ being aware 
oi Rawleigh's absence^ deign to accompany me 
hither, iMtead of loitering in Charles-street 
fettered amid the doux accords — '* 
. ** Of Miss Elbany's harp !— Allow me to an* 
ticipate your retort.— Simply because you never 
invited- me to eomef and because the beautiful 
JLucy never desired me to go* I am as docile 
•4 a spaaifilj/' 

^' Remember then that I desire you will ac- 
mnfWf metONmofvow to the dntwing-room.'* 

. *' Ihttve no cwit^i«ss ready; and I detest 
dnwnifMOMaa in ptmni, and that of to-morrow 
in pa«tiAii4ar/* 

VOL. I. o 



command^ to wear it,. .N^yi!— ndq. notiwfcw^ 
m^,-r*i have been eajnestty in. hopes of ^9,wr 
leigh'a retura;— and it would he highly. 4i»* 
dgCQi^Ue to msi, to ^fiod xayadf dependent .^vt 
I*ady Deieijzy." , 

.f'.^d .still more so to me to find yw exposed 
to the protection of LprdCalder. WcJl! — sincft 
ypu.re<i(uire my attendsmce, Fred.^ I am bp«v¥| 
tA 4<f ote myself to your service ; but I own i 
liave very little taste for the *oil ^n^ tips^l pf 
these exhibitions." 

Taking him at" his word^ Xady. Eawl^g^i iio.w 
hastened to retii?e from the. haJl-;rQomj^ and 
on the followix^ momii^ profited ]^ his. d^r 
^l^xatiops, . and. dei^atched the. carriftge .,.t^ 
hiing him. to Br^tonrsfareist, while, . al;ie^,.w^ ?^nr 
iuriug the severe ^trictui^s qf 3Jlrs. I^^s^l.^y^ 
hopks and eyes, and the still seyeiser opea.pf 
Lady Olivia . Tadcait^'a / eyes ax^d . , Qritiqsm^. 
Hfer ladyship was fiercely indignant, that lanj 
coeffeux bat Marshall should presume to pjume 
llimi^ on distributing the phimage ,yf . a 
court head ; mti little le^s sp, that any niece of 



IMs '^boiehi ' terfiurfe to pmsent herself, or be 
pf«8^ted at Bt. James's, wttUout the 'pteptthi* 
tkm of a dsurse of ctiri^eymg from Oliyiei* 
^&he Temembered that she had been trader the 
tutorage of the celebrated Rose— (minuet Rose^ 
— six weeks previous to her own dibut; she re- 
tdUe^Sted that no young lady of her time ever 
dreamed of appearing even at the old Duchesd 
of *Cumberltod*« without a similar kind of train- 
ing •— she hoped and trusted that Lady Ra\v^ 
leigh would not disgrace the lappets she wore 
hy any dereliction from the habits of an ancient 
and illustrious ftimily.*^ 

" My dearest aunt," said Fredenca, with ft 
exiiile su6h as that ancient -and lionouraUe 
funily had rarely di^layed among all its gene- 
rations of dimples, while Pasley clasped on the 
Ai4motid necUlade which completed her i^plendid 
eostutne, ^ bielieVe me, MamhaH and minuetit 
kti as obsolete as Marechal powder.* Yott 
ikight' quite as reasonably require me to appear 
in a hoop, or Launceston in red-heeled -pnmpsr.** 

''^ell, my dear, — ^you Will hear your maSkt^n 
Opinion on the stibjdcft. *A^ }m rheumaJKtftt 

o« 



J Jia^yerprowb^d j» t^e you to Chtsqrks-^lir^et^-T- 
l^e is;iiat»n% tc^ am^ious that Mif^ E|l?,af^ 
should .^.yop."— . . r .^ . ^^^^ 

.. To exhibit hetself for the. apiuse/aieptv <^, Lftdy 
ly^jinpe^top's presumptwus cpmp^ipipn^ yf^ ^^ 
proyoking trial to Fred^rica'^ patience. Put^,)?tj5^ 
f(?lt the iinpossibility of refusing ^ re<|ue^ 
.urged in her mother's , name ; an act. of con- 
ciliation, for which she was rewarded on I;i^ 
airiyaly by Mias Elbany's supercilious pb^eryf^ 
tion that "the English custom of. wj^fFf!8 
plumes jwith a French train, prodiiced,a^sipepief 
pf mennaid anomaly f and that fiiai^^t^n^s ^^,f^ 
jiaiserable jeffect by.,dayrliglM^,T-nothipg,|Cpu}4 
be less becoming." ._. ., ,..^ 

Slight as was the . value attached by, Fr^^ca 
%(> the judgment ,of such, a person, al][ ^he^^^lfy 

pp^tent wittwluob^^ had..c9wt?»aplatfidj^^ 
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rfi^i^foii' Which rosfe to her chfeek^only tfetiM 
tb'^^tnKknfcV'tKe^ tiriHiaii^y of' Tief iitauV^ 'A 
mc>iierit^1)efore, she had "been repm&g that Sit 
Bteok^ t^^ n6l presei\t'to giVe his opinion 6ii 
her costume ; but she now rejoiced ^at the tirdl- 
iie^s oi* the Martwicli cofpomtioii, and relaxed 
fill lier eiimity towards Mr; Lexley. It is astdn- 
hlliing Ithe effect that can ibe produced upoii 
the ieihate mind by a single disparaging com!* 
nieht;— the charming Duchess of Devonshire 
w4'^ hot more elated by^ the compliment of th^ 
Su'stman who demanded a spait ftom her grace^^ 
BHBiant eyes to light his pipe, than poor Lady 
Rk^lfeigfh was depressed by the stieer of thi 
d^pised Mi^s Elbany !— But alas! the fututd 
iiidrtlfications of the' day were destined to as- 
sume a still more vexatious character. 
' 'lidy Dfereiiiy, the grande 'AamU of her litis* 
bind^^ family, who hkd undertai'en the offlde of 
ti^hering ks' neW 'niede iiito lihte gteiit veoiM, wa« 
liiie i)f thbse'^oia; h^'/ wdtiaiy*wbfai^, ^^ 
fegiV<l''Ae''geiitffr t^niernessys .'6r^W«^ 
\M'^(imk ik "pi^m ^iHff ^^ttpfei^;>y«f i«fti 
diiiA tile'infftenc^^f 1l[^h]xn^ ^^aH^ 
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dowry of parvenus and provmcill aftpira&tliL 
-^Her ladyship's notions had stopped short in 
their progress with the elose of liie erghteenth 
century. She still believed Edwin to be the 
only comic actor on the stage ;-^had not yet 
done wondering at Delpini's dexterity'; — nc^ 
Imowledged her preference for Rauzzini^ — her 
adherence to Ame;-^maintained that ho pubfie 
amusement would ever rival the attrslctions of 
Ranelagh, no private one the readings of Texier. 
She was aware indeed that a few trivial changes 
h^ been introddced info the march of modem 
existence^ — that such tbys as steam'^vesseb and 
Congreve rockets had been f<^ed upon pubHks 
adoption; but she still' cherished a Viaonary 
notion that the good old times would- one day 
Tetum ;— that people would onee labte sml to 
Calais^ in otder to visit Paris, and be powder* 
)>uffed by a friteur of flie- Fduboui^ St Gw* 
maitxj iand that her grand nephews from Whitb^ 
and the Travelled', woiild Hve to kneel nanA 
ecave he^ btessing in suits of pfeargreen lustring 
or Mse^c^oloured plhidti 
* EvM ^: the 8tate*policy of the Chinese Iibb 



£eitM|^e4 cpotmbaiul all huioaa axticlea,of m^ 
c^iaijid^e,. aad persisted in declining the viaitf of 
^ur^jnakixig daoditis and quarto-makmg ht^-* 
^^ti,, with a view, to the perpetual reteinmei^t of 
§uch, pleaaifig delusioiifl as the squareness, of 
the earthy apd the unenlightenment of the in* 
habitantii^ its surface^ saving only those of th^ 
<;^alrbe^pruakledprovince»of the Celestial Em- 
pine — Ja^j* Derenay discriminatingly forbore to 
4i4mt beneath her roof the paltry innovators of 
the new century. She was as innocent of ^the 
^xi^teuce of Mechanics' Institutes) or manu£i9*- 
i^esi of useful IsLnowledge, as the. stiffest Tory 
«ii(hiq|i ever closed its blinking eyes, against the 
l^wligbty.or; contemned the rail-road of modem 
j^teUacti|olizatian.> and having settled herself 
dusiog the re^ of Strawberry Horace^ in a 
fepertor^im of old. China, enameib^ and lap- 
4QgPi.: ftt Twiot^enhami ^ rarely vkited the re*- 
•nipte metrnpoJJA, ^^cepiingon important, pub* 
Hfi, occasions, such tt^ the ^^ecesaioii of a nev 
§Qif^xms^ 9 ^ ijo^partant privai^ ones^ such a3 
the marriage or death of . ona of .the direct memr 
]Mrft<.Qf the Deodn^ fainily* She, had been 



.hk^hl; gratified b^ ^the tuiioii. of.W |i(^|nN|cij|e 
nephew with a niece of, Lady.Olim Xtt^ 
caster^-— whom she had ri^rded for ^b(i-.|a^ 
forty years as a very estimable yoipig woipm ; 
and whereas she was in the habit, of what she 
was pleased to term^ '^ paying her duty to tboir 
majesties" every ten or fifteen years-r-tenifyilig 
the modem generation by the apparent nesqpoi- 
tation of a mummy^ — she luther courted the 
task of sponsorship to the new lady of Raijr- 
leighford. 

It had been previously arranged that laif 
Rawleigh's carziage should follow that of her 
antediluvian kinswoman ; and when on the re- 
union of the two ladies in the entrance hall at 
St. James's, amid the gold lace of the exDns^ 
and the overture to the Freischiitz fiddle-fiuddfed 
in the quadrangle by the band of the giuods^ 
Lady.Derenzy perceived that Fvederica hadM- 
cured the protection of her brother m Hbfif 
escort, her ladyship launched a grimv anile 
of approbation on the person of .^tli^ h^i»J80|y 
Laonceston ; .idiose yeom9^ry-€ava},Iy,ta:«gyJ^(^ 
she mistook for those Qf tl^ ^7tiL ^^Bfjfg^, 
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Ua^ tihos€ figarb she mTotontarity ccmipffiredl 
whh ^ose of St. Leger ahd Boothby, the me* 
isJatiBfes oflier own day of beauty. 

it was very amusing to obserye the air of 
maternal protection assumed by this ancient 
tady towards many of her acquaintance sonong 
the grisly dowagers ; who— being by ten year^ 
her own juniors-nshe regarded as yoimg crea-^ 
tures, requiring her chaperonage as much as 
when it first ushered them into the coteries of 
the Marchioness of Rockingham^ or of the old 
Princess Amelia. In many a withered fokl 
and wrinkle Lady Derenzy still beheld its on* 
ginal dimple^ and saw nothing but the glossi* 
ness of their long lost tresses in the frizzed 
toupees of many a faded brow ;— the immobility 
of rheumatic joints ^Ae mistook for an air of lan- 
guor-Mind the trembling of palsied heads foi* 
* Ae mincing of a coquettish demeanour. When- 
ever Ftederica could disengage her own atten- 
tioir firoin ihfe assiduities of which she was th^ 
ciqtct on crery side, and from the affectionate 
"^glvWtngB of various branches of 'her own noBfe 

family, she could not but over*' 
05 
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araae betsvaea her venenUe. eompaniw '<Mid 
certain of her BBperanouated contopaporaiia^ 
>ho6e hbrrificaUy spectral appearanee wwld 
^M eateiBd iato admicaUe paitnershipt with 
Aat of the phantom king o£ Denmark, od th^ 
kastiene of Ktwnrtnr, And as ahe Uatened.to 
iheis eowtiy. cteaJung^y Aa thought of ihe 
ihreeMrful ^* oummerB'' aBsembled on the ^uve 
fetonea of Rt^anawood churchr, in the tale of 
the Bride of Lammermuir ; o£ which the een- 
do^ of these ghaady antiques in yel¥et>. with 
diamonds glimmering like aepidchral lampe 
lieaide thekr effigies, mig^ have afibrded a 
parody. 

^ Saw yott erer a more crowded drawing 
room?" whispeved Coimtesa Rondmrst tot the 
oU dowaga: Duchess of TrunUeatow&« 

'' Crowded— umph r^ mnmUed her graoft^ 
withi a scowl that gleamed faeneaili her ahs^gy 
brows like Hie glittering. eytA\ of a wild beaak iH 
the depths of some horrid eaye overhung' wi4k 
bnmtbles.. . '' Qrowded like the huaiiiigs at 
Covent. Gacdeny and . aimimt t» nai^y/rrrPe(^ 
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iMknitted who would be rejected ^m^tlie lattg 
pisAom St ibe Eaatee dinnen It ww not m m 
jflie Queen's time ; it ail «risea< from tke mmta£ 
female presidency.— Faugh ! " 
^ *^ How haggai*d Lady Rochestet is lleginiOEing 
to^ look ! " whispered Lady Laviaia Liale, to 
Cooateee Ronthorst. " Between oiireebie% 
tbey say rise has had repeated pavalytk wash- 
ings, from the effects of the white lead . with 
which she has been stuccoing her fece foir <tfae 
iast tweniy yeais." 

*^ Say rather from the e£^ts of the Elixir de 
£haffus with which Ae has been poisoning her 
flystttn for the last ten. Women who begin ct 
twenty to take Eau de Cologne dropped oa 
tmgar whenever they fed out of spiriiJB, are 
aeldom tmi of s|Hrit» at fiftgr^five* Iiady 
Rochester's n^eusaire has jnofa Bosolio and 
▲Ikeipm&a in its ^systal i(mk&r A^a^ Sstu d< 
NiiKm> or Boiaquet dss dames T' ishs^sftd 
%ady Dereni^, jmiibg iht eeandaleu^] par- 
fiaaent. 

:: ^Q^Aml'* ^ wig i dLady Lawiilia, affeotipgghrly 
ish incredulity) yet nfcaining f rom^Mgr TivBeieAft 
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4mt>aeitf^9»H<h»% 4l|eT^^d m^t/dfe^ .the 
£lptiti0Uft tref^, m}^h. 4iovDe4 her< pi^n^en$ 
%^mh^^fOKS^ fs^Yild not ^ye^^owM^^ 

^ "/P0diy. cWM !!• said Lady D^-ea^y,// who 
ifgaoTf^ this semi-c^nimriaa as. at giddy yo|U^ 
funeatiW; ^' I t^I you. /Mveseea that womap fifk 
i^bUfified wUh liuidaunpi; after an execiUiiQiirrr" 
J .<' Oh! horrible!'' 

f'.^u hfr hou8e>f—or the desertion of a lofi^i 
tls^); yqu Wghl have shut her ktaod in thcdooi^ 
without her peiceiviflg it." 
. '< The em>ra of Lady Rochester are at iea&t 
respectable ;" grumbled the old dwhess^ looking 
f y^r her. fierce aquiline nose on oertson pl^eian 
intrjiders of th^ lappeted mob around her^i 
^fno one ^ has mors, stricdy pesenred the 
dignity of herraoH in,life.^ — ^Thi^ 6r»t (^Irnir^ 
for whom she forji^ited her T^ut^^n,.vm 
l*oyai; and aa to (tU the rest'V .. », ,; 

'< A very CQmprelACifisiYe ^4^ my .ibafe 
duch^pS]!? ^iA(?q«utes8 Bloi|tho?# spit^fpUy^u 
,, "I, do.^np|;be^eTO#l^P bfia won ^tisi(y«li(9ii!ft 
of the peerage/;, .; ,,. . tr : r . ■ '• » ^ i 
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i pI«ryM'tej> tWth her s-^^ed fkfl itf ih*^ 
nlfithered sticks shhitiketi WitMii the spreai&^ 
velvet sleeve of the Duchess of Trimblestowhl '. 

**' What creatures one sees hef e, tkdw-4-days ! '* 
said Lady Dereaxy with a snfeer, the acrid^ W- 
flaence of nhich might have tarmshed the gdH 
lace Tipon old Lord TwadelPs i^egiaatofe&i 
who stood beside her, which were cat aflc^r'the 
fashion of those of the great Marquis of Granby 
bn ' a sign-post. " Yonder gaunt looking 
woman, bristled like the crest of Wffliafn de M 
Mark and Covered with jewels, is the daughter 
of Lord Waldinghnrst's steward." 

*' But with your ladyship's permission, if '1 
tnay venture an opinion on a point where your 
ladyship is in all probability so' very mucK 
better infontted,''' said Lord Twadelf,— em- ' 
iMig- with his well-powdered head till the 
white particles fleW in a31 directions, and the 
dtt^essTs Velvet appei^ to hate iaken 
mutate in kind ftem his iflowy abundance;— ^ 
**<hat 4ady i» n&i& the mudl reipebted xVife" of 
one of our most eminent law-lonis;^ ^ ^ ' * * ''" 



: *'LaJs^lordB!-^BihxHiigham.nobili£y!^cAfed 
Countfesa Ronthorat, tixe ndtnralra^ iMoW of 
a fimner Audtriatl. Ambassador, whose qttaitet^ 
ings would ha?re agonized Sir Isaac Heard^ aiidt 
Vequired all the skill of the Uatisbon Cbltege 
or Tbison d^or to emBIazoiL ** T do not dee 
why the Courts of Chancery and <7omknoh 
Pleas should serve as antechambeis to the 
Court of St James's ! ''^ 

" I saw my chaplain and my physician how- 
faig to each other on the stairs/' said Lady De- 
lenzy, " like too rooks noddling their heads in 
k ploughed field.*' 

" The learned professions, ladies, — the 
feamed /irofessions," cried Lord Twadell, inflkt- 
ing each wdtd till it swelled oat of bis cratefu 
like mouth, like one of Giioux's balloons^ ^ tim 
learned professions form a distinct class of Ate 
community, commanding the respect" of eft* 
lightened persons of — ttll*'*0f-*>of ■ ^ f "oB ^— » 
dasses of the edmmunity/** 
- ^ C£i«£is- a wovd oBliterated ftom sA'^ vm 
cabularies but those, of ^school^uflKefl^''^ 
Scotch gardeitetSy— and pcSticsl 'ecMottiMn* 



Qm. hmU; ot ' tbe labounog classea^' ia..aa 
•mignation pamphlet at Bdmbaxgh^ and joi 
*Ja ^hsse, induitrielk/ in, the.ojration of a 
Ub^ralin Paris:^ — hnt in Londonf.the only disr 
tinctioft I csrer. pecceive in its rabble^rout is 
that wEick ^dsts between those who buy and 
those who sell. — Such are the ' classes of the 
commumty/ in Jo: nation boutiqtdereJ^' 

^^ There ought to be a Pict's-wall built up to 
defend us against the incursions of such hordes 
of bariraxians/' said the duchess, with a diy, 
shorty hectic-cough; indicating that the ar* 
morial honours of the escutcheon on.which she 
prided herself would very shortly adorn a 
hatdimaxt ov^ the lofty portals of Trimbles^ 
town House, and that her bony and unhumanized 
ftame was. destined wi^ut delity to ' dariLness 
and the worm ! ' — ** I would sooner see every 
insrendant of my house stretched in their 
giwrc, thsGD^ disgraoed by a commemial . aL- 
liance. It is the pride of my life that not one 
b£ * mf. fiiur dawghteia was allowed to marry 
lower than an earldom/' 

FooiE Lady I^Bwoia ottered a soft sentimental 
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.rigii (as Utter afi a gust of the ealttidind) at 
konour oi fisnr contemporaiy martyrsy ipdioaar 
•lie had fieen dragooned to the altar by iet 
grace's Btatemal aererity. Bat all foDr weiti 
now released from their connabial iSiraldroin ;— 
t^ro by deaths — ^and two by Doctors' Com-* 
mons! 

" One can scarcely wonder that yonng men 
at susceptible temperament, let their rank in 
life be what it may/' said Lord Twadell ele- 
giaeally, *^ should forget the claims of 
ancestry in favour of a creature so divine as 
yonder young lady in the white robe ; yet I am 
credibly informed that her father is — pardon 
me, ladies, so nauseous an allusion — a soap^ 
boUerr' 

^ A soapboiler?'^ cried the duchess, feeling 
for her salts. 

*^ Of the celebrated firm' of Waddle^one and 
Co.,'.' said Lord Twadell, closing his snuff-box 
with a jerk of disdain. "~ 

<^ Waddlestone ! '^ faintly ejacula£^ her 

grace* 
"^ Waddlestone t'' cried dountesilRon^dfdtJ 
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aaifl^e woni blistered her Ups. 
« Wftddlestone ! " said Lofd Twadell at 

finnatiyeljF- 
^ *' Wad-dle-stone ! " minced Lady Lawiia. 

/' Waddlestoie ! " cried Lady Himtingfield, 
puffing np to the scene. 

" Waddlestone ! " uttered a chorus of ab- 
horrent voices. 

And not even the magic surname of '^ Ta- 
&AK£'* echoed from prince to peer, from peer 

to chamberlain in Count Hamilton's charm- 

« 

ing tale of " Fleur d'^pine," was graced with 
more ext^&^ive reiteration than that which 
funded a knell of consternation in the ears of 
poor Lady Rawleigh, — a breathless auditor of 
this edifying colloquy. 

Disguise thyself as thou wilt^ still Irony ! 
itill thou art a- bitter draught! — and though 
t^ovsands in all ages — patricians and plebeians, 
^-ihetoricians and poUtidans^-r-iof the beau 
mopde a^d the, lowmond^ — have been made 
to dnnk of thee, thoa art no less naoseoos on 
4»^ ^tn^iami, . It » flipa,.,Toad]ri8in .'—thrice 
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wms&t and gracim» goddefcs! wkoise ^t& is 
grateful and evisrw'Al be so^ tiU n«l«ir& beiMitf 
dialL change ;**Hao vegetable Aje can ebonixe 
thy silver effulgence, — no chymie power 
transokt^ Ay nuMiaic gold, to braiB* l¥itk 
^ee to amile upon him as he enCs hm v^ison^ 
tiie gouty peer is happier thaathe^robnai pc»» 
sont whase faroinfL kread repagiatea. thy ap* 
proach. — But again I say, disguise thjMfitf.as 
thou wilt, still Ibony, — ^vhetitef inr.BiaokiraAd/s 
Magazbus^ or the' Cosnt of St. JBoxies's^-^sttU 
thou arta lutter draii^it! 
' Upomtbe onginaline&idioniQf.a' naine«o dift* 
flgrseably associated as that of. WttUiBatamKt 
Xady Rawkigh had iaBQlimtaiil9rteireatBd.l»» 
IdndihashiBtB of the Bftoab eKpsBsive>dimBger 
of the group ; while LordLamtcerton^ who laas 
faiigvged iuj oouT^nitttioa. widat» the yasia^ Dolce 
o£ Draxield> implied; by a ^aooe tovaods. tile 
gveen and gold totaoHty itf:MiBi.WaddlestaMfs 
parson (who was- stBoggliag tonraoh liifi^.gtMii 
ktaimam, looldiig likia ib» antowttd ifaii^ oC^a 
HaioBsal Gantetiipsi milon^ . ilndl hy w aigpifiaadt 
lni}e art the leiyceatiiig .taovemenfis cffhas^siMfli^ 



4ia4 }|Q wB«.iiwai«^0£ tibe vieimty of bui firt^ow 
l|iwk0d vnthont. beings Ukuch.mors. solicitowi 
tiuoi b^ratlf ta atlraottbeir aotice. > Xheywena 
«Mi3^ Iioweirer>. put cmt of their. pain^r-^r^Mrs. W., 
daztled by the Bplendid speotaotet whiob ps8<» 
MDted: itielf Jv the first timeto her ay«ts was 
too taoduoecupied with the managamettt of heo 
e««i tnan^-and theinaifltaraDce'of berdaiighter'^ 
aouxagia^to veoc^iiiize her paBsm cairldier ; — Ae 

.. t^ Thank Heaven 1 '' ieevetly exolaimed Fre** 
derica, covering tha cbnfnsion of her tenor by 
kissnig herhand to Lady Bavbasa I>j^iley> who 
waa fttmady stmg^ing withi the boUiaat crowd 
«&< tbe- atteica8B/'^-<ico«iibrtnlty turaing round 
ta zmuHtttiate. mtfc a yoang oi&aer of the 
fgoBxdBf vhofla boUioil taBsals' had no mensy 
apdnihtrbbiidaflmuiee^^^^^vhikl the cbeasHnrani 
•tf a: vtearabfe gouisd of brigada/tiBo d;epa 
•hoii^ emn lind aoan. paittd the poiai. of xte 
ttaUMudi aaetmniig^ ioto hcc aye/r-^'^ Thanh 
HinuBBB^. L hami cieapad that dteadful imnaaaitl 
Ji -jarii pBamaded Lady. finaBnqr^'ivoald haM 
■riai^aike^a^flfc'af apoptoay aa^ the apoi^'. an 



tit^nioC knomiigiidiatiAeotntt aeif«r'iaigt^ipiftd¥ 
the lodges at Rawleighford after iiM ^etbt^' 
2$i]|ipi^ of .Laiilk$est(m>6 miiixi^ v' ^' ^ '' 

^ After a tedious aseent of the ictpWdfed ^Ulk&,^ 
^^ a. iingfiring poogressi^ llirotigfa l9ie-ant«^ 
obambons in. the comae ef whidi Lei^^'D^i^ 
retey's chin grew, mere and.more^elevdted^ tiU' 
it .appeared a copy of Mafardio'a&uq^enaliinift 
a|id' fielf-K20Dceited ocmntenaaiae^ Ahey^'relb^li^' 
the ithjoeafaold of the ro^l pvesenoe; 'wh^n \Ar 
iMkyship^ tunuAg to Fredenea^ wilh a ^ TR^m xtif^ 
dMr, your train^'^ in aatieipatibn "of the hH^: 
fcffeilce <rf.£he pi^e in waitings fiHai^d^^th^li* 
glfiire 'cfi afanost ilelinotu^ horroT' on' perc^idk^^ 
thatiMrsjWaddleatone (rf Waddlel&toive'Ht)ute;' 
y^XA addifesffing'henuOl iaflliliarfy i«» iSfe^brodter 
oC 'tikerrIadyii9bewipi«sehtaiion'fib^^had-'ta^ 
nftArtekeb.. SUm^ bid aodie • diffieaily ^* 4fl^bli^ 
liteidg ii»<}e9idetee^ ofohBTiowik ^^d>/WkWIi^'^ 
were seldom so inconveniently embttd^dt§4^ 
fiMUthebiafanlMriPiio^^itftettt'^^KSt^ tAii'a 
slq^delv^ai^ l^^dopr )o£^A«i^ie8<M^dflaai»^ 



SM^(»9^8l^>beepaii}alyzQdjBard ! Anfl Id ! lite dist^ 
W^i'J^fi9A^^!^w» ih^emtMkAfpsaadBA trembled 

<* La ! my detir JwauBoeston !--^Wits • ever* aAy 
.tbing^q Ifo^Ur.as^thU rssueatarei Such dfisftis- 
i^f!r-j vbatfd faefiD m^fiypeok of troubles ;^^lb^ 
tluMk.gciQdQesiB^^Fe i%fat again. You knoW 
TtlQi^c.to ihaare ibete pveeented by the Lady 
Mc^yoross; but ftomekow or other vpe h«v6' 
i|U6$<)d Jierin Hm iiemendoJcts etowd, and I 
vmg lifirfud we ebouid bate to put up with' li 
l%4y iA xsrttitin^. wbiifih never looks iveil in- tbtt ' 
paipew. >^'JV{is. xWaddle&lione 'and daughter^ by 
t^^la^y iiii^^g/;ji7Quld> bave beea dHno* 
l^>.G#.;ene,|i^ay.tftyjfer people d»f our fovtcme^ 
ap4 ( ^WPi ^^ J^<^ i^uki hffite 4b6ii^t it lidAi^* 
y^ jgr^jfifem\ikx titter tubkh^bnrse iroht Hm 
^<^§|Ltf4 iMdHorft^f itl»siHtMaBd land iti^)kic5e<l 
e:^ap|itv9^ $l^nded: id thci eifir o£.Lakly*B«K 
r^f^ ]i^l^l^ t)i^ Jitiii^iiigrioLaUtbejsecpeaiteDfiialil 
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hfttr^bfily adSreftstng Herself to l^tedeHca, whd 
miki ebeeks ctlmsoned by nmxtftion had gla^f 
tefcen rdToge firam her Aame in a Irarri^d dia^ 
logue with Lord Calder, and would neklidt 
hear Mn. W^ddtesrtone's recapitnlsdien of ^et 
miBeries, nor notice Lady Dt^^nzy's indigna* 
tidH ; wUib her associate pres^nred a vaaA jn- 
dtoial and judicions gravity txf aspect/ in 'spit^ 
of ihe fiarcastic miHih which twinklM in ittt 
depths of his large grey eyes. 

^ Wh^i I spied yon out, my dear Launces^ 
Um,** continued Mm. Waddlestbne, whdRjr 1n!i^ 
cmusoiouB of 'the €onstema!tion die was exciting' 
in the few and the risibility in th^ maiy, ^sayk 
I to Leo., 'WcH, myl<wre,ttfter^ll,^ftig^t^' 
torn out fer the best,-^-apf^» At phAtj h bekd 
temps. Here is mf friend Launxikiotl, -^Vd 
will easily find UB'out some one to p^eni tts 
lUAong all his €ne friends, or 'fine friendi^ a^ 
ntft good for mwhf and says she"-*^ ''*" ' 

^' Will your ladyship prdaefe*?" inqtifred' 
Lady Derensy of Prederica, in an attrliide it 
r e fiiger tt t oH tinch' as uaight hav^ beenlbori^Wed' 
fMUi Mirinml Anglo's iststve 6f snow/ bt^i ' 
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aia/&^ I ey^n jtiad Lady Rsoideigh's ^ttcaxtion. <lwi)t 
alienable from the discourse of Lopcd Calder.rm 
which she aSected to fix Tixtv eager intereat, the 
i^pp^al )Ilu^t have poved wmvailing ;-r-tbe fatal 
door ivas ^tiU guarded by 4;he fiaminig smird of 
regal inaccessibility ;-— the presence chaiaber 
was not yet attaii^ble by a new aappiy of w* 
pj^rantfi. — ^The whide ffr&ap xomainad aa inea^ 
paUeof JoconuE^tion as if it bad been enolosed 
in the Black Hole of Calostta* 

But although Frederiea turned a defer-* 
minately deaf ear to the aitrocftiesef Mrs. Wad* 
dlestone, and the imperial -indignation of Lady 
Derenzy, sh^ cQidd not affect an act of tingra^ 
Qftousness towards her brother ;**«-4iotwitb«tend« 
ing his ccindemnable predilectioB for Miss £1^ 
bany, and his injurious ctnimosity towi^s her 
friend Lord Calder, her gentle heart aould not 
cherish an unkind feeling -towards Um. 'So 
sooner did «sbe hear the weids *^ My dear 
Frederiea ! " whispered behipd her, than ste in^ 
terrupted her conrersaiion with- her aiisfocHttio 
a4mirer ^ny a U>w of apology, in ojcder io iistcnii 
to a.f equ^st fr^^ied by Lord Laimoeston fm the 
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sMsi uilketic teons vUcsti bid iHMf im1 Iim^ 
bM|d to giace lib fiw]li»r ofifttoqr. ,, 

. ^'MyJcar JFrad^!--r-I an. pemiaded you^fn^ 
tijg gw»dHBWto»d to Jcfiiyeau entrga^y of UltWfci 

ogtodeoltfiBaamQtofkiTMliiOiftittfayQMrrfma^ 
of my fiicodtK M». W«ddfestx>i|i^ has beon a^ 

wtotaBttte aiiJto be sq^Mirat^ jGcoia^bffr ttmi^ 
tile Lady Mayorass ;-<4wiU yw oUige iBie..% 
i^adertaking to praaant hex and Iaanora?«*-Ji^ 
BE^ dear aiatar/' be added ia a lower ^oica^ ^ii 
ia bigbly important to ma to Jbeq^.ou % gaad 
foeihg with, tbia woman.'' 

<' Lady Rawleigb ! " again ^oidated liady 
Dafeny^ wtih a bollow voice iduab aanniet 
almoatUkfitbe ^'Swear!" of (bbe Daaiab king- 
mMb wbom sbe baa beeft already ^Mmpmaod. * 

^ I mlber tbink your ladyab|p'«teni b omm^r 
iaitormpted l4ed<3Bldflr4^giiig;bflrtomMdai^ 
daor, widt a geatone exyreaebre>of bjaaiisia^to« 
aMee hot tka bamiiaitiaK -ciMitoci «ilb«Aiab. 
rito-wmauaad* 

FaMT Faedmica adnandi^ m Aar atopa^ MP* 
■hanBiaiiil » <void or Uro: «i Am mfMSm^ 
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«MltiM»£Wflh iBdmfe tMA (sdMa^oiA. "' lleitcofanti 
tenance becanke distorted My gr^maee^ of «tt|W 
lft!<0s0^ forjr;— arid tfcie iifohiB '^^instft,— dt^ra- 
Acfioft,'— horror^-^tthd etefhat r^cni^Meiit^^ratM 
iMil IHte iA valley of small shot fro^ iifftr q>af<ref^^ 
ing lips. But Lady Rawleigli^ on tnrtiitig » 
second time towards her brotlter, 'teeigflt- tf 
gliiiqMe in llie rear of the Caijtelii}^ c^ ift^pai^ 
of lips quivering ifrith Tery different etBOttomy 
:iliid graeed wrth the loveli^t expreissionof dkk 
tress she had ever beheld. The gentle, timid 
Leonora, was in truth gifted'^vnth far too'deb^ 
cftte a toisilfftity n<4; to perceive' the exaet state 
at liMliBg' excited' aroand her by the wlgiir 
ftaiilit^^ ^F tiet* mother* Her refinement oC 
tact iiB¥iii«d to^hep that/ tiiey.<reie at <Mioe ihei 
ol^ts df oentemfpladd ejmdaaoe; yet aiudotis 
afttoh^ }md'b^iiitf>i4rapf>rean tiieamhitioa of httr 
ii^t|tiaiM6^rnt4br>tl|n aqp^^ at dw 
diaiMHg^iooiii^y • she sanr^tittit vetreafc was 
impossible, — ^that they must piiiiii tin 
mm Jun^M m ) ita an ^^rid: iimk .alie taoftfld 
Miic4l)r matiala lier-Maw do^peiseiriaig/tfiar 
eta»i>q»»itoBt^^>>fcaid-aIjtiiiaaih>^^^ Ad^mlk 
you I. r 




314 Tty HONST. 

luctance of his sister, — ^the furious excitement 
of Lady Derenzy^-^^the dignified disdain of Lon} 
Calder^ — ^and the astonishment of every indivi* 
dual within sight and hearing of the scene* It 
may easily be imagined, however, that the 
avoidance of her lover was of these united 
trials far the most afflicting. 

But no sooner did Lady Rawleigh detect the 
expressive emotion of the graceful and interest- 
ing Leonora^ than her recollection glanced to 
their interview in the gardens of Waddlestone 
House, when she had bestowed the encouraging 
notice of its heiress on the supposed dependant 
of poor Mr8« Martha Derenzy; and with* 
out further he8itation,--<iefying at once the asto* 
mshment of Lord Calder, and the insane horror 
of Lady Derenzy, — she accepted her brother's 
proposal of an introduotion to the Waddle* 
stones, and the introduction q/'the Waddlestones; 
and executing a profound curtsey to the globose 
mass of green and gold tissue and a more 
enocmraging one io the trembUng daughteTi*^ 
followed her shiiddering aunt into .the blfie 
ebamber!-^ 
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CHAPTER XV. 
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The on» coaefa was gr6eii>-^th«L othttr was blue ; and not tha 

green and blue cbariots in the Circus of Home or Conatauti- 
nople eitcited more turmoil among tbe citizens, than the double 
i^patition oceastioiied in (hosnind of tbe Lord Keeper* 

SIR WALTER 4C077I. 

* * . • ♦ ■ ' • . 

It was iK)t ttU Lady Rawleigh reached 
het own dre86ing»r0otn,-<-resigned h«r tortp^ 
raiy splendoti^s to their bandboxes — ^and her 
weary frame to the friendly arm*diair gifted 
like that of St. Swithin with a thousand rision- 
ary spells of agony, — ^that «he eould recall to 
mind the thousand iand one aggravations of tha 
disaster which had steeped her cheeks in bktshes^ 
and her soul in bitteraefts. She was now be* 
yond the tieach k^- those eo^rdial thanks with 
which Lord Launceston had attempted to- re^y 
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the sacrifice exacted by hiB sordid speculatioi^; 

beyond reach of the grateful gentle smile widi 

which Leonora had raised her soft eyes towards 

her own» In her mental revision of the scen^ 

she saw nothing but the woiukriiig and ;»ffect* 

edly candid air of Lady Lotus, and the sparkling 

of Mrs. William Erskyne's venoaums ej^^ — both 

of whom were assembled in the presence cham^ 

-her by the cutliee of her imtaward destiny! 

Xovd Cftldfti's k>diL' of gmre ccwuniaiBratnl, 

aiul Lord Putney's distant bow of eontempltiaas 

.disavowal^ were as nothing compaied. witli ih^ 

iniiklting xmrth of her own partioular riral and 

her own pftrtumlar frie&d I'—iHow the U^oi^ Ate 

*lard'»L wsBtii^ could h^repceseried itfrgnpily 

.^r^kom tbecoiiBtoianoe ofGeotgelV^ its graeloiKr 

lieoigDity-^i&bs^iBg totfa^nu&B i^betedibefe 

.lOiielBctantly compelled- to.dtaQ)lD«r fi^itbiSic 

.iheir AOoepitoGB, WBa^moretiiitai^becotildcoa- 

j^Bfcttte;. ajui jnllin^y.vDiildi^liiliTeobcbdd 

4hie (3aDifeeliqptinicddQ-^Hl^eol^wi-<^^ hodnUb 

:JlfiiaMk--iBatie^ wa mtay i}naitteffihg0taidiQ9«c 

graced the* ^tfcv^^nlbfi (SodiLUii^WxAtUadiri 
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"'S.ovr wouM Lady Kochester sheer, and tlie 

.. * . . ^ 

'Ddchess (^ Trimblestown scoffy on beholding 
among the presentations — 

. laAy Itamia^, on her maniagd, by Liidy Derenay. 

Mrs. and Miss Wjiddlestone, on their return fix>ni thd con* 
• • • tin«tft, bj— Lttdjf Bftwleigh t 

* * - • 

; Of perhaps — for who eooLi say to what «K- 
ieat of magniloquence the saponaceoas geld 

of Mrs. W— : e might preyail over the pen 

jof the edhor^ — some awfnl paragraph headed in 
the Times hy '' Advertisementy"'^n the Mor- 
flong Herald hy ^' From a Com^paxdenty^ m%ht 
acqnaint the «aeerefa of the metrc^lis not 
<mly wjA erery ell of tissue and eTery carat eS 
diameods glittering on the person of ihesoi^ 
.boiler'a wife, hut with the future aUianoe 
about, to teteifih.the. gloiies pf the houses of 
^Eawdon, Win^eld, and Rawleigh of Rawkigh- 
jfoid! FrecLeriea oorered her face with her 
loamhrie: handke^hief,. ta ooftocal the tesxs 

which felt math; l^h^ftdling dignity ! /« .. 

» 

I /'MShe hsd dot wRfyt Ijpng^i'f as^Biity XahkAday 
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or a Lane and Newmanist would say, when 
lady OKvia, who Imd been describing an' orbif 
in the parish of St. James's to catch a glimpse 
of the tips of plmnes and the state wigs on the 
coachboxes of her friends^ bustled in to learn 
the news of the conrL '^ Has it been a good 
drawing-room ? — ^many of the royal family ? — 
many diamonds t — ^many foreign ambassadors? 
many domestic oddities ? — ^But you are in tears, 
iny dear love,'* said her ladyship, interrupting 
herself^ aiid drawing a chair towards thai of her 
niece.' " What has happened ? — ^have you lost 
any of your jewels in the crowd?" 

Prederica briefly recapitulated her miseries ; 
which to her infinite indignation were very 
cavalierly treated by lady Olivia. ^ You are 
quite above the reach of such contamination, 
my dear," said she in a pacifying tone. "Now 
a person like my poor Kttle Mrs. Woodington 
would be ciiished beneath the weight of sucA 
an incident;— a parasite plant accustomed to 
cling to elevated objects, perishes when cbm- 
pelled to trail along the ground.' Btrt you, my 
dear Frederica, are like the goodly cedar-tree." 
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Iflbre^ lik^ a. weeping j?illoW just po.w;** 
»i^id Lady Rawleigh drying her eyes^'it^d att 
tempting to rally b^r spii^ty. f4 trust JUtdy 
I),^f enzy will bequeatji m^ her forgiveness, for I 
an^ coavjin(:ed sl^e will die of the aJiocV' . 1 

" Nonsense ! — She has been existing all hei: 
life in an atmQ^pbe^e Which jnagnifies the ob« 
jec^^ immediately surirqunding hen Pep0n4 
on it she will live to .suffer a still ^evetei; 
inartyrdom^ on beholding the magnificence yirhich 
Lor4,Launcf|stQn's marriage will shortly ahpwe^ 
d5>wn oj^ Marstoii Park. But tell vp^, my dear 
child — ^for I have an ulterior objeqt in thii» littl§ 
yi6it,.-7did you observe any one with the Au-i 
stifian am^^aspa^dress this mormi^g V" 

'^ Qeir dat!lgh^eri looking ; alpaost as distiui 
guishQ<l as herself/' _ , . 
; *', No, no! a stranger.^ 
: "Hi^ Brincefis o£ Anhalt-Haagenstein, an^ 
jCpitfxt^s Rodenfelf, whom she presented." 
. ♦ ^'JSTo! — a granger y^-VL person you never saur 
l)^f(ftre??, . . / : . 
, ,** Certainly not ! — I stood near them for »mn# 
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j5i^ BIN ,>ipi?;b7. 

lime ivf\^fl^ ^9^}^ip, Dynlejr^ ^it in^wtte 

.friend/' , , . . , . ./ »* 

v^ 'f I really /jwpof raake Hall out!" . , ,. .,^ 
,- " What aUf my deiur. aunt ? . You i^re^ giPlih 
ing, ^3 piysierious as an oracle,. f>i: a^ |(|^ 

:Ell)aiiy." T . , . ., ;.,.;, 

; "Why yQu see, Fred., it is. a very ^Usagp^ 
,^ble;Su1)JQct to tplk about^only I ^ow I.ca^ 
r^ly on your discretion." ,^ 

" You do not appear inclined ito. measure. .its 
ftffce with s^ny very weighty burden at.pijesen.t? 

'^ The fact^ are simply these. You may t^ 
collect that I mentioned to you a, c^i^rmipg 
^icounter I made in the steam-boat on the 
Rhine^ with a noble Bohemian family jT^-rde* 
Kghtful people! — ^unable to speak ^ sy)la)>le 
of either English or French. — ^As I ha<^ nqj 
much difficulty in rubbing, up my German, wq 
^ot on charmingly together ;-^they dined wiith 
me at Bingen, and I supped . with fhem ; a|^ 
Bonn;— after which, we lived incessfmtly to-, 
gether through Holland till my arrival at 
Dovor." 



/' 



" Ay ! there's the rub ! They told me tliey 
were coming on d: visit *to Lord' Vilz; Vnd e1- 
though 1 was'persuaded "that bo such naiie'wad 
f6*l^e fburid in the peerage, I made alloiifances 
for defect of pronunciation. I am sure I had 
difficJtilty •eiioiigh it conquering tHeir ' iitle of 
*(5ziEiAobartozkna. Well, my dear,— I ikade tttj 

> 

scruple of recommending my friends to Feriton'b 
'Eot^l; viiiit6 I conveyed them in ' my 6wn car-^ 
riage, fcdcduse havihg^ navigated* their way by 
thfe Danube' and the Rhine to England' they 
brotight of cburse no species of tfaveirmg equi-^ 



p'age.*^ 



"ii Very* considerate of you, my dear aunt.'* 
" **Tlie day after iny arrival I took them "to 
the Austrian embassy ; where t Sd not get out, 
because fhere'vit least they could explain them- 
ielVes ih their 'own language, and 1 liappenecf 
td'h&ve Wo or three carcfe to leave in t^ortland- 
place. They told me on our return that the 
pincess had promised to give an assembly 
expressly to introduce them to the London 
world," 
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^'Biti yb» made a. {Nttty fer di^m to Ridi- 
Mbd^ifliecoUeetl'^ ^ . ^ 

.. ^I 4id^ indeod; «Mi I tmr iBib^'pi:^p% 
tairiji FoTaltluMigh I]uinrebemVH>:mi]£ba<H 
mtfM, once my aniYal in Umn with tke &i>* 
taigenieiit^f my lioiii^ and the r^oigaiiisatioii 
of my viflitiiig hst, to pay all the attentioa and 
mahe all Ihe inquiries conoenung my firieade 
cod their friend Lord Vilz^ which might hare 
been desirable, it certainly has stmek me as 
strange that one heard nothing of them in so- 
ciety/' 

• « Veiy true;-r-fareigner8 of real di^ction 
are of such very rapid currency." 

'^ Yesterday I wrote my friend Countess 
C^artobarlozkn^ a little note, — for one cannot 
so well make this sort of deUcate ipquiry ver-* 
bally,— asking her explicitly whether I shQul4 
meet her at the ambassador's next week ; to 
vibiok she replied — (and her German idiom n^ 
involves the fact that I cannet exaetly deter^ 
mine the meaning pf her phrase)— that this 
day was appoiAted for their first appeamnce in^ 
public' 



' ** So I thought-^o I hoped ! But^ a^ .yw 
assure me-iliat m stranger aceioinpaiuecb tiie 
piiSLdess^ zny nund begini& to nusglve me;**^ 
more especially^^I hardly like to menjtioh wiiat 
niay be laerelya eonjectiirafl ooinoidenoe^^ttTmorQ 
eBpec^Hy as a set of Boheiiiiaii ju^IerK^ate 
to exhibit their feats today: afc Willises jrooms,^ 

''* At Lord Vilz'fi hotel ! !— alas-^ahs l--TJiii 
is !nearly as bad as the Waddleslone affiiir ! '^ 

*' Now don't. - laugh, ; Frederical-^there is 
really nothing to make the subject of a jest ia 
a circumBtarice degrading to the whole -family." 

'* But you know, my dear aunt, we .^te as 
the goodly cedar-tree.*' 

^ Nonsense !— when people wish to invali* 
date a factj they always assume figurative Ian** 
guage to allow for greater, latitude.?' . 

*' You will make quite a politician of me; 
what a pity that I cannot appropriate the vtK 
cant seat for Martwich 1 " 
. ^* A note, my lady 1" said Mrs. Pasley^ steal<> 
ing on tiptoe to Lady Rawleigfa's side, mtfa a 
•ihrer salver in her hand, and iu her ^yes^tibci 



iffdmtxf BesiiaiSBesft of a lady^s in^rd; cmftt* 

sity. Aod.wfaile 1^ neiired mtk.afnreFai pfttir 

4nQvwii»ts al .ietm»; J^Le tke>ebbiiig .^i>^ 

4«(ie , <»i a te^el ^hoce, Fraderica .vidt ^ l«d^ 

CHiiria'tt permiasio&.ireafd 410 icdkywB^ • • .^ 

4 i <.<. Aavell as/the puageot fiaiwwr of Aaritta 

.witb: wbicli yM weie infected ^w1m« I laat :aa«r 

yeu/would pentiit me to aBdavstajuir jowr es- 

jjapaiiopsy my .dear Fuederica, yoa; kava le- 

adved to diiappotBt me toaddiig iJm raeea :ta- 

wumtm. Bateau ye« persist in soeh baiboity? 

It is too late for me to secure aaoilMr coMfMi* 

' m<m ; — and I cannot ^ alone with Sir Robert 

Mofse^ XiOrd Cfdder;^ and Mr. Vaux, who form 

the party.— The horses have Icmg been onlered 

aind must be paid fofr, go or stay ; Gtmter has 

already iced o«ir Champi^iie, and packed oar 

P^ngcK-ds ; I have a petile d'lialie hanging be^ 

fore, my eyes> which driTes me to difltraetien-; aM 

. per&Yourofthi6aaspicieusbi[t-peiplexiogQi|i<)n 

of cireumslanoefi,'! shri} oertainly never finrgtre 

yoa if yott persist in your unftioidly design. Mr. 

Vaa^ will doubUc^s cireidate in same witty 

lampoon ^t you were a&aid *to tmat yoanelf 
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^#itk' 6ddt$t> ; actd > the' wdiM mtt- mltiwpm^ in 

«lik)tii&g 'ji^Mtfsdf 'is publks ititk your tepnMA- 
tiOft stftl ^noified kty eonftU^t'indt Mrs. Wa(UB4^ 
gtone of WaddleAtone House; bttt rather <3&bite 
to Btiiy at kcNaae i» Me «iid^* A$k Lady Olivia, 
-Misdc any mie ykm please^ exoept your eroett- 
-ffaiMed sel^'^iriletker it would not tie>fiir wiser 
on yonr part to bnaqwer t^aire by appeamig 
whdly unconeenied, and .sansoMBded'by per- 
80D8 more worthily quabfied* fcNr yotti friendsUp 
than Waddkstcme and Ca? 

Ybb; (as you dacide)| 

Louisa Erskyke." - 
Lady Rawleigh did not think it necessary to 
consult her anist an this occasion ; partly from ^ 
fear of her iaferaices^ and partly from an ap» 
prdbension that she might demand a sight of 
JCArSt'Erskyne's note, and in enhnging upon its 
fl^apt allnsion to Lord Galder pi'oiong the 
eonftrence till midoight. iShe saw there was 
io escape -from so eager an appeal ; ths(ty 
\ in «ase di. a 0epetiiti<« of her apologies, Louisa 
would certainly arrive in persTpn to plead her. 



liaUtof giving pttin- to my^in^ «tid' so^lktltf 
addicted to the salutary austeiityt^'ttegfiHg 
<< Nop' that tibebeheld hersdf already seated, 
a yepiaing victim,' in the comer of"Ml«. E^ 
skyne^B britschka. - m> ., - 

Ska replied titc^efeie to this iatmtiHg \iSkit, 
by a hasty consent to resuttue her engeugeioeti^ 
qB!alified by an earnest entreaty that her ftiend^ 
TWtdd' ettdeavour to procnre in the interim' 
some less reluctant companion ; and despatch- 
ed at the same time a note of ■ excnise to 
Lady Barbara Dynley, whoi^e assembly — ex- 
pressly devised to ensure a second exhibition of 
the court-heads of the morhing— she had long 
promised to attend: — then^ with conaderabW 
vexation of spirit, proeeeded with her aunt 
to Charles-street, to dine en famille with her 
mother. Even there she did not thiiik it* ne- 
(ieibsary to allude to her engagement fw the^ 
races; fearing that her- brother's idle suspicions' 
might be renewed, on learning that Lord Calder 
wat9 to be of the party ; and that Launeesfon 
might stUl further increase her catalogue of 



jpjiit w>^yw^ sat.: 

tbfm ' in.' sonoe. uoploaoaiit t^d wboUy i»iip^ 

Jfoa^^wWte Mrfi^JSf sJtjaiff 1«4 i«at ^ OigU- 
est ptoatioa erf pi'pfi^»gi>yUf<iiteri<s^fft,toiii 

that she should se^k out som^ l^ei^ sn^r^pulm^ 

ffQxM wiit her .fvjpa&Q h^( m w^m.h^y 
B<a<wMgh^-*4b{tt;{io on^ was ci^ov^ capable oC 
throlviAg f^waja dozei\,guin^a§ wi^^t calpur 
latioA ^r .Tegr^t;-<HQo..one lesa.ljik^y to detect 
the double . fUrtatipu she.wafi qanying on by 
way of rp^timfi, with Mr^ Vaux and Sir |lgh 
bert M^se. -1^^ aboya, ^U> the artful Lpuis;^ 
wa^ fuUy c^naciofm that she was i^ebted for 
the teooptaliota held , put of h^ friend's ^cicity, 
for K<ord Calder's graeious aec^tanpe of hej: 
invitation* ., 

It was probably for the first time in his life 
that his lojdsbip had. consented to appear in 
public in soiy .other than one of his own match 
less equipages;. and at any ^ other moment, tq 
go toddling along the road with one of New* 



r*i^' 
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•fl%Kty as ttie' plumage of 'fdlty, wbuld' hav^ 
-rerylfittfe suited his tastidioufe fandy. '-''life 
iegaird^ Mi^;' Ei4k>^e - as a pteitf little 
ktoto Wteo, tmSer pretenice '6f innoftent' playTul- 
ti^ss; Vas Ih thfe babit'of inaking ft ^'ry'indis^ 
criminMe u^ of her cla^s ;--^aiid ' deteWd 
Sir- Robert Morse -as a vulgar fine gentleman^ 
— a ihird-rate man with first-rate pretensions. 
•^— But liady Kawleigh, — -the lovely, trafiqiiiT, 
spotless, faultless tady Kavi^leigh, — ^wiih her 
Unsuspecting heart and unpretending *de- 
theanour,— was an tatbnement'for all tiefeeevilsj 
inimjtte and inanimate j and fer a tfiouisahd 
liiore which' hd doubted* 'not vfotild assairMin 
in' the' course bftaie day. ' Sharih^ thife lake 6^f 
Paulo of Rimini; for the spectacle 'of ^ ' • ' ' ' 

A lovely woman m a rural spot, 

he prepared himself for the promised drive with 
an'anxiety as ardent as if his whole fortune h^d 
been staked on the event of the Hampton 
races. , 




4l^e...,Mre»,,:iSr^yne,f%4.>qo,j»»cb.:i^ p^ 
SQcvet^^ 9,i^i w,«^-.h«UtiiaJly..siirco«^decl.j[)y top 
m^y fa^hiona1?le, devoteef, ^.be e)9(c\iinb^%d 
W^tli a .l^eg^yy carriage in a.<Witicm/to ajheayy 

fully bespoken by Lord v Putuey, were as. tj^ 
f couriers ^f. the air*' honou^bly connnemo- 
rated^i Macbeth's rfiapspdy; — andrwjbeipij^^d^ 
the cheering influence of the meridian sui\^ the 
black a;nd vrell-varoishod britsehka ^ided, to 
the door, with Vaux and Lord Putney (Sit Bp- 
bert had turned sulky) in ivhite hats in the 
rumble^ Lord Calder occupying the back seat^ 
for the fijrs^ time since his Etonian boyhood, and 
acqm^r left for Lady Bawleigh beside Louisa in 
her pailh d' Italic and ^hoocegt smiles, — as- 
suredly no fault could be detected in the aF# 
rangements of the day. Even her ladyship, as 
she tripped down the steps followed by Martin 
and her mantle, experienced an involuntary im- 
pulse of exhilaration which seemed to reflect 
the sunshine of ttie skies on her own beaming 
and ingenuous countenance. The door was 
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sharp^ ciMed as sbe took hetee^i amoag 'Itec. 
ce^ratnlatiog oompamons ,-— r-tJie posffiboys ' roif 
cHired iheix^ signal fima. the outrider;— -aut. 
iway they- went — joyous iritli youilt, . ■atul 
hcftltli, *aA proBpeiityl 

Noif^ end selffcngrossed, neitlier the partjl 
nor itx meanladmuiiEtiants had been 'comoi6as 
of a voice which, — like that of John Gilpin^ 
lotiag spouse, — reiteiataii*' Stopi— slop!" laa 
they tx>Ued away from ; the jdcor. Bvea UU' 
jangle of tii« antiquated ' and un>^(dling«iBed 
vehicle which nawratfkd up at the reaor^of a 
jaded pur of ratB,-«rBuch-aS'aDe'hept half aUra 
^1' after the rsigacf ' Epscmt and 'Aseot,'fliE 
order to act^as subatitnCes fi>F.tJlieitK»t-boraea 
of travdlers reaching London at that in-< 
auspicious nusneat/^remained inaudible. A 
head, which resembled thftt of a CE^cfaia pigeon 
poking out of a dove-cpte to watch for rain> 
protruded itself from the dexter window of Mr. 
Lesley's travelliDg carriage; while from th^ 
nnister— <ind sinister indeed was the portent — ' 
poor Sir Brooke was iitretcliing his dolorom 
I, to behold the wiliul, way* 
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ward, wantiMDi, rebellious, and treacherous d^ 
parture of Frederica on an expedition of frivo* 
lous amusement ;-^in defiance of his TOcif»x>us 
and reiterated mandate of recall ;-*-in company 
with a woman he despised and a man he 
dreaded ; — and^ in spite of his own absence, 
smiling with more than her usual sportive 
gaiety upon both !— 

It was luoky for the little lame old postboy, 
who had been summoned from his superannuated 
inaetiTity to officiate on this occasion, that the 
measure of his guerdon rested with the punc- 
tnal and conscientious senator with whom he 
now jogged onwards from Bruton-street to- 
wards St Margaret's, Westminster. 
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